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Name— phoneme— phonetic

Introduction By Ma Cheng

The method may be summed up as follows.

1. The names of 26 letters are taught through the common
knowledge and some abbreviations with which the student has been
f.amiliar in their everyday life,such as USA,TV,APC.

'2. Phonemes are taught from the very beginning and from the
very first lesson after teaching the names of 26 letters. They are
taught through the names;that is to say we draw some phonernes
from certain names. We must proceed from the surface to what
lies behind and stress practical results, mustn’t consider a question
of teaching English in a mechanical way. Phonetic exercises should
be done regularly.

3. Phonetic symbols are taught after teaching all the phonemes
of 26 letters themselves. We ought to proceed from the easy to the
difficult in order to let the student understand phonetic symbols
fully and the student will learn the new by restudying the old. Af-

ter that the student should be trained to read new words with the
help of phonetic symbols, for exercises on easily confused sounds
are a regular feature in the word list.

In a word, we favour reforms,especially the reform in teach-
ing pronunciation. We think that learning a language is a highly
intellectual activity ,and insist upon the function of intelligence and
reasoning power. We are opposed to nothing but mechanical mem-
orizing.

The methods we have suggested here are purely empirical and
have limited usefulness,and the personality of the teacher is more
important than methods. Besides, methods that might suit one

teacher admirably,could be worse than useless for another.

Pronunciation should be taught in connection with speaking

and listening. Pronunciation is skill. In cultivating the phonetic

skills,it is not enough to depend merely on the phonetic lesson.
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Lesson One

1. Teaching Aims

1)Roughly understand and memorize the 26 English letters.

2)Learn to read some abbreviations in order to consolidate the

names of English letters.

2. Difficult Points

Confused sounds,such as j,g;p,t;u,v;bsd. Through reading
the teacher can help the student fix in his mind these minimal dif-
ferences of sound.

3. Teaching Procedures

Step 1. Review the old materials that the pupils have studied
in their primary schools and in everyday life.

Turn to page 1. The Alphabet.

A ,a:the length of rectangle

B,b:the width(breadth)of rectangle

C,ccircumference

D,d:The diameter of circle

E,e:Vitamin E

F,f:a melody of a song

G,g:A melody of a song

H,h:The height of triangle

1,i:IQ cosmetics .

J,j:one of the playing cards.

K,k:one of the playing cards.

L,1:especially big or outsize garmen ts

M, m:metre

N,n;North

0,0:centre

P, p:antipyretic

Q,q:The True Story of A Q

R,r;redius

S,s;area

T,t;multiply speed by time get distance

U,u;United States of Ametica

V,v;volume

W, w.water closet

X,x:X—ray examination

Y.y Z,z;unknown numbers

Some of the pupils have known the letters in their primary
‘schools or at home. So it is easy for the children to read after the
teacher. At first the teacher may speak rather more slowly than the
teacher (you)normally does from the very beginning to the end.

Let the students listen to the teacher carefully. When he reads the
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English Alphabet ;he teacher uses the rising tone first and then the
falling tone.
Step 2. Read after 'the teachier | you may follow the technique

given in Step 1;pointing to. the letters in the textbookiand read:

each letter slowly. The puapils repeat again and again'in chorus until
26 letters are grasped by7all the students.

Step 3. Let the students read aloud,one after another for ex-
ample., the ‘teacher say ; *

‘read pleasé! ¥ Then one” by-.one’the Students go on to read. The’

teacher says again, “The next one,next one” until the last at the
back. From now on we must observe exactly whaeeverybody actu-
“ally reads so as to correct ‘their own phonetic shortcomings.

Step 4.
letters. For example BBC stands for British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. W. C.
They can also be written with full stops“. ”(U. S. A)

Abbreviations like these are mnormally pronounced with the

Abbreviations consist of the names of the initial

stands for water claset, TV Stands for television.

main stress on the last letter of .the abbreviation,and a secondary

stress on the first letter.

USA( ju:es' ei)/TV

elementary course A B C

insecticidle DD T

three times daily t,i,d

vitamins ABCDE.

East,South , West ,North.,

United States of America |,

unknown numbers ‘ j

centre, radius height,volumé, kilo,metre , outsize garment.

playing cards, melodies of songs

Common mathematical symbols and formulas

eceOmittedese -

Step 5. Surnmary:Consonaﬁts are similar to initial consonants
of the Chinese syllables. English vowels are similar to simple or
compound vowels of Chinese syllableés.

Step 6. Homework. Read the alphabet in order.

izt i/

Lesson Two

1 Teaéhing Aims.

The aim in this Icsson is to teach the students to write 26 let-
ters. You can’t teach your pupils to Write English wonderful in the
first lesson of the first week or first month. Your aim at the start
will be to get your students to have some acquaintance with hand-
,writ_ing.perhaps,you have found that they are all complete begin-
‘ners thh no-knowledge of English at all ,How does one begin on a
-job. hk,e this? You may ask, “Can the students learn to write the let-
ter at:once?”You don’t have to worry about that.

9 ;The_re are.many advantages in ;éaching the children to write.

‘e 8~-

Now, Comrade Li Xiaoming, stand upy -
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The students have studied the Chinese phonetic alphabet for five
years. Many of the first lessons may take one or two lesson periods
to do written exercises. The students have much time for reading
and writing ,especially in the early stages of textbook.

2. Difficult Points Five vowel letters

3. Teaching Procedures

Step 1. Sing the ABC Song. You say, “Let’s sing I can say my
ABC”and you say ,“one,two,sing! ”The boys and girls sing aloud
twice.

