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Reading Passage 1

Watson won his all-important game and became American Chess! Master for the year
1985. He was given the silver cup,a rare honour.

“It ins’t rightly mine, ”he said, holding the cup. “It was won two years ago when I was on
holiday in...”

He began to tell us the story.

“A family called Prag was staying at my hotel. Mrs Prag had somehow heard that I played
chess,and she begged me to give her son a game. ‘He’s only ten,” she said, ‘but I’ve been told
that he plays very well. I hope you can prove it.’

“Well,as you can imagine,] was not very happy. A player likes to meet somebody at his
own level. But it was holiday time,and I agreed to play. We set up the board in the garden. The
game began. I hoped it would be quick—and so it was.

“I soon found out that David Prag was no learner. After ten minutes his sister came out-
side and began to play tennis against a wall. The boy seemed to have lost interest in our game.
He moved a piece carelessly. I bent over the board.

““Call me when you’re ready ,Mr Watson,”” he said.

“When I was ready,] looked up. He had gone off to play with his sister. I studied the
board —and found myself in difficulty. So it went on with David:a quick move,then tennis,
back to the board,then back to his sister. My difficulties became impossible. I was beaten, so
easily by a born chess player. The victory was his—in twenty seven minutes. ”

“David Prag:a name to remember. I had a chance to use his game today,and it won this
cup for me. To him, of course,it is only one of a hundred, or perhaps a thousand, winning

games. ”

Note:
chess/t[es/n. i

I. Watson always remembered David Prag because
A. he felt hurt
B. he was thankful to him
C. he was angry at the shame put to him
D. the boy was so unusual
2. When Watson was asked to play with the boy,he thought
A. he could beat the child easily
B. he would soon be beaten by the boy
C. he could not play as well as the boy

D. it would be quick because he was ready to lose



3. At first Watson was not happy because he expected to meet somebody who could paly

. almost as well as him
much worse than him

very little

oowp

according to his own rules
4. The boy seemed to have lost his interest because
A. he wanted to play tennis
B. he saw his sister
C. he found Watson was playing poorly
D. he knew he could not succeed easily
5. The boy was a born chess player. He
A. could do nothing but play chess
B. started playing chess right after he was born
C. could play chess by nature
D. learned how to play chess from his parents

Reading Passage 2

The angry woman stood on the station platform. “The railway owes' me £ 12,” she said
to Harry Jenks,the booking clerk. “My ticket was for May 22nd,and there was no ship from
Jersey that night. My daughter and I had to stay in a hotel. It cost me £ 12.”

Harry was worried. He remembered selling the woman a return ticket. “Come into the of-
fice,madam,” he said politely. “I’ll just check the Jersey timetable for May 22nd. ”

The woman and her little girl followed him inside. She was quite right,as Harry soon dis-
covered. There was no sailing on May 22nd. How ever had he made such a careless mistake?
Wondering what to do,he smiled at the child. “You look sunburnt,” he said to her. “Did you
have a nice holiday in Jersey?”

“Yes,” she answered ,shyly. “The beach? was lovely. And I can swim too!”

“That’s fine,” said Harry. “My little girl can’t swini a bit yet. Of course,she’s only three

»

“I’m four,” the child said proudly. “I’ll soon be four and a half. ”

Harry turned to the mother. “I remember your ticket,madam,”he said. “But you didn’t
get one for your daughter,did you?”

“Er, well —” The woman looked at the child. “I mean —she hasn’t started school yet.
She’s only four. ”

“A four year old child must have a ticket,madam. A child’s return to Jersey costs—let me
see— £13. 50. So if the railway pays your hotel bill,you will owe £ 1. 50. The law is the law,
but since the fault was mine—"

4.



The woman stood up,took the child’s hand and left the office.

Notes:
1. owe/au/v. /X
2. beach/bi:t|/n. ¥F¥f

1. The woman said that the railway owed her money because
A. she paid too much for the ticket
B. the railway service was delayed
C. she was not given a ship ticket
D. it cost her extra money to stay in a hotel
2. Harry Jenks discovered that he should have
A. given the woman a return ticket
B. noticed that there was no sailing on that day
C. noticed that the child looked sunburnt
D. checked that timetable before paying the bill
3. A return ticket is one that
A. allows a passenger to make a journey to a place
B. is the same as a single ticket
C. must be returned if one wants to get his money back
D. allows a passenger to travel somewhere and return later
4. According to the railway law,a child
A. must have a return ticket
B. should pay £13. 50 at the age of four
C. below the age of four can travel without a ticket
D. must have a ticket just like a grown-up
5. The clerk mentioned the child’s ticket in order to
A. get rid of the woman
B. get back £1.50
C. say sorry to the woman
D.

