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To the Teacher

PURPOSE

The Multiple Skills Series is a nonconsumable reading program designed
to develop a cluster of key reading skills and to integrate these skills with
each other and with the other language arts. Multiple Skills is also diag-
nostic, making it possible for you to identify specific types of reading
skills that might be causing difficulty for individual students.

FOR WHOM
The twelve levels of the Multiple Skills Series are geared to students who
comprehend on the pre-first- through ninth-grade reading levels.

» The Picture Level is for children who have not acquired a basic sight
vocabulary.

» The Preparatory 1 Level is for children who have developed a limited
basic sight vocabulary.

» The Preparatory 2 Level is for children who have a basic sight vocab-
ulary but are not yet reading on the first-grade level.

* Books A through I are appropriate for students who can read on grade
levels one through nine respectively. Because of their high interest
level, the books may also be used effectively with students funcuon-
ing at these levels of competence in other grades.

The Multiple Skills Series Placement Tests will help you determine the
appropriate level for each student.

PLACEMENT TESTS

The Elementary Placement Test (for grades Pre-1 through 3) and the
Midway Placement Tests (for grades 4-9) will help you place each stu-
dent properly. The tests consist of representative units selected from the
series. The test books contain two forms, X and Y. One form may be used
for placement and the second as a post-test to measure progress. The tests
are easy to administer and score. Blackline Masters are provided for
worksheets and student performance profiles.

THE BOOKS

This third edition of the Multiple Skills Series maintains the quality and
focus that have distinguished this program for over 25 years. The series
includes four books at each level, Picture Level through Level 1. Each
book in the Picture Level through Level B contains 25 units. Each book
in Level C through Level I contains 50 units. The units within each book
increase in difficulty. The books within a level also increase in difficulty—
Level A, Book 2 is slightly more difficult than Level A, Book 1, and so
on. This gradual increase in difficulty permits students to advance from
one book to the next and from one level to the next without frustration.

Each book contains an About This Book page, which explains the skills
to the students and shows them how to approach reading the selections




To the Teacher

and questions. In the lowest levels, you should read About This Book to
the children.

The questions that follow each unit are designed to develop specific read-
ing skills. In the lowest levels, you should read the questions to the children.

In Level E, the question pattern in each unit is
1. Title (main idea)
2. Stated detail
3. Stated detail
4. Inference or conclusion
5. Vocabulary

The Language Activity Pages (LAP) in each level consist of four parts:
Exercising Your Skill, Expanding Your Skill, Exploring Language, and
Expressing Yourself. These pages lead the students beyond the book
through a broadening spiral of writing, speaking, and other individual and
group language activities that apply, extend, and integrate the skills being
developed. You may use all, some, or none of the activities in any LAP;
however, some LAP activities depend on preceding ones. In the lowest
levels, you should read the LAPs to the children.

In Levels C-I, each set of Language Activity Pages focuses on a particu-
lar skill developed through the book. Emphasis progresses from the most
concrete to the most abstract:

First LAP Details

Second LAP Vocabulary

Third LAP Main ideas

Last LAP Inferences and conclusions
SESSIONS

The Multiple Skills Series is basically an individualized reading program
that may be used with small groups or an entire class. Short sessions are
the most effective. Use a short session every day or every other day, com-
pleting a few units in each session. Time allocated to the Language
Activity Pages depends on the abilities of the individual students.

SCORING

Students should record their answers on the reproducible worksheets. The
worksheets make scoring easier and provide uniform records of the chil-
dren’s work. Using worksheets also avoids consuming the books.

Because it is important for the students to know how they are progress-
ing, you should score the units as soon as they’ve been completed. Then
you can discuss the questions and activities with the students and encour-
age them to justify their responses. Many of the LAPs are open-ended
and do not lend themselves to an objective score; for this reason, there
are no answer keys for these pages.
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Clara ran out to the garden excitedly. Vegetables were growing in

neat rows in the small, raised beds. Each bed was surrounded by

flowers. Clara was not interested in the vegetables. She wanted to

see the daisies and the bright yellow marigolds. (% &4 3L &3
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A careful reader thinks about the writer’s words and pays attention to
what the story or article is mainly about. A careful reader also“reads
between the lines” because a writer does not tell the reader everything.
A careful reader tries to figure out the meaning of new words too. As
you read the stories and articles in this book, you will practice all of
these reading skills.

