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Gem of Ethnic Culture—Palm-leaf Manuscripts of Dai

.............................................................................. Qin Jiahua (3)
Abstract: The Dai people, an ethnic group living in Yunnan, the border area of China,
made a large quantity of scriptures scribed on palm-leaves which called palm-leaf manu-
scripts in history. In addition to Buddhist canon, the content of palm-leaf manuscripts
includes varied aspects in society, history, philosophy, law, literature, calendar,
medicine, science and technology, etc. Since the founding of New China, systematic
work like data rescue, translation and collation, edition and publication have been con-
ducted, and remarkable research achievements have been made. The extensive and pro-
found palm-leaf Culture centering on palm-leaf manuscripts, is waiting for the experts
and scholars to make further research.

Key Words: Dai people; palm-leaf manuscripts; palm-leaf culture; culture heritage

The Academic Space of Palm-leaf Manuscripts Studies in China

........................................................................... Hu Tingwu (17)
Abstract: The Palm-leaf manuscripts existing in Xishuangbanna, Dehong and other
places are the crystallization of the wisdom of the Dai people and other minorities who
lived in those areas and believe in Hinayana Buddhism; the memory heritage of 2000
years history and religion culture in these areas; and the cornucopia of folk knowledge
and the encyclopedia of Dai community as well. The Complete Collection of Chinese
Palm-Leaf Scriptures (100 volumes) is a more comprehensive collections of Palm-leaf
manuscripts in Xishuangbanna, and it is the largest integrated collection of this rich
cultural heritage so far in China.

This palm-leaf cultural phenomenon is not only existing in China but also in South
Asia, Southeast Asia and some countries in Asia which is not unique to China; while
“palm-leaf manuscripts in China” is unique to China. This paper mainly discussed the
features of “palm-leaf manuscripts in China”.

Key Words: Palm-leaf manuscripts in China; palm-leaf culture, Dai society; Theravada
Buddhism
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Research of Palm-Leaf Culture: a Great Undertaking ------------ Zhao Bole (31)
Abstract: Palm-leaf culture is an outcome of the culture transplant. It is a result of the
connection and fusion of the regional culture and ethnic culture as well. The research of
“palm-leaf culture” concept and its system is a creation of the Chinese scholar, partic-
ularly the Yunnan scholar’s effort. They occupied a supreme top of the academic area
that define the culture as a mixture of the Theravada Buddhist culture and the Dai tradi-
tional culture. Moreover, from another angle, “palm-leaf culture” is an academic area
of extinction which facing the threat of disappearance and being striked from many prob-
lems of the social realities. Therefore, it is a rare study object with broad academic val-
ue which will positively helpful to the social development of the Dai.

Key Words: palm-leaf culture; palm-leaf manuscripts; Theravada Buddhism; Dai cul-

ture; cultural fusion

The Significance in the Conservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage

of Palm-leaf Cultume  s+s csees sovisssuss dowas sawews solavs sivoaso s Cai Yonghui (36)
Abstract: Palm-leaf manuscripts provide visual evidence for us to have an insight into
the social history of Dai society in the form of solidity; while the palm-leaf inscription
technique inherited to today reflects the richer, fresher historical awareness value and
social practice value of this ancient culture. To get to know the conservation of palm-leaf
culture from the perspective of intangible cultural heritage conservation embodies the im-
portance of protection of cultural variety.

Key Words: palm-leaf inscription; intangible cultural heritage; cultural inheritance

Protection and Utilization of the Cultural Heritage in Xishuangbanna
........................................................................... Yu Shaojian (40)
Abstract: Along with the rapid development of economy and culture in modern society,
Xishuangbanna’s cultural heritage are gradually disappearing and changing in an unprec-
edented velocity. It is very important to make it clear that how to protect it. Based on the
comprehensive analysis on the present cultural heritage of Xishuangbanna, the article
puts forward some ideas on how to protect and utilize the precious cultural heritage in or-
der to make Xishuangbanna’s cultural heritage protection work going on the road of a vir-

tuous circle, mainly in guidance of scientific practice and sustainable development.

Key Words: Xishuangbanna; cultural heritage; protection; utilization




