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| graduated from Decoration Art Department of Central Academy of Art and
Design in my early years, and later as a graduate student graduated from Design
__ Department of the Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University. where | got every
~mentar's profound edification and was deeply influenced by traditional culture and
art and modem art and design. | immersed myself in my favorite comparative study
of traditional art and modem design and new paper-cut art for decades, made an
integration of modern design cancept and traditional art spirit, accumulated a wealth
of artistic and creative experience, and created a large number of innovative modemn
paper-cut art works and cultural creative products of contemporary paper-cut art,
which has drawn the world's attention.

In artistic creation, | insist on inhertance and breakthrough, try to explore Chinese
tradiitional cuttural spirit, seek new inspiration of artistic creation from the source point
of ancient cultural art, such as painted pottery decorative patterns, bronze carving,
Han Dynasty painting, Tang and Song Dynasty art, Ming and Qing court and the folk
decoration art...| comprehend creative inspiration from the enjoyable spirit of Chinese
arl, such as Chinese freehand brushwaork painting and traditional Chinese realistic
painting, Chinese calligraphy, Chinese folk art...| forge ahead, develop modern art
and new art with modem design spirt, stay out from the source of Chinese traditional
culture and art, make efforts to achieve the intemationalized , fashionable, popular art
language of the new art, and realize the common development and progress of new
art creative works and new design creative products of new paper-cut art.

As same as other forms of Chinese art, paper-cut art is a representative type of the
Chinese an, although people’s awareness of Chinese paper-cut art is not reasonable.
We should take this as a camier of art display, actively explore new paper-cut art with
broad public base, typical Chinese style, and intermational fashion beauty,

l'always believe that insistance on my own way to go straight ahead will get a good
harvest, and sincerely believe this sentence: when all the: people think it is a broad
raad, it is a small winding path, and when all the people think that it is small winding
path, infact, it is a broad road.

Zhao Xigang in Beijing
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New Paper-cut Art

Zhao Xigang began the paper-cut in 1986, when he was
the second grade student in the university. In a class of
illustration, he made a set of illustrations for The Legend of
the White Snake through using a language of stippling white
paper-cut, which won teachers and students’ amaze and
love.

Since then, he often laid himself in the paper-cut world
in class or out of work. After his scissors enter a blank
paper, his heart is naturally quiet, and sight is in automatic
daydream, and hollowness suddenly bursts into a vivifying
world. Birds, flowers, the moon and the sun, fruits, seeds,
solar terms, characters, animals, myths, and all reveal from
the gaps which his scissors walked through, vivid and
interesting, innocent and lively. The delicate lines under the
scissors as stretches of his nerve touch every blank corner.
For contraction and expansion of every form, one breeds
another, and forms' interdependence, mutual reproduction
and illuminate, presupposion and adventure propel Zhao
Xigang's heart into a free world where form meets spirit in
the competition.

| congratulate him that The Story of Paper-cut under the
cooperation with teacher Lv Jingren won the silver medal of
“the world's most beautiful book in Leipzig"in 2012, which
marks he opens up the new world of contemporary paper-
cut art. | believe, his paper-cut arts relating to the Folk
Story, the Story of the Forest, the Story of Ocean and so on,
will emit wonderful light of life in the chaos.

Paper-cut art is his life, as well as his inner calling for
life. He grew up in folk paper-cut art world in Gaomi, city
of Weifang, Shandong, and his childhood memories have
brought up his whole silhouette and vivid insights. His
paper-cut should be considered as the song and memory
in his life, as poem, as painting, as knowledge, as ambition,
as himself ...

Liu Jude
VIl FHYEL New Paper-cut A

Lits Jude

The ornginal vice - presudent of the
Art Scheol of Taingtua University,
nuw is the professor in the Pamting
Degrartment of the At Scivool
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Uncommonly “Ordinary” —Read Xigang's
New Paper-cut

Xigang graduated from the Central Academy of Art
&Dasign in the late of 1980', and turned back school (now
Tsinghua University Academy of Fine Arts) as undergraduate
in early twenty-first century, during which | have been
teaching in this school. So | could often meet this “elder”
one of the students, Xigang, who is inarticulate, simple and
honest, can be “submerged” among the feisty young people.
However, it is his paper-cut works that atiract my attention.
He sent works in the sixth and the seventh Design and Art
Exhibition of National Books, and the tenth and the eleventh
National Fine Art Exhibition, and | was a judge. Approach
Xigang's new paper-cut as if the eastern fresh wind is stirring
face, which is a wonderful flower among the numerous
works, and I'm deeply attracted by it.

After he graduated, we truly contact closely. He often
comes to the office to communicate with me. It touches me
that he is obsessed with and concentrates on the paper-
cut. Xigang born in Shandong has been in Beijing studying,
working and living for more than 20 years, but he doesn’t
change his strong local accent. | was born in Shanghai and
speak the mandarin with southern accent. But checking the
Lv's family tree in the Book of Family Names, | know most of
the men surnamed Lv came from Shandong, so it is gracious
for me to listen to Xigang talking.

Xigang said he was raised in the family with folk printing
and dyeing craft and saturated from childheod in the
atmosphere of the folk art and craft, such as paper-cut,
woodcut, color printing cloth, clay toy, paper kite and so on.
He particutarly paid attention to the characteristics of the
folk paper-cut and the rough Binzhou paper-cut. During the
experience of living in the country, he would especially like
to focus on all kinds of natural creatures which left available
DNA mnemonic symbals in his mind... Although experiencing
academic professional training for nearly 10 years, hex
still remains awestruck and admiring to the universe, life,
phenomena and folk custom. The aesthetic standard of the
corresponding justice and valuing each other in the nature
has integrated into his blood, and permeated into his whole
spirit dimension .

The ancients said “The implementation of music can
make people's ambition noble. Following the ritual can form
people's virtue. In order to make people hear and see clearly,
and feel gentle and quiet, change the customs, and then
the world is peaceful.” In traditional culture, it is emphasized
to understand in nature that the nature takes the existence
as law, morality and fate. The content of Xigang paper-cut
almost never leaves these themes. His creation has a clear
train of thought: telling Chinese story and acting the Eastern
soul, such as the Twenty-four Solar Term, the Twelve Zodiac
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in cultural work, do this?

Xigang asked me—a layman to write introduction, and
| really don’t deserve it. The above few words may not
be accurate. | just want to express my admiration and
congratulation. Ask experts for understanding.

Lv Jingren