First you will read a story and choose a good title for it. The title will
tell something about the main idea of the article or story. To choose a
good title, you must know what the story or article is mainly about.

The next two questions will ask you about facts that are stated in the

story or article. To answer these questions, read carefully. Pay attention
to the details.

The fourth question will ask you to figure out something the writer
doesn’t tell you directly. For example, you might read that Dr. Fujihara
received an emergency call, drove to Elm Street, and rushed into a
house. Even though the writer doesn’t tell you directly, you can figure
out that Dr. Fujihara knows how to drive and that someone in the house
is probably sick. You use the information the author provides plus your
own knowledge and experience to figure out what is probably true.

The last question will ask you to tell the meaning of a word in the
story or article. You can figure out what the word means by studying its
context—the other words and sentences in the story. Read the following

sentences.

Clara ran out to the garden excitedly. Vegetables were growing
in neat rows in the small, raised beds. Each bed was surrounded by
flowers. Clara was not interested in the vegetables. She wanted to

see the daisies and the bright yellow marigolds.

Did you figure out that marigolds are flowers? What clues in the story
helped you figure this out?

This book will help youn practice your reading skills. As you learn to use
all of these skills together, you will become a better reader.

B




BOOK 1




Few people would be foolish enough to walk among lions and
other wild animals. Today you can drive safely through wild animal
country, if you keep your car windows closed. There are a number of
such open-space zoos-in the United States. The first was opened in
1967 in Florida. It is called Lion Country Safari.

Lion Country Safari has 650 acres full of wild African animals.
There are many lions and about 350 other animals, such as elephants,
giraffes, zebras, rhinos, gstriches, and chimps. To keep visitors safe,
there are a few rules—no cloth-top convertibles, all windows closed,
and no getting out of cars.

For those who like to get closer to the animals, there is a petting
section where there are baby animals only. It’s safer that way.

1. The best title is—
(A) Walking with Wild Animals
(B) Elephants and Lions
(C) Follow the Rules
(D) A Drive-in Zoo

2. One thing not allowed in Lion Country Safari is—
(A) hard-top cars (B) closed windows
(C) cloth-top convertibles (D) wild animals

3. In Lion Country Safari there are—

(A) 640 elephants (B) 35 animals
(C) 1,967 giraffes (D) many lions
4. Leaving car windows open in the Lion Country Safari would be—
(A) fun (B) safe
(C) dangerous (D) wise
5. The word “section” in line twelve means—
(A) hospital (B) animal
(C) area (D) glove

I B



Ginny was a big orange cat—a cat with money!

In Keston, England, some years ago, Ginny’s owner noticed that
something was wrong with Ginny. The cat was limping—Ilimping
badly. Ginny was picked up and examined. It was discovered that
there were two pieces of what looked like glass in one of her paws.

Her owner took the pieces of “glass™ out of Ginny’s paw and had
them tested. They were diamonds—and worth one hundred dollars
each.

On her travels, Ginny had “picked up” the diamonds somewhere.
No one ever found out where, although many people searched. No
one knew except Ginny—and she couldn’t tell!

1. The best title is—
(A) Finding Broken Glass
(B) A Cat with Diamonds
(C) Testing a Cat’s Paw
(D) A Talking Cat

2. Ginny, the cat, lived in—

(A) America (B) Norway
(C) England (D) Ireland
3. The two diamonds looked like pieces of—
(A) rock (B) wood
(C) shell (D) glass
4. After discovering the diamonds, Ginny’s owner was probably—
(A) happy (B) tired
(C) upset (D) hungry
5. The word “searched” in line ten means—
(A) needed (B) slipped
(C) looked (D) forgot




Would you believe that in Tokyo new police officers take a course
in how to use chopsticks correctly? It’s true. Tara Falk learned this
when she went to Japan with her father on a business trip. Her
father’s friend, Mr. Sato, told them that the Japanese are really
worried about the decline in the use of chopsticks.

