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RIS | Preface

Housing is the closest architecture type to human beings
with many different types. At all times and in all over the
world housing can be classified into 3 types according to the
main body of construction: welfare housing conducted by
governments, commercial housing conducted by real estate
developers and self-built housing by residents.

After WWI with the change of living requirements, a new type
of housing sharing the features of the above three came
into being in Europe. It is the so-called “Co-housing”, which
provides a way for residents to co-built housing together.
It well combines the advantages of the three and evades
the disadvantages to some degree. However, Co-housing
at that time was less effective than the main three types of
housing: neither could Co-housing make full use of policies
like governments, nor could it run professionally with the
"invisible hand" like enterprises or with a clear purpose but
without time limit like one family.

When it comes to 21st century, informational techniques,
global perspectives, individualized living requirements and
urbanized communication ways help built new growing
environment for Co-housing. Co-housing, which is a type
of collaborative housing and in which residents actively
participate in the design and operation process of their own
communities, has been favored increasingly in Germany.
In Berlin, with continuous exploration, Co-housing has
gradually developed a sound set of practical mechanisms
and a large number of highly individualized residential
design-works boomed getting rid of the conventional model.

Focusing on Co-housing’s typologies and design features in
Berlin since 2000, this book explores positive and practical
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ways to design housing with the participation of multiple
parties in order to find a new model for contemporary
residential design resolving conflicts between the public and
the private, the collective and the individual, the unified and
the personalized.

The book selected 40 Co-housing projects including living
communities and individual buildings. Based on the 40
cases, 19 of them are well displayed in detail with a lot of
photos, drawings, and relevant data. Together they show
the accomplishment of Co-housing in Berlin achieved in the
pursuit of diversity and individuation both in urban design
and architecture design.Through analysis, we are looking for
inspiration and references to housing in China.

This book is firstly the achievement of Urban Design Master
Dual Degree Program between Tongji University and TU
Berlin. After several years of preparation the joint graduate
program sponsored by Chinese government and German
government started in 2006. This two-year program
contains four learning modules via English teaching, which
spend the first year in TU Berlin and the second year in
Tongji University. In early years Chinese Scholarships Council
and Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst offered the
participants scholarship and nowadays no additional tuition
is charged. This program was established by Peter Herrle
from TU Berlin and LI Zhenyu from Tongji University. Up to
date it is in its 10th year and more than 200 students have
taken part in this program.

The master dissertations in this program mainly deal with the
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urban and architectural issues in the opposite country which
positively help the two countries know each other more
deeply and help students from the two countries broaden
their horizons and understand the diversity of issues in cities
and architectures.

GONG Zhe started to study for his master degree in College
of Architecture and Urban Planning in Tongji University in
2011. His Chinese supervisor is LI Zhenyu and German
supervisor is Philipp Misselwitz. GONG Zhe went to
Germany in September 2012 and chosen Co-housing in
Berlin as his topic of master dissertation under the guidance
of the two supervisors. With the help of Philipp Misselwitz,
GONG Zhe started his field trips and research work in
Berlin. When back to Tongiji in September 2013, GONG Zhe
finished his dissertation guided by LI Zhenyu. In June 2014
He finished his final defense and received good evaluation
from Thesis Supervisory Committee. The book is based on
GONG Zhe's bilingual master dissertation "Research on Co-
housing’s Typologies and Design Features in Berlin". This
book is also the first published bilingual master dissertation
of this program.

The main research and writing of this book was finished

by GONG Zhe. LI Zhenyu helped choose the research

topic, define the research outline and modified the main

body of the book. Philipp Misselwitz guided the field trips in

Berlin, provided relevant materials and modified the english

version of the book. Wish this book offer different thought

and valuable reference to the current housing design and
research.

GONG zZhe

LI Zhenyu

Philipp Misselwitz

December 2015
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1.1 A2 EERIEIEN '

WPEE

single-family houses

/N1t =
HR55 projects with elderly people
Extensive Participation
Common Process
Facilities

BREES KEEETE

Co-Housing communal housing projects

Intentional Complete
Neighbourhood Resident
Design Management B
RirEsZERE
ter- or multi-generation projects
EE'LRE'\J %gjﬂﬁaﬁ Inter- or multi-generation projec
PEIRIT nEE
REE X

large community houses
jointly planned by a group of families

Fig.1.1 BRE2{EERIFE Co-housing’s Characteristics
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1.1 R ESHEXENX

BKREEEMENEES, BRIZRS 5EERITAE
Hidie |, 2UMERL. AR, EARRIISESOERER
IRE (LaFond? , 2011), SfBLI TR (Fig1.1) ¢

1. ERS5MKIRITERE, RRBRES;

2. FERITUSEEEASE, HXKEERAREENE
EERERS S

3. IEAAHIRS®RE (EE. &7 ) EERE, &
TESEEREX;

4. BRUSEHBSH AL EETSRIAEE

BRETEEaEREE, XRMUFIMEEIETMN
INERPEEEHRAREEHK, AIEERESEA
BTk, FESHNETTER.

