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Why Learn Another Language?

KNOWING OTHER LANGUAGES
BRINGS OPPORTUNITIES

Extend your reach!
Know another culture!
Get a better job!

The World is full of languages. How far
do you have to go from your front door to know
that this is true? Think about how many more
people and places you could really get to know,
newspapers and books you could read, movies
and TV programs you could understand, web

sites you could visit with another language!

Give Yourself a Competitive Edge

Did you know that studying a second language
can improve your skills and grades in math and En-
glish and can improve entrance exam scores — SATS,
ACT, GREs, MCAT;, and LSATS?

Research has shown that math and ver-

bal SAT scores climb higher with each addi-
tional year of foreign language study, which
means that the longer you study a foreign
language, the stronger your skills become to
succeed in school. Studying a foreign language
can improve your analytic ($#7¢%) and inter-
pretive (##84¢4) capacities. And three years of
language study on your record will catch the
eye of anyone reading your job or college
application. If you’ve already learned a lan-
guage other than English at home, expanding
your knowledge of its vocabulary, grammar,
culture, and literature — at the same time you
are learning English — will also improve your
chances for success in school and in your

career.
Which Language Should You Learn?

There’s no one answer. Here are the twelve

most likely to be offered in your high school or

Unit 1

5 18



'!l

college: Spanish, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Latin, Russian, Hebrew, Greek,
Chinese, Arabic, and Portuguese. Whatever lan-
guage you choose, learning it will make a dif-
ference in how you see the world and in how

the world sees you.

The Job Advantage in the Global Economy

More and more businesses work closely with
companies in other countries.

They need many different kinds of work-
ers who can communicate in different lan-
guages and understand other cultures. No mat-
ter what career you choose, if you've learned a
second language, you’ll have a real advantage.
A technician who knows Russian or German,
the head of a company who knows Japanese or
Spanish, or a salesperson who knows French or
Chinese can work successfully with many more
people and in many more places than someone
who knows only one language.

There are lots of Americans who speak languages
other than English. Nurses, doctors, or police of-
ficers may need to speak more than one lan-
guage to do their jobs well. Hotel managers or
journalists who know English and Spanish or
English and Korean may look much better at
promotion time than people who know only
English. Professionals who know other lan-
guages are called on to travel and exchange in-
formation with people in the United States and
other countries throughout their careers. Know-
ing more than one language enhances oppor-
tunities in government, business, law, medicine
and health care, teaching, technology, the

military, communications, industry, social

Unit 1

service, and marketing. An employer will see
you as a bridge to new clients or customers if
you know a second language. You are also more
likely to win the trust and friendship of people
whose languages you know — even if you know
them just a little.

Learning Other Cultures: The World and
Beyond

Discover new worlds! Get an insider’s view
of another culture and a new view of your own.
Studying a new language, reading other people’s
stories, and connecting with people in their own
language can be a source of pleasure and
surprise.

Connect with other cultures. Learning about
other cultures will help you expand your per-
sonal horizons and become a responsible citizen.
Your ability to talk to others and gain knowl-
edge beyond the world of English can contrib-

ute to your community and your country.

Go for the Excitement New Ways of Lan-
guage Learning

What can you expect? You will learn a sec-
ond language in exciting new ways, using tech-
nology and focusing on communication. Learn-
ing a language is not just learning grammar and
vocabulary; itis learning new sounds, expressions,
and ways of seeing; it is learning how to act in
another culture, how to know a new commu-

nity from the inside.

690 words

Your Reading Time: _



Text A-1

Comprehension Exercise

Do the following statements agree with the information
given in the text?

In blanks 1—6 write
Y for YES, if the statement agrees with the information;
N for NO, if the statement contradicts the information;
NG for NOT GIVEN, if there is no information on this in the text.

1. Learning another language will open up new horizons
for you.

2. Learning a foreign language will help you compete
successfully in all areas of life, including sports.

3. Choosing the right foreign language to study will make
a difference in how you see the world.

4. People who know another language other than their
own have a competitive edge when it comes to
promotion.

5. Being able to speak a foreign language will make trav-
eling abroad more rewarding.

6. Learning another language gives the learner the abil-

ity to step inside the mind and context of the other
culture.

Unit 1 .3.



Tips on Studying a Foreign
Language

Learning another language is not easy, but most people can learn a

second language [F they are willing to put in the necessary time. Here are

some practical suggestions for studying effectively, overcoming anxiety,

and learning the grammar and skills necessary for success in foreign lan-

guage classes.

1.

3.

STUDY EVERY DAY! A foreign language course is different from
any other course you take. Language learning is cumulative (% #4) :
you cannot put it off until the weekend. Study 1 or 2 hours for every
class hour if you want an A or B.

DISTRIBUTE YOUR STUDY TIME in 15- to 30-minute periods
throughout the day. Focus on a different task each time: vocabulary
now, grammar next, etc. Get an overview during the first half hour:
spend 10 minutes reviewing dialog, 10 minutes learning new
vocabulary, 10 minutes learning new grammar ... so you'll at least have
looked at it all. Approximately 80% of your study time should be spent
in recitation or practice, including practice in the language lab.
ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN EVERY CLASS — even if
you are not well prepared. Class time is your best opportunity to practice.
Learn the grammar and vocabulary outside of class in order to make the
most of class time. Spend a few minutes “warming up” before each

class by speaking or reading the language.

Unit 1



MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE IN THE CLASSROOM.
Get to know your classmates, so you will feel you are among friends.
Visit your instructor during office hours to get acquainted: explain your
goals and fears about the course to your instructor.

LEARN THE GRAMMAR. Grammar is the skeleton of a language,
its basic structure: you must learn it. Review a simplified English gram-
mar text. Compare new grammatical structures in your foreign lan-
guage to their English equivalents.

PRACTICE FOR TESTS by doing what you will have to do on the
test. If the test will require you to write, then study by writing — in-
cluding spelling and accents. If you will be asked to listen, then practice
listening. Ask for practice questions; make up your own test questions.
Invent variations (% 4£) on patterns and forms. Over-learn: study be-
yond the point of recognition to mastery.

DEVELOP A GOOD ATTITUDE. Have a clear personal reason
for taking the class. Set personal goals for what you want to learn. Leave
perfectionism at the door; give yourself permission to make mistakes
and learn from them.

GET HELP IF YOU NEED IT. Talk with your teacher. Form study

groups among class members. Use tutoring services. Don’t wait!

READING and WRITING a foreign language are analytical skills. You
may be good at these if you are a logical person who attends to detail. Train
yourself through practice to notice and remember details such as pronun-

ciation and tense.
READING SKILLS TIPS:

1.

First, read the vocabulary list for the assignment. Next, read the ques-
tions about the reading. Then read all the way through a new passage
two or three times, guessing at meaning from context. Avoid word-by-
word translation. It is a waste of time!

Isolate new vocabulary and study it separately. DON'T write between
the lines! Make flash cards. Carry them with you and recite them sev-
eral times during the day at odd moments. Learn them until they are
automatic.

Isolate new grammatical forms and study them separately. Write the
pattern on a flash card and memorize it. Write out and label a model
sentence. When you encounter the form while reading, pause and re-
cite the pattern to recognize the form.

WRITING SKILLS TIPS:

1.

Pay attention to spelling. Compare letter-by-letter different forms
(singular, plural, gender, etc.). Write out tenses of verbs, declensions
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