He said that fifty years ago children used chopsticks correctly by
the age of three. Today it may take until they are six or seven. Some
never learn at all.

Tara saw “trainer chopsticks™ in many Japanese stores. They were
made of plastic with loops that show where to put your fingers. From
the many thousands sold each day, you can see that the Japanese do
not want to lose this old and important skill.

1. The best title is—
(A) Chopsticks in Japan
(B) Plastic Toys
(C) Knives and Forks
(D) A Trip to Japan

2. Tara went to Japan—

(A) alone (B) with her mother
(C) with her father (D) on aclass trip

3. When Tara went shopping, she saw—
(A) many gifts (B) “trainer chopsticks”
(C) her best friend (D) beautiful kites

4. The story suggests that more and more Japanese are—
(A) in school (B) eating in restaurants
(C) using forks (D) cooking at home

5. The word “decline” in line five means—
(A) interest (B) increase
(C) lessening (D) playfulness




One day a wild bull moose walked out of the woods and came over
to a herd of cows on a farm in Minnesota. He became friendly with
the cows and began staying around them all day as they grazed in the
pasture.

The moose even began eating with the cows, helping to finish up
the grass in the pasture. Soon he became the leader of the whole herd.
The cows wanted to stay out with the moose when it was time to go
back to the barn. Each night the farmer had to chase the moose away
in order to get the cows to come home.

1. The best title is—
(A) Milking Cows
(B) Farming in Minnesota
(C) The Friendly Moose
(D) A Big Mean Moose

2. The moose came out of the—

(A) cave (B) barn
(C) woods (D) zoo

3. The moose ate the—
(A) cows (B) grass
(C) farmer (D) oats

4. The story suggests that different kinds of animals—
(A) are always enemies (B) can be friends
(C) cannot be friends (D) cannot be found

5. The word “herd” in line two means—

(A) sign (B) group
(C) milk (D) single




How many times have you squeezed toothpaste from a tube? Too
many times to count? You may be interested to know that it was not
always packaged in tubes.

Toothpaste was once sold only in jars—and often the family
members all dipped their toothbrushes into the same jar. Not very
healthful!

In 1892, Dr. Washington Sheffield, a dentist, had the idea of
putting toothpaste in tubes. He began to sell tubes of toothpaste, and
business was so good that he produced tubes for other products also.
The next time you squeeze a tube of toothpaste, think of Dr. Sheffield
and his wonderful idea.

1. The best title is—
(A) Jars and Brushes
(B) An Unhealthy Idea
(C) The Beginning of Toothpaste Tubes
(D) A Dentist Makes a Million Dollars

2. The story says that toothpaste was once sold in—

(A) boxes (B) pipes
(C) jars (D) bowls
3. Dr. Washington Sheffield was—
(A) an eye doctor (B) a dentist
(C) ateacher (D) a foot doctor

4. One thing the story does not tell about the toothpaste tube is—
(A) when Sheffield got the (B) who invented it
idea
(C) how much it cost (D) if it was a success

5. The word “produced” in line nine means—
(A) cleaned (B) lost
(C) made (D) squeezed




Did you ever hear of a dog that flies or a horse that sings? Of
course not! But there is a fish that walks. It is the walking catfish of
Florida.

In the late 1960s, a few were brought from India to Florida. The
walking catfish has no enemies in Florida, so its numbers have
increased enormously.

The walking catfish walks on its fins. It usually travels at night and
can walk a quarter of a mile in a few hours. It has organs like lungs
as well as gills to help it breathe.

The walking catfish eats almost anything—worms, mussels,
insects, plants, and other fish. When its watery home does not have
enough food, it simply walks to a new one!

1. The best title is—
(A) The Night Walker
(B) The Walking Catfish
(C) Changing Homes
(D) From India to Florida

2. The walking catfish walks on its—

(A) short legs (B) gills
(C) lungs (D) fins
3. In Florida you can see a—
(A) dog that flies (B) horse that sings
(C) fish that walks (D) tree that cries
4. If the walking catfish had enemies, there would be—
(A) more of them (B) less of them
(C) the same number (D) less cats

5. The word “organs” in line eight means—
(A) pianos (B) gills
(C) body parts (D) moving parts
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