BRAENB AL RETE RERNA . BERZE
HMIRFR D BRI . Experimentdays 12 RIS 5 H
DRT=ASE: AHER]. REE (FEBUFFHIEEFIAR
FFRAEERI ). AHER I 2ISBAFY R EMEER ], Flns
BAFEBRRESEES]); TREARERIEBHFARK
FBRIEEFIEES; FAEBIIVNEEFENLAE. Fig1.2
B 7 RSEEXAIRERERENAE.

1 FEMEETF http://www.cohousing.org

2 Michael LaFond, M BERZ2EETEERME SR, id22 (Institute for Creative
Sustainability ) HHETREEEOIBMSEIRERA, SRIMFAR TS,

3 Experimentdays S id22 (OHEIFEERIRIARAT) 20, AKEEERE
LR B oI S TR B MRR TS, U HHERAZISRITNEESE. B
2003 LIk, Experimentdays AAMITRERBELEERE, SHZHFELUREE
FREHERAERMTRENE ., ANCHARREET, SRNBIASHENRREINT
B TIHM . 2012 EEDHIX—EE B Experimentdays 12,

1.1 Definition of Co-housing

Co-housing is a type of collaborative housing in which
residents actively participate in the design and operation
of their own neighborhoods'. And it is understood as
collaborative, cooperatives, collective and community-
oriented housing project (LaFond?® 2011). It has four
characteristics (Fig.1.1):

1. future residents can take part in the plan and design process and
they are decision-makers;

2. Co-housing projects are community oriented and internal
neighborhood design is great part of the project;

3.Co-housing projects are usually equipped with extensive common
facilities;

4. residents take the charge of daily management independently.

The forms and the scales of the projects are flexible, ranging
from single-family houses to large community houses and
from retirement houses to inter-generation houses.

The actors of Co-housing projects include those individuals,
organizations or institutions that are involved in the
development of Co-housing projects. Experiment-days
12 seminar® divided them into 3 categories: governmnet
organizations, Civil Societies (non-offical and non-profit
organizations) and Private groups. (Fig1.2)

1 Definition from the website: http://www.cohousing.org

2 Michael LaFond, director of id22(Institute for Creative Sustainability)

3 The EXPERIMENTDAYS is held by id22 (Institute for Creative Sustainability) annually
and is a platform for cooperative housing projects, ideas and actors of creative
sustainability in order to understand the city as a designed living space. Since 2003,
the EXPERIMENTDAYS has offered the possibility to learn about different kinds of
self-organized housing, find other supporters and to think about the future of urban
development. The EXPERIMENTDAYS offered a place for ideas and actions of everyday
life, art and politics to be developed through discussion, building, and experimentation.
Source: www.experimentcity.net
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1.1 BXEEEREREN

484 Organizing e

TIE&IE Project management
[BREE Resident management @
4841 Organizing e

TR &IE Project management o
$ARZHF Technical support e
BEEE Resident management e
#8) Fund, assistance e

TiE & Project management ®
i7ith Land @

A&HF Financial support
HikR4 Publication e

#A& Fund @

2% Knowledge e

{TEHIEIFASE Action oriented research o v \ o FRAR

29535 Knowledge exchange o ! Researcher N ‘ o W& Financial support
#tid£ Workshop, seminar o i Elly ot o §A3S Technical support
i s
AR Publication SERERE
Promoter
\ & International
#8f) Fund, assistance e \{Qetwork
#HB{EA Land information e - &
EFFR International exhibition ® - » W Govemmel\t\\~
&8 Information | | g '
- » REEAE s |
FIEEHE Networking o kv o TEA Initiation
/NE37HE Group assistance o M Architect . ® igit Design
: - - o FEEE Project management
nstruction Company o #hEModerator
Energy Planner ® fET Construction work

® BRIt Energy efficiency design

. © TEE® Project management
144 Information Agency o $RIBE Community organizing

144 Project Development ® R Webpage

® TE{SR Project information

* THEEE Project management

m Facilitator/ Moderator

Fig.1.2 BREZ{EEMIFIZEAERE Actors of Co-housing
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EEEIEEHARE

1.2 EEBRESHER

1I21BEAERAEBEABEFH(1IOHL KX -20HL4)
(Fig.1.3)

EERERAENHESEREANBEXWREHEA
MEREER¥E, MXES, “&SFEt” FREREEE
HESTENSERRZ— BTHEGEHERE. &
1840-1873 Fa#ZIH TV L ATHAE H s RS s &R
T, SEE(BEEET 1847 ERITE— AL .
1862 FE—MEBAIRENRMAL, SfFtE—IREE
FEAMIESE ., 1880 &, &1F#tix%E ( Cooperative Act)
ERXET  EE R RAKEE 1929 FLEFARFRITH,
BIEEAIRBRSHEREATRMESBERNEETER
FFE.

