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PREFACE

Military culture is one of the greatest cultural lega-
cies of the Chinese nation, which is of rich cultural con-
notations and unique features. It helps this nation be-
come more and more powerful and developed along with
various schools of thought, such as the Confucian
School, Legalist School, Mohist School, Yin-Yang
School, etc.

The author of this book has studied the ancient
military culture including its masterpiece The Art of
War for over thirty years. He states that this culture
enjoys great wisdom, strategies as well as keys to suc-
cess and the ancient military books could be appealed to
as a reference for shaping prosecuting effective strate-
gies by variant people, such as the commanders, the
politicians, the diplomatists, the businessmen, and
even the ordinary people. Military books play a role of
the carriers of culture. As a result, the author supposes
that every literate person had better read this kind of
book no matter who he or she is by profession.

In accordance with the data collected by the mili-
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tary experts, there are more than four hundred ancient
military books, many of which are classics, including
Sun Zi: The Art of War, Sun Bin: The Art of War,
Wu Zi, Sima’s Methods of Military Rite, The Six
Strategies of Jiang Taigong , Wei Liao Zi , The Three
Strategies of Huang Shigong , Questions and Replies
Between Tang Taizong and Li Weigong , General Mili-
tary Principles, 100 Strategies in Military Opera-
tions » A New Book on Military Training and Manage-
ment y Discussions on Military Operations, The Wiles
of War : 36 Stratagems from Ancient China, etc.
These military books and other ancient Chinese classics
are lucid, epigrammatic and concise in style as well as
philosophical and strategic in content. However, it is
demanding for the ordinary readers to understand the
ancient military books without explanations. After de-
liberation, the author selected more than three hundred
entries from over eighty ancient military books and add-
ed the Chinese explanations as well as the correspond-
ing English translations in this book in order to assist
the readers in understanding and studying the ancient
military culture.

This book is a drop in the bucket among a tremen-
dous number of the ancient Chinese classics as well as
in the profound military culture. However, the author
hopes that the readers are able to regard it as a begin-

ning of getting to know about the greatness of the Chi-



nese nation as well as the wisdom of the ancient Chinese
sages so as to build up their confidence in the national
history and culture.

I would like to thank a number of friends who have
kindly assisted me in translating, editing and publishing
the book. My heartfelt thanks are given to the former
president of Qilu Press Mr. Gong Xiaowei and the presi-
dent of this press Mr. Zan Liang as well as the English
translator Ms. Su Yi'an and the editor in charge Ms. Li
Junhong. The author could not accomplish this book
without their devoted help and support. Due to the limi-
tations of the author’s level, there might be something
inappropriate in the selection of some specific entries,
in the Chinese explanations and the English transla-
tions, etc. Valuable comments from the readers are
sincerely appreciated in order to enable the author to

optimize the book in the second edition in the future.

Li Xingbin
April 12, 2015
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[Z£i%] The one who fights bravely shall be rewarded be-

fore the spirit tablets of his ancestors, or will be put to death in

front of the altar of the Earth and Harvests.
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[ZiF] There will be a complete success without any

misfortune in the war, with justice and righteousness as well as

a leader of age and experience.
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