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EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. Siheyuan included in the Annals are those preserved in relatively intact conditions
and with certain cultural significance within Beijing Municipality (including suburban
counties) until the year of 2012. Threshold for suburban courtyards is somewhat relaxed.

2. Vernacular dwellings similar to Siheyuan, and Siheyuan of modified form are
included as appropriate; non-residential courtyards such as palaces, temples and shrines
are not included.

3. Compilation of the Annals is mainly based on documents from the cultural relics
protection units (CRPUs) archives, the Third National Cultural Relics Survey results, and
local annals of districts and counties. CRPU courtyards referred herein are specifically
those listed as CRPUs of national, municipal, and district-county levels, while excluding
registered courtyards in surveys. There are still some CRPU Siheyuan not included due
to incomplete form or lack of documentation.

4. Sources used herein from oral interviews, personal memories and biographies are
marked in the notes. When there exists disputed , yet necessary, information, all of them
are juxtaposed herein.

5. The Annals take the forms of narration, bibliography, figures, and tables, with the
bibliography as the major one. There are four classes of directory herein, i.e., volume,
chapter, section, and item.

6. The Annals focuses on Siheyuan in their geographical location, structure and



form, historical evolution, cultural meaning, and related people and events.

7. The architecture orientation within Siheyuan herein is in accordance with the
axial direction of the courtyard (that of the principle room).

8. Drawings and photos of urban Siheyuan herein include mainly street sketch
map, courtyard layout, building elevation, building structure and interior furnishings.
Some photographs included herein are historical ones, mostly taken from 2001 to 2010.
Technical treatments have been made for part for illustration purposes.

9. For suburban courtyards, limited by factors such as geographical location and
information availability, their street sketch map and courtyard layout are included when
possible, without consistency.

10. Reference literatures herein are given in footnotes, while general glossary and
slangs are noted with the text.

11. Herein Chinese historical calendar is used before the founding of the People’ s
Republic of China, annotated with Western calendar, and Western calendar is used after
the PRC founding.

12. Measurement units used herein are generally based on the PRC Legal
Measurement Units promulgated on February 27, 1984.

13. Statistics published by municipal statistics authorities are used as much as

available. If not, statistics by individual units are used.
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PREFACE

Duan Bingren

This Annals, a substantial work on Beijing custom and landscape, was
simultaneously planned with and subsequently completed after the Annals of Beijing
Hutong, its companion annuals.

At the end of 2003, the Beijing Local Annals Office decided to accelerate the
completion of the first 172 annals in plan, and to commission the compilation of
Beijing custom annals series. Two key projects were identified, first the Annals of
Beijing Hutong, and the Annals of Beijing Siheyuan afterwards. The former, started
in 2005 and published in 2010, gained unexpected social attention and acclamation.
Encouraged by the atmosphere, the latter was immediately launched afterwards,
which is now presented the readers after five years’ effort.

Hutong and Siheyuan are the basic elements of Beijing city construction,
the hard evidence of Beijing’ s ancient capital civilization and excellent Chinese

traditional culture, and the symbol and name card of Beijing historical and cultural



charm. Both of them were born in the Grand Capital of the Yuan Dynasty more than
740 years ago, developed and matured during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, gradually
climaxed in the mid-Qing Dynasty to reach its peak. After the late Qing Dynasty,
the Republic of China and the founding of People’ s Republic of China, along with
a succession of enormous social changes, especially the urban modernization, the
material form of Hutong and Siheyuan gradually withdrew from the historical stage,
and turned to be cultural heritage. Compiling annals of Beijing Hutong and Siheyuan
in this period could keep its cultural form into long-term preservation, a mission not
only of recording and inheritance, but also a kind of salvage for Beijing history and
culture, undoubtedly a great benefit for future generations.

If Hutong is the city skeleton of Beijing, Siheyuan will be its cell.

Large, medium and small courtyards of royal palaces, princely mansions,
merchant residences, and common residential houses become unique and spectacular
landscape of Beijing city, radiating a magnificent and solemn ancient capital’ s
nobility, civilization and beauty. Siheyuan, as living essence for Beijingers, not
only shows the harmonious relationship between man and nature, man and man,

and people’ s pursuit for a better life, but also provides vigor and vitality for the




city continuously. It carries the brilliant historical interpretation and profound
cultural heritage of Beijing as the political, cultural and international exchange
center, embodies its historical events, traditional philosophy and morals. Focusing
on 740 courtyards in the city center, i.e. Dongcheng and Xicheng Districts, and 183
courtyards in other 14 districts and counties, Annals of Beijing Siheyuan strives to
faithfully record Beijing Siheyuan’ s origin and structure, architectural mindset and
culture, protection, utilization and evolution with both texts and pictures. The Annals
not only shows architectural features and current situation of Siheyuan, but also
record its historical changes, historical events, celebrities activities as well as their
cultural relics. Every and each courtyard reflects unique folk custom and rich flavor
of Beijing .

The Annals is the collaboration achievement of Beijing local annals community,
city planning and construction management sector, cultural relics sector and other
related parties, out of which the Beijing Ancient Architecture Research Institute made
the greatest contribution. They have made full use of their professional team, archives

and research findings of years’ accumulation. Particularly for those Siheyuans



listed into the national, municipal and district cultural relics protection units, they
carried out careful mapping and calculation, drew accurate plan, which make the
rehabilitation possible for the future generations with the drawings, and greatly
strengthen the scientificity of the Annals and feasibility of Siheyuan rehabilitation.
It is also the highlight and innovation of the Annals. Currently, the modernization of
Beijing develops rapidly and the city appearance changes day after day. In the old
city reconstruction, Siheyuan is being dismantled into pieces and reformed. It is in
a state of gradually disappearance, its amount reduced from over 26,000 in the Qing
Qianlong Period, to over 6000 in 1980s, among which over 3000 are relatively well
and intactly preserved. By 2012, only more than 1000 ones have left with relatively
complete form, which included over 100 CRPU courtyards. How to protect, utilize
and innovate Siheyuan has become one of the major challenges for Beijing during
its journey towards international metropolis. In order to solve this problem, the
compilation and publication of Annals of Beijing Siheyuan will provide basic data,
and will play an irreplaceable role in the study of the Beijing city development and

the ancient capital protection.
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