It K4E R SENEERSEX I RiEE,
BREEFEI—MERMEREES, BAAR—F “IHR

—R

BEE” o, MAMTENTERIGFENAE, £
FSERZEAREES. “EBERANERERL LHER

AEREHROAAEEURALERE" (P.ACHEM.
FEDROWITZ,2011) , 20 2 ¥HARE B &1E1tizan1E
REFX—ESHTH.

X—RTHAE A LR ERAAENRITE, R2ER
FETRAPIIESBENES., TkEE 1930 FRRE
EIEAE, LIRS T SHmAHiEsm, B
BEEMERRIFA, BE 1970 FRAFHRET

1.22 BEFRIRRLHE (20 42 70 F£4 -90 F£4)
(Fig.1.3)

Novy-Huy 2 25 ¥ R RAEKE, EBENE
NEHERHES, —F_BA+HhERRBLNR. EEF
sERIHHN T, HERRASRHERES SRS

n Bl7 7 EES— N RBMAEE, JLFEE—EEH. S
“ERET SRR, IIEEN T REEETISENS

, F. W. Raiffeisel

11847 &
Delitzsch 8l 7 EEE—1
HGE

%\I}R;gﬁNovy—Huy, Stiftung Trias BEFERESSREN, FESHBNERGZES
= To
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1.2 Development of Co-housing in Germany

1.2.1 Beginning (Late 19th Century-Early 20th Century)
(Fig.1.3)

The history of Co-housing in Germany goes along
with the development of self-made culture and self-
Organization tradition in Germany. As one of the forms of
Co-housing, Cooperative was born before Co-housing.
Between1840-1873 the intense industrialization period, with
the deteriorating working conditions, workers united together
to protect their own interests and the first cooperative * was
established in 1847 and the first home-ownership housing
cooperative was founded in Hamburg in 1862. In 1889
Cooperative Act was passed and during the time from WWI
to the Great Depression (1929) cooperative had become a
popular social tool and instrument to reflect the basic needs
of workers.

The community-oriented living concept emerged during
this period and “for a long time living in @ community has
been an alternative to living in the ‘standard’ situation as a
single family or an individual in a single house or apartment.
The cooperative housing movement at the beginning of
the twentieth century was already based on the perception
that housing means not only having a roof over your head,
but also including all the aspects of a community and its
infrastructure.” (PACHE, M. FEDROWITZ, 2011)

During this period little architectural practice was tested
and people just tried to realize the community living in the
traditional housing. With cooperatives were abandoned by
Nazi in 1930s and the intense process of industrialization

4 In 1847, the first aid association was founded by F. W. Raiffeisen and at the same time
independently the first “raw materials association” was found by H. S. Delitzsch. They are
the first cooperative in Germany and the tool to protect workers” interests.
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and urbanization, Co-housing practices were put into a lull
Not until 1970s did they thrive again.

1.2.2 Exploration and Practice Period (1970s-1990s)(Fig.1.3)

After World War |l, it was estimated 4 million houses were
destroyed during the war, and housing was needed by
about 12.5 million refugees. Germany started the period of
reconstruction of the cities and industry. The social housing
with state-subsidized loans began in order to provide
housing for people with low income. It made the housing
affordable for the people. In 1968, the student revolt began
in Paris, which demands for greater personal freedom and
reform in social values with more liberal ideas and in way
of life in society. This movement spread in many countries,
including Germany. During this period of time, the concept
of shared living arrangements and the fist commune was
formed. (Novy-Huy °, 2011, p.76-79)

The property speculation during 1970s-1980s led to the
protests and violent activities against to relevant authorities.
Those vacancies and high-rent buildings were occupied.
Nowadays many relevant scholars think that Co-housing
should also contain parts of squatter houses. Due to the
inappropriate urban renewal and development policies,
vacant apartment buildings, barracks and factories were
occupied by the citizens and in Berlin there were about 300
squatter houses. Urban policy advocators in this period
occupied the houses and tested the collective living and
other alternative living models. Some of them failed, some
of them changed their initial choice and others created
Co-housing projects that rooted in the local culture and
neighborhood, which contributed to the affordable self-
organized housing development.

During this period lots of Co-housing living concepts were

5 Rolf Novy-Huy, director of Stiftung Trias
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