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Preface

B

Every European child learns about the Travels of Marco Polo to China in the thirteenth century and the marvels he
discovered there. His wonder and delight at the sophistication of Chinese culture excited many young people — including me.

Chinese people have also made their mark on Europe. The first Chinese person recorded in England is Shen Fu Tsong, a
scholar who visited the court of King James || in the seventeenth century. He was the first to catalogue the collection of Chinese
books in the Bodleian Library at Oxford University. A portrait of Shen hangs in the Queen of England's collection today.

Chinese migrants influenced ordinary life too. Many of the first Chinese settlers in Britain arrived as sailors in the
nineteenth century. The port city of Liverpool is home to Europe's oldest Chinese community. who founded the first "Chinatown"

there. Chinese communities have since settled across Europe and established a "Chinatown" in most big cities. Paris has two.

China's rising over the past 35 years has stimulated Europeans' interest in Chinese culture. From September 2014, the
British Museum in London is hosting a big exhibition featuring treasures from the early Ming Dynasty. It is entitled "50 Years
that Changed China", the period from 1400 to 1450 when China emerged as a superpower with its capital in Beijing. Restaurants
in London now serve food from Sichuan and Hunan, as well as Peking (Beijing) duck and Cantonese fare. All things Chinese
— from acupuncture to tai chi — are in demand. Learning Mandarin is increlising popular. Many more Europeans are visiting
China as tourists, while European shops increasingly cater to high-spending Chinese visitors. Chinese students make European
friends, creat personal connections and a bridge between cultures.

My personal interest in China involves much more than an appreciation of your country's past. Whenever | have visited
China, ordinary people have been exceptional friendly. One example among many: a dentist in Xi'an who was closing his
surgery reopened it to help a friend of mine with terrible tooth pain — and then refused to accept payment. [ try to reciprocate
that kindness with Chinese people | meet in Europe. There is also an exhilarating energy about modern China: all kinds of
progress is happening fast and the future is full of possibilities. Shiny new skyscrapers reach for the sky. Sparkling new trains
speed through the countryside. The rapidly changing in cities like Beijing and Shanghai feel like a window into the future:

Europe's cities seem small and sometimes backward in comparison.



Many Europeans are increasingly afraid of the future and so cling to the past. We don't invest enough and people tend to
focus on the downsides of change, rather than all the opportunities it offers. Sometimes we are going backwards: while hardly
anyone in Beijing cycles any more, Londoners and Parisians increasingly travel by bicycle rather than by more modern means.
This fear of the future is almost like self-hate: it implies that today's Europeans feel that they can't do things better than previous
generations. And it can be dangerous, because when people feel threatened, they may lash out at others, notably foreigners. But
it doesn't have to be like that. Young people don't want to live in a museum or a theme park. China's example ought to inspire

Europeans that a better future is possible if we believe in ourselves and strive for it.

There is also lots that Chinese people can learn from Europe. In the next stages of China's development, it needs to imitate
less and innovate more. Chinese people are incredibly talented. To make the most of those talents, you need to learn to think
more creatively and to spark ideas off different people. Studying and experiencing a diverse, global city like London that is
famous for its creativity can open your mind to new ways of thinking and daing things. And while China's education system
ranks top in the world in mathematics and science, students increasingly need to learn to think for themselves, rather than just
learn things by heart. Partnerships with European schools and universities could help.

The most important thing, for both China and Europe, is that we continue to learn from each other. That we emulate the
best of each and adapt it to our local needs. The future is a foreign land, full of marvels. Let's discover it together.

That's why the world needs more people like Xiaodan who can act as a bridge across cultures. She's a very impressive
woman who speaks four languages, has been to more than sixty countries and has lived in Russia, France and Britain, as well
as China. Impressively, she wrote this book in her spare time, while working in a bank in Europe. This excellent book offers a

window on Europe for Chinese readers. Enjoy it!

