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A STUDY OF PRE-QIN TAOISM

ABSTRACT

This dissertation tries to inquire into Pre-qin Taoism through
taking a view of Taoist”s philosophical categories, such as Being and
Non-being, Nature and Man, Individual and Society, Life and
Death, Tao and Speech. In my view, Pre-qin Taoist goes beyond his
contemporaries and comes to us. We have been seeing this more
clearly while making a horizontal comparative study of Taoism, Con-
fucianism and Mohist philosophy, and the vertical of Taoism and con-
tempory western philosophy . Five chapters constitute this writings. In
Chapter 1,1 present the background of Taoism, that is to say, the so-
cial and politicl conditions of the Pre-qin periods, historiographer-
culture and the living of the recluses. In the next chapter, I go into
the couple of categories, Being and Non-being, and make a systemat-
ic exposition of Taoist’ s ontology, cosmology , the ideas about No-self
and No-action. Being and Non-being, the central core of Taoist’ s
philosophical categories, which is characterized by metaphisical spec-
ulation , makes a striking contrast to the other schools of Pre-gin phi-
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losophy. In the other part, I show the important theories of natural
philosophy, political philosophy, ethical philosophy, the philosophy
of life and linguistic philosophy through the analysing of the cate-
gories of Nature and Man, Individual and Society, Life and Death,
Tao and Speech. Here we have Taoism at its best. In the end, I
analyse the inner connectedness between all these categorise and
elucidate the significance of Pre-qin Taoism in this times.

Key Words: Pre-qin Taoism Being and Non-being
Nature and Man  Individual and Society
Life and Death Tao and Speech
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