make clear the importance of the law

Reading Passage 3

Fear and pain are two of the most useful things men and animals have by nature,if they
are properly used. If fire did not hurt when it burnt, children would play with it until their
hands were burnt away. If pain existed but fear did not,a child would burn itself again and a-
gain, because fear would not warn it to keep away from the fire that had burnt it before. A

really fearless soldier is not always a good soldier, because he is soon killed ;and a dead soldier is

* 5



of no use to his army. Fear and pain are therefore two guards without which men and animals
might soon die out.

We have suggested that fear ought to be properly used. If,for example,you never go out
of your house because of the danger of being knocked down and killed in the street by a car,
you are letting fear rule you too much. Even in your house you are not always safe:an aeroplane
may crash! on your house,or ants may eat away some of your roof so that it falls on your,or
you may get cancer!

The important thing is not to let fear rule you,but instead ,to use fear as your servant and
guide. Fear will warn you of dangers;then you have to decide what action to take.

In many cases,you can take quick and successful action to keep away from the danger. For
example,you see a car coming straight towards you;fear warns you,you jump out of the way,
and all is well.

In some cases,however, you decide that there is nothing that you can do to avoid the dan-
ger. For example,you cannot prevent an aeroplane from crashing into your house,and you may
not want to go and live in a desert where there are no aeroplanes. In this case,fear has given
you its warning;you have examined it and decided on your course of action,so fear of this par-

ticular danger is no longer of any use to you,and you have to try to overcome it.

Note:
crash/kre[/v. T

1. Fear and pain are useful because they give people a kind of

A. help B. warning
C. danger D. suggestion
2. To be fearless may not be good because one may have .
A. lost the sense of responsibility B. no sense of danger
C. become dead soon D. been no use to other people
3. Fear should you. .
A. make use of B. rule
C. " be kept away from D. serve and guide
4. Danger may fall on you even when
A. you have pain B. you are sure you are in safety
C. you have avoided it D. you have overcome it

5. Which of the following statements is not correct?
A. One should try hard to keep away from danger.
B. One should have the sense of danger,but not be frightened.
C. One is always safe if he doesn’t take an aeroplane.

D. One who lives in a desert is not really free from danger.

060



Reading Passage 4

How often one hears children wishing they were grown up,and old people wishing they
were young again. Each age has its pleasures and its pains,and the happiest person is the one
who enjoys what each age gives him without wasting his time in useless regrets.

Childhood is a time when there are few responsibilities’ to make life difficult. If a child has
good parents, he is fed,looked after and loved , whatever he may do. In addition, life is always
offering new things to the child —things that have lost their interest for older people because
they are too well-known. A child finds pleasure in playing in the rain,or in the snow. But a
child has his pains:he is not so free to do as he wishes as he thinks older people are,he is con-
tinually being told not to do things,or being punished for what he has done wrong. His life is
therefore not perfectly happy.

When the young man starts to earn his own living ,he becomes free from the discipline? of
school and parents;but at the same time he is forced to accept responsibilities. He can no longer
expect others to pay for his food,his clothes,and his room,but has to work if he wants to live
comfortably.- If he spends most of his time playing about in the way that he used to as a child,
he will go hungry. And if he breaks the laws of society® as he used to break the laws of his pa-
rents, he may go to prison. If, however, he works hard, keeps out of trouble and has good
health, he can have the great happiness of seeing himself make progress constantly in his job
and of building up for himself his own position in society.

Old age has always been thought of as the worst age to be;but it is not necessary for the
old to be unhappy. With old age should come wisdom and the ability to help others with advice
wisely given. The old can have the joy of seeing their children making progress in life;they can
watch their grandchildren growing up around them;and,perhaps best of all,they can,if their
life has been a useful one,feel the happiness of having come through the battle of life safely and

of having reached a time when they can lie back and rest,leaving others to continue the fight.

