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Forword

China is a great unified muld-ethnic country with vast territory, where 56 ethnic groups live in harmony from generation
to generation. The Chinese people created the splendid historical civilization that continues more than 5,000 years as well a
miracle of prosperity and strength from the past to the modern times. Along with that, borderland and life of ethnic groups have
been important themes in the cultural and art history of China. Especially since the founding of the new China, many artists
have visited the border areas and created their works there. The team. of artists of ethnic groups has been expanding, with a great

number of classic works.

Since 2009, China Artists Association (CAA) has been making elaborate plans and preparations for establishing an
integrated platform for creation, exhibition, research and promotion of art works themed on ethnic groups. It has held six
specialized exhibitions of related art works, including The Snow-Covered Platean, The Inspiring Platean, The Beantiful Dube, The South
and North of Tianshan Mountains, The Vast Grassland, The Seven-Color Yunnan and The Colorful Guizhon. In addition, it has published
six document and painting collections. Through these activities, it has made systematic management of excellent works,
historical documents and data as well as video and image materials for a clear understanding of the basic development of the art
of ethnic groups since the 1930s and 1940s. Remarkable achievements have been made, drawing the outline of the visual epic
on the solidarity and mutual efforts to build a beautiful homeland, and leading to the new stage for the creation of works related

to ethnic groups.

In addition, CAA also organized a variety of activities for artists, especially young and middle-aged artists, to visit the areas
with ethnic groups to create works. It is considered an opportunity for the artists to get closer to the reality and the people’ s
life to feel what the people feel and broaden their own horizons so that they will have continuous self-development and find
ceaseless source of art. In this way, they will be able to grasp the freshest and most vivid elements of life for their creation of art
works. On the other hand, such activities enable the artists to better understand the dramatic changes and development of these
areas and enhance their communication with the local people. Then, they demonstrate the changes and development to the

other Chinese people and even the world people with their works.

In the process of building the platform, CAA launched the Program for Training and Development of Artists of Ethnic
groups in Western China to cooperate with specialized institutions to provide trainings and hold exhibitions. In 2014, under the
organization of CAA, experts and scholars in related fields attended the Academic Seminar on Art Works on Ethnic groups to
make a summary of related art works and the six exhibitions held early. The seminar aims to lay a solid theoretical foundation

for cross-discipline, multi-perspective and multi-level discussion about art works themed on ethnic groups.

The exhibition and academic research activities have been highly appreciated and praised by the superior leaders and the
masses. CAA made a summary of the six exhibitions, including related works and data, and published related collections. On
the one hand, it is to provide substantial visual archives for the Chinese artists, art theorists, art fans and ordinary visitors to
the exhibitions. On the other hand, it also aims to lay a foundation for the art creation and research in the future. It is just a
beginning. There are still a lot of cultural and art treasures for further exploration in this field. At the cultural and art work
conference, Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, made higher-level requirement for a prosperous
development of Chinese art, including the creation of art works themed on ethnic groups. Therefore, all the Chinese artists
should make greater efforts to devote themselves to the practice, including visiting the areas with ethnic groups to create more

works with great artistic appeal and influence to promote the development of the Chinese art to a new peak.

China Artists Association
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Miao People in the Maret
Guan Shanyue
Chinese Painting 1942 146cm X 249.6¢cm

Collected in Guan Shanyue Art Museum
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A Short Break
Pang Xunqin
Watercolor 1944 52.5cm X 40cm

Collected in Pang Xunqin Art Museum
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Sketch of lassoing horses
Situ Qiao
Oil painting 1944 59cm X 98.5cm

Collection of National Art Museum of China
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A village of Turpan
Han Leran
Watercolor 1946 32.3cm X 47.5cm

Collection of National Art Museum of China
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‘Weaving horse-back pouch (Xinjiang)
Han Leran
Watercolor 1946 32.3cm X 47.5¢cm

Collection of National Art Museum of China
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Portrait of an old Uygur man
Li Keran
Watercolor early 1950s 26.3cm X 18.5¢m

Collection of Beijing Fine Art Academy
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