Step 2. Review the letters the studénts have studied last time
and read out these groups of letters.

Read out these groups of letters

Aa Hh Jj Kk Cei)
EeBbCeDd Gg Pp Tt Vv (i)
Ii Yy (ail
Oo (eul
Uu Qq Ww Gul
filmnsxz Cel

Rr Ca:]

You had better order the students to read this table several

times,and compare these letters.

Step 3. Explain the importance of learning to write while
stressing listening and speaking.

Beginning from lesson 8,a great number of written exercises
should be prepared. Further,stringent demands should be put on
the students” written work, No sloppiness should be tolerated.

There are many methods in teaching penmanship. There
should be regular spelling checks and short dictations. Spelling
games may also be played in and out of class. Sometimes it is im-
possible for you to correct every single piece written by every stu-
dent. But we must realize that the correction of written work is im-
portant. Other exercises,e. g,dictation,can be corrected by the stu-
dents swapping their work with each other. When frée writing is
done , pick out all the commonest mistakes and spend a few min-

utes of class time going over these.

Step 4. Let the students look at these letters from the very be-
ginning from A to Z after reading 26 letters in the book, you
should order the children to shut their textbooks to learn by heart.

Then immediately these letters should be written in italics on
the blackboard,in order,

You have to spend as little time as possible to underline and
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write down 26 letters on the blackboard. We do this so as to cause
* the students to pay attention to the order of strokes observed in cal-
ligraphy.

You had better explain the following .

These letters are similar to the Chinese phonetic alphabet. All
the students are familiar with phonetic annotatioﬁ of Chinese char-
acters. So the students have many advantages in learning to write.
But-you must make it clear that the handwriting is usually some-
what different . Don’ t mix it up with the Chinese phonetic alpha-
bet.

Step 5. Handwriting.

The letters will be written on the line both the capitals and the
small letter. While reading you write the first letter on the black-
board and then the pupils writé them three times in their Exercise
bo.oks.

Step 6. You order one or two of them to come to the front.

You may ask someone to correct the mistakes on the blackboard.

Step 7. The homework for today.

1. Review 26 letters and be prepared to recite 26 letters;

2. Written work: copy the letters,two lines.

3. Next time we are going to have a dictation.
Lesson Three

1: Teaching Aims

1)The phonemes of 15 consonant letters and the vowel e

" 2)6 new words containing the phoneme [e]
2. Difficult Points the pronunciation of “e”
3. Teaching Procedures
Step 1. At first, we must make clear the distinction in pronun-
ciation between the name and phoneme of a letter. There are twen-
ty six letters in English. Each has its own name,which is called the
name of the letter. A phoneme refers to the pronunciation of a let-
ter in the word. For example,the word blackboard ,there are ten let-
ters in the word. but there are only seven phonemes b—l—a-—ck
—b—oar —d. Therefore,the name of a letter is completely differ-
ent from the phoneme of a letter . There are 48 phonemes in Eng-
lish at least,as for the letter,only 26 letters altogether,no more. It
is necessary , therefore,to master all the phonemes so that the stu-
dent can have a clearer understanding of the distinctive sounds
which exist in the language. The student has to spend the major

patt of the hour practising with phonemes.
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Step 2. We use four methods to study the phonemes of 21
consonant letters ;

1. Dropping the first sound of a letter or last sound of a let-
ter. What is called dropping the first or last sound of a letter is the
simplest way to learn the phonemes of some consonants. As we
know, any consonant letter contains two or more than two
phonemes. For example, the name of the letter “b”[bi: | has two
phonemes [b] and [i:]. and “w”[dablju: ] has six phonemes. [d]
[a] (0] [1] [§]0u: ]

1) The first method

Remember six phonemes in the way of

dropping the first sound of a letter.

Read the names of the following slowly and clearly

Ff [ef]>[e][£] drop [e]—>[f] is left

L1 [el]—[e] [1] drop [e]—[1] is left.

Mm [em] —[e] [m] drop [e]—=[m] is left.

Nn [en]—[e][n] drop [e]—>[n] is left.

Ss [es]—[e][s]drop [e]—>[s] is left.

Xx [eks |—>[e][k][s] drop [e]—[ks] is left.

It is very easy for you to read the names of the above letters,
so you can read out their phonemes as easy as turning your hand
over.

2)The second method

Remember nine phonemes in the way of

dropping the last sound of a letter.

Read the names of the following slowly and clearly
Bb [bi; ]>[b][i:] drop [i:]— [blis left.
Dd[di; J—>[d][i:] drop [i: ]—>[d] is left.

Jj [dzei]— [dz][ei] drop [ei]—[dz] is left.

Kk [kei]—[k] [ei] drop [ei]—[k] is left.

Pp [pi: ]=[p] [i:] drop [i:]—=[p] is left.

Tt [ti; ]—[t] [i:] drop [i; ]—[t] is left.

Vv [vi; J=>[v][i:] drop [i: ]—>[v] is left.

Zz (zi; |—>[z] [i; ]drop [i; |=[z] is left.

Ce [si: J—[s][i: Jdrop [i: ]—=[s] is left.

The letter C[si; ] has two phonemes. One is [s] the other is

[k]. the former is in “ce,ci,cy”.

Step 3. Group the letters according to sournd [e] ; f [ef] I

(et mfem] n [en] s[es] x[eks] z [zed].
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