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Preface

Ji'nan is also known as the Spring City for the numerous springs scattered around the city. The most famous one,
among the 72 widely-known springs, is Spouting Spring. but each spring has its own story.

There is a significant amount of Chinese literature paying tribute to the beautiful landscapes in Ji'nan. This
entices many tourists to visit Ji’'nan. Lao She (1899-1966), a famous Chinese writer, wrote that Ji’'nan’s winter is
tender. So is the city.

The springs and mountains carry a history of thousands of years. The city is old and mysterious on one hand
while lively and prosperous on the other. If it were to be compared to a woman, she must be beautiful in her appear-
ance and wise in her mind. It is no wonder that Ji’nan sometimes is called “Little Jiangnan (the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River)”.

I am thankful to the Memory of the Old Home in Sketches program sponsored by the Academy Press, which
gives me an opportunity to paint the historic architecture, tourist attractions, and old customs in Ji’nan with a realistic
touch. For me, this book is more than an album of paintings. It is a depiction of the city in my heart created with my
own hands.

This album consists of three parts: Historic Architecture, Modern Architecture and Folk Arts. 120 paintings
record the landscape, historical sites, culture and customs of Ji'nan. The creative process is a one of rediscovery for
me. Each and every line is full with respect and love for the traditional Chinese culture.

I am especially grateful to Mr. Zhou Ding from the Academy Press who has given me this precious opportunity
that allows me to present the old Ji'nan to the readers in my own way.

Zhou Yingfeng
February, 2015
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Sprouting Spring + Guanlan Pavilion

Built in 1461 on a high platform to the west of the Sprouting
Spring. Guanlan Pavilion is an open booth converted from the
original one which was half enclosed. It is the best spot to ap-
preciate the Sprouting Spring.
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Sprouting Spring * Wanghe Pavillion

Located northeast of the Sprouting Spring, Wanghe Pavillion was
changed to its current name from the original "SuyU Pavillion"
during the reign of the Qing Emperor, Qianlong (1736-1795).
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