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Unit 1 Sympathy and Encouragement

Unit 1 Sympathy and
Encouragement

Part One Listening

Section A Passage

A. Before Listening

Vocabulary Preparation. The following listening passage has some
words that will be new to you. You don’t need a dictionary for some of
them because you can guess the meaning from the context. For some
words, you can understand something, but not everything. Don’t worry
about them. Now what can you guess about each underlined word in
the following sentences?
1. Mr. George Wall was the headmaster of the primary school until he

left for Paris.

Meaning:

2. In most countries, men retire at the age of 60 while women retire
five years earlier, at the age of 55.

Meaning;:

3. To support the fight against SARS and help SARS patients, many
companies have contributed money towards the special fund for the

treatment of SARS patients.



B.

Meaning:

The Smiths have taken a lot of photos during their visit to China.
Now they need an album to keep them.

Meaning:

They will give a party next Friday evening in honor of their silver
wedding.

Meaning:

Don't you think it a coincidence that Jimmy’s mother-in-law and his
mother are of the same age and were born on the same day?

Meaning:

Dr. Zheng set an example for all the doctors and nurses by devoting
himself to the treatment of SARS patients.

Meaning;:

Listening
Listen to the following passage carefully and then answer the ques-

tions that follow.

C. After Listening

~

Answer the following questions:

What information did the writer get from his old school?

Why will the pupils of the school send a gift to Mr. Page?

What is the gift?

What has Mr. Page impressed his pupils most?

How will Mr. Page’s pupils mark the occasion of his retirement?
How long will Mr. Page have been teaching before his retirement?
What will Mr. Page do after his retirement?

Is gardening his hobby?
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9. Do you think Mr. Page will be able to learn gardem;ng well? Why?

II. Tell your partner how your former primary school teacher(s) im-
pressed you.

III. Listen to the following sentences and repeat. Listen again and fill in
the blanks:

1. I've just received a letter

2. The letter that my former

headmaster next week.
3. All pupils of the school will send him

4. Those will sign their names

in a large album.
5. We will remember Mr. Page for
and also for the encouragement he gave us.

6. A farewell dinner will be held

7. Mr. Page will have been teaching

8. After his retirement, Mr. Page will

9. Mr. Page , but he has decid-

ed to learn it.

10. He has often remarked that

IV. Listen to the passage again and try to retell it to your partner in

your own words.

Section B Dialogues
Listen to the following short dialogues and complete the sentences:

1. Bill was fired because to his
boss.




2. Mary

road.

Bob is leaving for Hong Kong

while crossing the

4. Professor Johnson

the project

on Friday.

5. Tina says her second-hand bicycle is

Scott finished his homework

Jane doubts that her boss

6.
7. Professor Jones does not
8.
9.

Both Susan and David are sorry

10. Linda wants to know if Harry

Part Two Speaking

Sympathy and Encouragement

A. Basic Expressions

L. Feeling sympathetic

1. I'm very sorry to hear the news.
2. I'm terribly sorry about that.

3. It’s a sad thing.

4. That is a pity.

5. That's a shame.

6. I do hope it's nothing serious.
7. 1 do feel sorry for him.

8. I know how it feels.
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|
9. Oh, that’s awful. l
10. Oh, that’s too bad.

[1. Oh, what a shame!

Il. Encouraging somebody
1. Don't be afraid.

Don’t be nervous.

o

Don’t worry.

Don’t give up hope,

That’s better than I could do.
Well done.

Cheer up.

Come on!

© ® N w R W

I'm right behind you!
10. Keep at it.
11. Keep up.

B. Situational Dialogues
Dialogue 1
A. Hi, William. You look unhappy. Anything wrong?




