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Preface

I am fortunate in having twice had Mr. Somervell for my part-
ner. After having first abridged volumes i—vi of A Study of His-
tory, he has now done the same skilful work on volumes vii—x.
So the reader now has at his command a uniformm abridgement
of the whole book, made by a clear mind that has not only mas-
tered the contents but has entered into the writer’s outlook and
purpose.

In the production of this second instalment of the abridge-
ment, Mr. Somervell and 1 have worked together in the same
way as before. In going through Mr. Somervell’s script before
publication, I have rarely suggested putting in again anything
that he has left out. A writer is usually not a good judge of
what it is best to cut out of his own work, and Mr. Somervell
has a wonderfully good eye for this—as will have been found
by anyone who has compared the first instalment of his abridge-
ment with the original. This time, as before, I have practically
confined myself to working over the passages that he has re-
tained, and so making them my own as well as his. This has
not been difficult, as he has managed, as before, to keep to my
words to a large extent in reproducing the gist of my meaning.
Where he has added points and illustrations of his own, as he
has done here and there, I have been glad to see something that
is his coalesce with what is mine.

For a long book like mine, in a busy age like this, it is a boon
to be abbreviated in a first-rate abridgement, such as Mr. Som-
ervell’s is. This makes the book accessible to readers who might
not have had the patience, or at any rate not the time, to read
the original. To my mind, the original and the abridgement are
complementary. Some readers of the second instalment of the
abridgement may, I hope, be led on, as I know some readers
of the first have been, to dip into the original, if not to read
the whole of it; and some intrepid readers of the original may
find the Abridgement, too, useful for recalling the general argu-
ment and structure of the book. In some ways, the deftest piece
of Mr. Somervell’s work seems to me to be the concluding sum-
mary of his abridgement of all ten volumes of the original.

Our co-operation over both instalments of the abridgement
has been a very happy experience for me.



Note

By the Maker of This Abridgement

The fact that this volume starts with Part VI, chapter XXIII, is
a reminder that this is not a complete work but the latter part of
one, and a reader who entered upon it without any knowledge
of what had gone before would find himself involved in much
the same difficulties as would beset him if he began reading the
third volume of one of the Victorian ‘three-volume’ novels. At
the end of this volume will be found an ‘Argument’, summariz-
ing the course of the whole work. It may be useful to those who
have read the earlier part of Mr. Toynbee's Study, either in its
original or its abridged form, and partly forgotten it.

1 am very grateful to Miss O. P. Self for compiling the Index
to this book.

1955 D.C.S.
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