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Preface

During the last two decades of the twentieth century, I was heavily involved in
demographic research on and in China. My research focused particularly on the im-
pact of changes introduced by the Chinese government on the organization of rural
communes that allowed greater flexibility for rural labor to move into urban places
despite the government restrictions on city growth through migration.

In the process of this research, I had the opportunity to meet a number of Chi-
nese students who were eager to initiate graduate studies in demography, possibly in
American universities. Among them was Ma Rong, who hadbeenworking on his
Master degree at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS) since 1979. He
greatly impressed me by his professionalism, his dedication to scholarship, and his
strong commitment to advancing social science research in China. He was clearly a
promising potential enrollee in our graduate Sociology program at Brown University ,
which already had a strong commitment to advancing the training of future demogra-
phers in less developed countries such as China. Coincidentally ( through his associa-
tion with Institute of Sociology at CASS), Ma Rong had developed a close relation-
ship with Professor Fei Xiaotong, at the time China’s leading anthropolo-
gist. Professor Fei was the founder of Institute of Sociology at CASS and served as its
Director during 1979 —1985. He founded the Institute of Sociology at Peking Uni-
versity in 1985 and had continually guided this Institute’s academic activities for the

rest of his life. Professor Fei’s major interest focused on rural development as well as



