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FOREWORD

Aaron Koh, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Division of English Language & Literature
National Institute of Education

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

It is with great delight that I am writing this foreword for
Gary’s debut book. I am delighted because Gary was my former
student, and to have a book published is a great accomplishment.
But I am even more delighted to know this book consists of
commentaries and reflections on a selection of famous literary
works in the English language, current affairs and travel journals.
Collectively, these can be said to be ‘social texts’ that constitute
the subject of Gary’s engagement in his book. It makes me proud
because Gary has come very far since his undergraduate years
where he studied literature in English with me.

I like to think this book is the fruit of what I had sown — the
seed of love for literature in English when Gary was in my class
years ago. This book amply demonstrates that he has blossomed
over time not only as someone who knows how to appreciate
literature in English but as a sophisticated social critic and
cultural commentator who knows how to present his reading
of social texts for a wider readership. To me, this exemplifies
powerful writing because not every social text is accessible to
those who have no formal training in critical reading.

As someone who writes only in English although I
understand some Chinese, I always marvel at those who are



able to shuttle and cross linguistic boundaries and write in
both English and Chinese. It is not easy feat, really, to think
and write in two languages. This is why I admire Gary’s ability
and talent to be able to present his literary understanding in
Chinese although he studied literature in English. I imagine this
convoluted process of translingual practice requires more than
sensitivity to the nuances of language; it must be driven by the
passion and love for the subject, and this, I am sure, the reader of
the book will be able to discern and ‘feel’ as you turn the pages.

I can see how this book can impact Hong Kong readers,
and beyond. Gary is in fact introducing readers (young and old,
the schooled and unschooled in literature in English) how a
piece of literary work can be read in more ways than one, how
the beauty of the language of literature can be savoured, and how
literature can give us foresight and hindsight to the complexity
of what we call ‘life’ Indeed, literature is about life and how
we can understand life as it unfolds. I therefore applaud Gary
for introducing literature in Chinese because in doing so, he is
reaching out to a wider readership who may think literature is an
esoteric canon not meant for everybody.

Finally, for someone who loves British culture and



literature in English so passionately, I believe Gary will inspire
us with his insightful, crisp and astute reading of the ‘social texts’
collected here. This book is the beginning of more of his books
to come. I also hope this book will revolutionise the way we
read literature and spark a new interest in the appreciation of
literature in Hong Kong.

Remarks: Dr. Aaron Koh is a Singaporean-born Chinese who taught at Monash University in
Australia and The Hong Kong Institute of Education. He has published extensively in the areas of

globalisation and education, cultural politics of education, and cultural studies in education.
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