Philippe LEGRAIN, Principal Adviser and head of the Analysis Team to the
President of the European Commission; Special adviser of WTO (World Trade
Organisation). He speaks regularly on the economy to business audiences and

appears widely in the media.
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Preface

Y

I am privileged to play a part in introducing — I hope to a wide audience — Xiaodan's book about China and Europe.
This is an important venture, full of information, nicely and wittily framed. More important, however is the stimulus to the

imagination. We are invited at both ends to stand in the shoes of the other. The author has a great knack for this manoeuvre,

It is hardly necessary to state that China and Europe must know each other better. The world needs that, and it is most
definitely a two way process. Whether "we are in China" or "China in us" (as the academics put the question) is only a starting

point.

Britain's own political and economic experience is rooted geographically in Europe. Yet her cultural and social tradition
has entirely its own flavour. Our national instinct is outward looking. Britons are independent minded. They have always
travelled. They are curious about their fellow humans. A current exhibition at the British Museum illustrates this pattern through
the impact on British life — and vice versa — of the Vikings. One could make similar points about a whole range of European
countries, varied as they are in their traditions. We understand today that the future of our region will be crucially shaped by the
economies, structures and political imperatives of others. At Asia House we see this point as key to survival and future success.

We encourage close and focused study of Asia, with all its wonderfully varied customs, traditions and achievements.

Naturally China plays a key role in this — a central fact for Europe as a whole. At Asia House we encourage the next
British and European generation to inform itself properly and deepen its understanding of the core issues; and of course to build
first hand links, institutional or personal. It is no light matter for this continent to come to terms with the weight and quality of
the Chinese tradition. Communication is vital. In London we urge our young people to make the important effort to learn the
Chinese language. As | write my colleagues are campaigning for better teaching of Chinese and other Asian languages in our

schools. All these things strengthen two way engagement. We need to maximise the scope and value of the relationship.

Second we encourage mutual respect between peoples. Asia House stimulates reflection on ideas, some shared, other
destined to converge. We work from realities, not caricature. There is much to be done in driving forward European engagement

- with China. We have excellent levers. A mutual interest in trade liberalisation is one example. Another, as my work in Cambridge
at the Needham Research Institute reminds me, is the global historical meaning of China's contribution to scientific learning
and wider culture. Whether for the UK or the rest of Europe, Needham's exploration of China's record in astronomy, agronomy,

medicine, engineering and navigation forms a framework in which China's contribution can be usefully and fairly viewed by



Europe. 1 also see much strengthened respect at this end for the quality of today's Chinese research and a sense that, surely at
both ends, solutions to key problems facing mankind can only be sought effectively inwholehearted cooperation. I am sure that

Celine's book will reinforce this view.

My third point is travel. I live in a country which has always reached out and which depends for its economic future on
its ability to market its products, particularly in fast growing Asia. At Asia House we tell our business friends that they cannot
hope to succeed in these exciting new markets without a sympathetic understanding of the assumptions and instincts of their
partners in Asia. Experience confirms that there is a strong constituency for this approach. Small and medium firms in particular
can benefit. We like to spread our message widely and we take particular steps to reach out to the travelling public and the next
generation. Step by step a broader constituency in Europe is becoming aware of the excitement and profit of working on a
properly informed basis with Asian partners. At both ends of the land mass, challenges exist but can be overcome through shared
effort. As an FT columnist asked recently, "how many of us can say we have changed the way another culture thinks?" I would
answer that Europe and China should aim to influence each other profoundly. To listen to each other's heartbeat and survey each

"

other's "intellectual furniture” is a lot more than an academic hobby. To develop a clear idea of each other's creative capacity

means that we need to go well beyond a simple fix on each other's cuisine, dress sense or preferred hobbies, important though

these are.

I wish this book success. It gives useful signals for the years ahead. Its human observations and images enrich the picture.
These should lead readers to reflect that small behavioural pebbles make a cairn of real value, that the environment in which our
species wishes very much to survive is infinitely complex and that solutions to awesome global problems call not only for steady

policy but also for a habit of constructive coordination based on genuine understanding.

Sir John Boyd was Chairman of the British Museum and Master of Church ill
College, Cambridge. As a member of the British Diplomatic service, he served
twice in Hong Kong (as Political Adviser to the Governor) and Beijing twice.
Other postings included Bonn, Washington, and the UK Mission to the UN. He is
is currently the Chairman of Asia House in London and of the Joseph Needham

Research Institute in Cambridge.
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