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Jinci Temple locates at the source of the Jin River and the foot of Mt. Xuanweng (Hanging
Jar), 25km away from downtown Taiyuan City. Itis a scenic area filled with natural landscape
and diversified cultural landmarks. Infused by mountains, rivers and aged trees and dotted by
hundreds ofpalaces, halls, pavilions, terraces and bridges. Jinci Temple is world-famous forits
rich history and abundant relics. Furthermore, it’s of great historical, artistic and scientific

valuetostudy Chineseancientlandscapingandarchitecture,sculpturalandcarvingart, botany.

Jinci Temple, originally called Tang Shuyu Memorial Temple, was built to worship the first
governor of Jin State-Duke Tang Shuyu. Tang Shuyu was the sonof King Wu (the second
King in the Zhou Dynasty)and the younger brother of King Cheung. The land of Jinci was
called Tang. Because of his wise governing, Shuyu made people in the land of Tang live in a
happy life. Xie-Son of Shuyu renamed his land as Jin after he came into power because
the land was the source of Jin River. Henceforth, the state of Jin came into being. Later, a

memorial temple was built at the source of Jin River in honor of Shuyu and called King Jin’s

Memorial Temple—-Jinci Temple.
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A Bird's-eye-View of the Jinci Museum
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W 3¢ ographer Li Daoyuan in the Northern Wei Dynasty: “West of the ponds, at the

“rédge éfr ountains and rivers lies Tang Shuyu Memorial Temple, in which the prosperous

.'.!\:‘ bY

il "épr&‘g flows near odd pavilions and the flying bridge crosses over jade-like waters--- -+- e
indicates Jinci Temple carries a history of over 1,500 years at least. Constant renovation
and enlargement have given Jinci Temple great changes and embedded Confucianism,
Buddhism, Taoism and other immortalities into it. Thus, a mixture of ancient architecture,
aged trees and cultural and historical remains has been well-forged.

Sculptures are a principal part of the whole relics in Jinci Temple. More than 100
hundred clay, stone, wooden and iron statues from the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties

and Republic of China, have been nicely preserved.
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The Saint Mother’s Hall is a national-
treasure of ancient Chinese architecture.
It was built in AD 984 and rebuilt in AD
1102. Originally, it was to worship Duke

Tang Shuyu and started to worship Saint

Mother—Duke Tang Shuyu’s Mother or
King Wu’s Queen during the reign of the

fourth emperor in the Song Dynasty.

With Hanging Jar Mountain to the back,
facing the fish ponds and shaded by aged cypress trees, it is a grand monument of devotion.
Among all the ancient buildings in Jinci Temple, the Saint Mother’s Hall is the greatest, and
the earliest built in existence. It is the representative work of the structures built during the
Song Dynasty and is of great importance for studying history of Chinese architecture.
Inside the hall, 43 colorful clay statues are well preserved. Most surprisingly, no column
can be found inthe hall, which not only reinforce Saint Mother’s power but also offer

better conditions to settle all the statues.
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A Front View of the Saint Mother’s Hall 3 £ & 1F 37 1 &




A Cross Section View of the Saint Mother’s Hall & £ & 2\ b7 &

Based ontheinscriptionbehind the shrine where SaintMother sits, the Songstatues were made
by AD1087. The arrangement ofthe statues inthe hall is exactly asseeninapalacelongbefore. The
mainstatueinthe centerofthehallisthe SaintMother, YiJiang. Lookingcalmand graceful,shesits
regally wearing aphoenix coronet. Altogether, 42 maidservants attend her, 21 onboth the leftand
right sides, among whom there are five eunuchs, four maids in men’s clothes and 33 maidservants.
These sculptures, as far as their craftsmanship and artistic style are concerned, have sidestepped
any religious boundary and became the reflection of the former way of life. Each of them performs

different duties. One stands with ink and calligraphy brush, another servesfood and others are

ready to dance or sing. The sculptures’ artwork masterfully reproduces life—like clothes, soft
textures, folds and styles, which faithfully represent the figures’ proportions. Their figures vary
from plump to elegant, ranging in age and expression. Thus, the complex feelings of happiness,
unease, sOrrow, anger, serenity and anxiety arerevealedintheir expressions, one by one. Another
extraordinary aspectthey have is of being arranged according to their status, age, character,
expression, dress, utensils and relationship, which indicates the attention to detail of the ancient
sculptors, as well as their historical value. What F. Friedrich Engels said,“typiéal characters in

typical circumstances”is an ideal description to them.
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Saint Mother from the Northern Song Dynasty % BE{% / Jb &

YiJiang was King Wu’s queen and the mother of King Cheung and Duke Tang Shuyu. Why
has Yi Jiang been worshipped in Jinci Temple? During the fourth emperor’s reign in the Song

Dynasty, Duke Tang Shuyu was entitled to be King Fendong and his mother wasentitled to

be the Saint Mother, which was on the ancient philosophy—Women could only become famous
because of their husband or sons. Therefore, Yi Jiang was settled in the magnificent Saint
Mother’s Hall during the Song Dynasty. Astime flies, Saint Mother’s Hall has been the
major structure and the greatest among all buildings in Jinci Temple. The 42 figures of
maidservantsin Saint Mother’s Hallwere madeonpalacerulesand reallife by folksculptors.
As we can see, the complex emotion and individuality are revealed via these clay statues.
However, what their gestures and manners reflect is definitely not what the sponsors wanted.
The craftsmen embedded their creativity into these sculptures deeply. Sculptor Qian Shaowu
said: “These statues in Jinci Temple are a great achievement of realistic art.” Such an ability of
sculpturing figures had not been achieved before the Song Dynasty (since the 9th century),

which wasnotevenachievedinEuropeduringthe Renaissance (sincethe 14thcentury).
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The Northern Song Dynasty was a period full of creativity, during
which many poets and literatis were active, while Jinci Temple had been
renounced since the Northern Qi Dynasty. Whenthe second emperorinthe
Tang Dynasty described the beauty of Jinci Temple in JinciInscription, he

wrote that even the scene in heaven was not splendid as it in Jinci Temple.

An extraordinary poet— Li Bai wrote: “The water of the Never Aging
Spring in Jinci Temple is as clear as crystal and just as precious.” In the
Song Dynasty, many famous literatis, such as Ouyang Xiu and Fan
Zhongyan, described the beauty of Jinci Temple with wonderful verses
and articles. Judging from the history and the craftsmanship of the Song
statues, we can see they were not made by ordinary craftsmen. And they
musthave been done by ingenious sculptors. Unfortunately, sculptors in
the Song Dynasty were terribly looked down upon. Therefore, they were
notallowed tosave theirnames on historical records. That’s why we don’t

know who on earth made the wonder of the Song tatues.

Wooden carving dragons of Saint Mother’s Hall from the Northern Song Dynasty
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These figures of maidservants made in the Song Dynasty are of great importance for us to study the art of
sculpture, the palace life and dress during the Song Dynasty. In 1959, after having seen the statues, Sculptor

LiuKaiqu wrote in his Ancient Chinese Sculpture Masterpieces: “They weres culptural masterpieces

andone of the greatest collections of statues from all over the world.”
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