Notes:

1. responsipility/ris, ponsi'biliti/n. F{E
2. discipline/'disiplin/n. Z2%#

3. society/sa'saiati/n. ¥4

fo—y

. People often wish that they were not at their present stage because they
A. do not see their responsibility
B. think other stages are more pleasant
C. are always unhappy
D. are always tired of life
2. Children can



. do whatever they like to
realize that life is hard

do nothing wrong

be unhappy from time to time
young man is sure to
. take up responsibilities
enjoy good health

be successful in the society

w
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. have trouble with the laws
4. People of an old age don’t have to be unhappy because
A. they need others to take care of them
B. they are respected for their useful wisdom and experience
C. the are not alone
D. they are no longer in good health
5. Whether one is happy or not is decided
A. by his age
B. by the people aroung him
C. by the stage at which he is living
D. by the way he looks at life

Reading Passage 5

The world’s population continues to grow. There are now about 5 billion of us on earth. It
could reach 6 billion by the end of the century and 11 billion in another 75 years. Experts have
long worried about such a growth. Where will we find the food , water , jobs, houses,school and
health care for all these people?

A new study shows that the situation may be changing. A large and rapid drop in the
world’s birth rate! has taken place during the past 10 years. Families generally are smaller now
than they were a few years ago. It is happening in both developing and industrial nations.

Researchers said they found a number of reasons for this. More men and women are wai-
ting longer to get married and are using birth control tools and methods to prevent or delay
pregnancy’. More women are going to school or working at jobs away from home instead of
having children. And more governments, especially in developing nations, now support family
planning programs to reduce population growth.

China is one of the nation that has made great progress in reducing its population growth.
China has already cut its rate of population growth by about one half since 1970.

Each Chinese family is now urged® to have no more than one child. And the hope is to
reach a zero population growth with the total number of births equaling the total number of
- deaths, by the year 2000.

8



Notes:

1.
2.
3.

rate/reit/n. HFR
pregnancy/’ pregnensi/n. i
urge/ad3/v. IRFUER; /13

. According to this passage,the world population could reach

A. six billion in 75 years
B. 11000 million in 2075
C. 11 billion by the end of this century

D. six hundred million in 15 years

. There is population growth in

A. all countries

B. a few countries only

C. most countries

D. developed countries

Which of the following statements is true?

A. Birth control is well practised in all countries.

B. The world’s birth rate is higher than ten years ago.
C. Families are becoming larger than before.

D. In the past ten years the population growth is slow.
The world’s birth rate is dropping because

A. families are growing smaller

B. women go out to study and work

C. birth control is being practised

D. women refuse to have children

. The Chinese people are doing well in birth control that they

A. hope to reduce their population greatly

B. want to have no more children

C. expect to reduce their population growth to zero
D.

are sure to have one child only
Reading Passage 6

Molly Wilson was a waitress at a hotel. One morning she had to take breakfast to a lady in

Room 204. The lady happened to be in the bathroom,so Molly put the food on the table. There
was a small handbag—an evening bag—on the table. Molly looked around and quickly opened

the bag. It was empty. She shut it and turned to go.

“Thief! What are you doing at my bag?” a voice cried.



Molly stopped. The lady had been watching her from the bathroom door. Immediately the
police were called to the hotel. Everything seemed clear. The police officer’s report said that
Wilson was caught while she was trying to steal from an evening bag.

The next day Molly was brought before the judge. The lady from Room 204 was there
too. The judge asked her.

The lady said,“I saw the waitress opening my evening bag. By chance,there was nothing
inside it. She then shut the bag and turned away. My money was in another bag ...”

“Did she try to steal the bag itself?”

“No,sir. She left it on the table as there was nothing inside it. If my money had been kept
there ...”

“Thank you,madam,” said the judge. “We must only consider the facts. The evening bag
was empty. Now a person cannot steal anything from an empty bag. Since stealing from that
bag was not possible,her being a thief is also impossible. So I don’t think the waitress has done
anything wrong. ”

That afternoon Molly went back to the hotel and continued to work as if nothing had hap-
pened.

“There must be something wrong with the law. ” said the lady angrily afterwards.

1. Molly opened the customer’s bag
A. and it was nothing wrong
B. but she didn’t get anything
C. and she was honest
D. but it was no harm to anybody
2. The lady called for the police
A. but there was no proof of stealing
B. but it was not right for her to do so
C. but it was too late
D. but she should not have cried
3. Which of the following statements is not true?
A. The waitress did not have to go to the court.
B. The lady wanted to have the waitress punished.
C. The judge could not punish the waitress.
D. No money was stolen.
4. The waitress the lady’s bag.
A. did not have to open
B. should not have opened
C. could have taken money out of
D. could not have opened
5. The story tells us that the western law is
¢ 10+



