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Preface

Located in the southeast coast of China’ s mainland and separated from Taiwan by the sea, Fujian has rich intangible cultural heritage resources as
it enjoys a long history and diversified culture which includes marine culture, Fujian culture and culture in the Central Plains. Under the influence of the
global economic and cultural integration, the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage is receiving increasing attention across the world and has
become one of the world” s most important cultural hot spots in the 21st century. The Fujian Provincial Department of Culture, as the administrative
department of culture, has consciously taken up the sacred mission of guarding the cultural homeland, and has achieved certain achievements in
practice.

Up to now, the province has established a 4-level ICH inventory system, namely at the state, province, city and county levels. The number of national
and provincial intangible cultural heritage items in Fujian is among the top in China, and six items have been listed as the world-class ICH items, among
which the Strategy for Training of Coming Generations of Fujian Puppetry Practitioners has been listed on the UNESCO’ s Register of Best Safeguard-
ing Practices for the Intangible Cultural Heritage, filling in the gaps in this item in China. In addition, a series of achievements in the construction of
reservoir of inheritors, the construction of cultural ecology experimental reserves, the construction of production-based demonstration bases for the
protection of ICH and the construction of database for ICH, and cultural exchanges between Fujian and Taiwan have been made in Fujian.

To better summarize the achievements and arouse the sense of responsibility of the past, present and future participants who would feel proud for
the mission they have taken up, we have compiled and published the Directory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Fujian (Volumes | and I1) separately
in 2008 and 2013. This directory, which is written in both Chinese and English, illustrates the four batches of provincial intangible cultural heritage items,
and displays in a comprehensive way the intangible cultural heritage resources in Fujian and the achievements in safeguarding these resources.

However, this work remains to be advanced because the core of the safeguarding of ICH items is to protect the subject of its inheritors and the subject
is the key to the inheritance of ICH. Currently, three batches of representative inheritors of provincial intangible cultural heritage have been reviewed
and announced successively in the province and four batches of representative inheritors of national intangible cultural heritage have been recom-
mended. It could be said that initial results in protecting the representative inheritors of intangible cultural heritage have been achieved. Therefore, it is
the right time to collate and compile the Illustrated Book on the Inheritors of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Fujian Province.

General Secretary Xi Jinping said that the urbanization should follow the principle that the people could see mountains and water which could evoke
nostalgia. Culture is this nostalgia and the spiritual home of the people, and intangible cultural heritage is the essence of national culture and the fruit of
national wisdom. It is a unique symbol of a country and a nation standing proudly in the family of nations. Centering on the dream of achieving the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, the Third Plenary Session of the 18th Central Committee of the CPC established the goal of cultural development of

“developing China into a nation with a strong socialist culture and improving its cultural soft power” . Intangible cultural heritage is of great signifi-
cance to enhancing national cultural soft power and enriching the cultural life of the masses. In the future, we will proceed with the work of safeguarding
the intangible cultural heritage and protecting the inheritors in our province under the guidance of the Ministry of Culture and the leadership of the party
commission and the provincial government of Fujian Province. We believe that with the progress of reform, the intangible cultural heritage will see a new

round of climax of protection and inheritance.

Chen Qiuping
Director-General, Fujian Provincial Department of Culture

March, 2014
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