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An ancient town on the cliff, a phoenix rising from the ashes
(In lieu of a preface)

Wujiang River, thousands of miles long, thousands of years flowing, forming an ancient town with thousands of years of
history.

Hundreds of galleries, hundreds of stilt houses, representing the glory of the Tujia people.

Gongtan Ancient Town, located by the Wuijing River, has a history of 1,700 years. In the reign of Ming Emperor Wanli (1573-
1620), a giant rockslide occurred on Phoenix Mountain by the Wujiang River, thus the Wujiang River was partially blocked and
rapids formed. Large ships could not navigate through the watercourse; small ones could scarcely squeeze through. Whether up-
stream or down-stream, cargo had to be manually off and on loaded. The suspension of shipping on the Wujiang River forced
merchants to locate at Gongtan by Phoenix Mountain, bringing the town great prosperity. Transport on the Wujiang River was the
sole channel of communication between Wuling mountain areas and the outside world, and Gongtan town was the crucial post
house connecting Chongging and Chengdu in the Youyang and Xiushan mountain areas.

With the development of modern transportation after 1949, Gongtan, as the center of transportation, commerce and logistics,
was gradually replaced. Its former prosperity gradually faded and ceased. But the construction of a hydropower station in the new
century has awaken silent Gongtan. The water storage level of Pengshui hydropower station has reached to 294 meters and the
ancient Gongtan will be submerged.

This news for people reluctant to part, has caused pain for all walks of life and caused hopeful people to appeal the decision.
In October 2005, an expert panel and | conducted a thorough investigation talking with the owner of each stilt house in Gongtan,
tracking along the upper, middle and lower routes, walking to and fro repeatedly along the riverside stretching 1.6 kilometers.
Walking on the stone path of the town or overlooking the three-dimensional stilt houses by the Wujiang River, we were deeply
impressed. Gongtan is the core region of the hundred-mile Wujiang Gallery, representing billion years of natural beauty and
inheriting thousand years of ethnic customs. It is one of our precious national heritages and therefore must be preserved intact by
all means. After the field investigation, on behalf of all experts, we submitted to the government our summary for overall protection
of Gongtan.

A year after the relocation and protection project of the town was launched, | was appointed chief supervising engineer. |
was determined to show the people the new Gongtan its original charm, unchanged architectural features, pristine and unique
production activities, life styles and traditional customs, which have been followed for thousands of years by the local residents.The
building of the Pengshui hydropower station is not the termination of the life of Gongtan, but a celebration of its rebirth.

Mr. Zhou Ding was fond of art from his childhood, and further pursued art study in Rapin Art College and Saint Petersburg
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State Normal Art College in Russia after his graduation from Minzu University of China. He has solid essential art skills and
excellent abilities. My suggestion of sketching Gongtan ancient buildings in pen and ink is no doubt a big challenge to him. Oil
painting was his specialty, while pen-and-ink was a labor requiring patience in loneliness. This challenge offered an opportunity
for this young man to practice. When viewing the towering stilt houses, the winding stone allies, the old ficus virens, the exquisite
courtyards, the rolling Wuijiang River, the sheer cliffs, he was deeply thrilled. After the investigation in early 2007, he devoted
himself to the sketching work. For several years, he spent most of his Ieisure time sketching the town. It took him 6 months and
over 100 pens to finish the 4-meter-long full graphic record of the town. What a huge work it would be if every site in the town had
been included. Mr. Zhou Ding, however, accomplished this task without a penny of pay. This proves his affection for the town and
his passion for his artistic career.

Today's Gongtan presents its original view. It is like a phoenix rising from the ashes. This book, entitled Gongtan Ancient
Town, as one of the Memory of the Old Home in Sketches will be published by Academy Press. My dream will come true when the
book is released. Congratulations are certainly due!

On to eternity for Gongtan Ancient Town.

Niu Ning
July 30th, 2013
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Prologue

Gongtan Ancient Town, in Tujia-Miao Autonomous County of Youyang, in southwest China's Chongging Municipality, is
located on the east bank where the Wujiang meets the Apeng River. The entire town is built along the hillside, and therefore is
named “An Ancient Town on the Cliff", ranking as the first of the famous towns in Chongging Municipality.

Gongtan has a long history and a unique location - turbulent roiling at the confluence of the Wujiang and Apeng Rivers, cliffs
on both sides displaying the great works of nature, stilt houses like Zhinli and Panlong close rows, old green, winding slate alleys,
temples and halls, such as Chuanzhu Temple and Ran Family Ancestral Hall, shining with power and pristine beauty, and with the
embellishment of old docks, old track roads, old mountain paths, old bridges, old trees, old wells, and old stone monuments - a
glorious vision of the ancient town is eventually constructed.

In 2007, | was invited to do an analysis of the town. After sketching and collecting lots of material, | began my journey of
creation. Pen drawing is different from any other painting. It is no easy job to draw simple sketches exhibiting rich effects. All the
effort | paid greatly exceeded that needed for an oil painting of the same size. It took me 3 years to complete over 80 pictures. One
of them, entitied Gongtan Ancient Town, is 1-meter wide and 4-meter long. Meanwhile, the relocation project of the town has been
completed.

In honor of and in respectful memory of the ancient town.
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