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May It Linger Between Earth and Heaven Forever

PREFACE
Written in Chinese by Jin Xuezhi

Located at the outer side of the Chang Gate. the Lingering Garden has been reputed as one of the four most
famous gardens in China. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Chang Gate region had been very prosperous
as described by Tang Yin in the following poem:

“Suzhou has long been celebrated as an earthly paradise.

Its Chang Gate region in particular is life’s prize.

Brothels there are swarming with 3,000 pretty courtesans.

Spent like water are 1,000,000 oz. of gold by flesh fans...”

Cao Xueqin wrote in A Dream of the Red Mansion, “The Chang Gate region of Suzhou has been distinguished
as No.1 or No.2 meeting-place of the wealthy pleasure-seekers and gentlemen of leisure on earth.”Alas! Time
flies. All are gone with the wind except the Lingering Garden. With the wounds being healed, it has become
even more beautiful and fulfilled the ancients” dream of lingering between Earth and Heaven for a long time. Its
fame has been now carried from China to the world.

The prominent Qing scholar Yu Yue set down A Record of the Lingering Garden for the former owner and
summarized its artistic beauty and charm from different perspectives by employing the Chinese character “linger”.

“The delights of its rockery with springs linger longer. awaiting you to climb.” Truly, the Lingering Garden
has for long been celebrated for its rockery. The legendary Auspicious Cloud Peak, said to be left behind from
the imperial collector of the Northern Song Dynasty. has surpassed all fine specimens of limestone in the area
south of the Lower Yangtze. Yuan Hongdao praised the man-made mountain range of the garden for its quality
of being like a long scroll of landscape painting in his “Records of Gardens and Pavilions”. In spite of the fact
that their exact locations are uncertain, the 12 limestone peaks put up by Liu Shu in the garden, called then the
Hanbi Villa, will trigger the fond memories of the past. The Cloud-Capped Peak, the best of the three famous
limestone peaks in the Lingering Garden, beats all others in the Chinese gardens of the region. The elegant
Small Court of Stone Forest boasts a stone forest, not merely a single grand rock. Fine specimens of limestone
peaks are to be found to the south of the pavilion, to the north of the hall, outside the window;, inside the garden
court, on the edge of the lake, at the foot of the mountain, by the wall or the path. Indeed, the Lingering Garden
contains a history of wonderful stone culture, being well worth reading.

“The beauty of trees and flowers linger longer, awaiting you to enjoy.” Indubitably, the vegetation of the
Lingering Garden has its own characteristics. At the east corner is a flower garden with paeonia suffruticosa
taking the lead in playing the theme song in a musical composition of Chinese hermit. The Small Peach Dock in



the northern part is in fact a bonsai garden where potted old trees with root entanglements and luxuriant foliage
are miniature representations of the world. Noted for the delight of wilderness, the man-made mountains in the
western part of the garden have a maple forest rivaling in red in late autumn with flowers in early spring.
Towering gingkoes and other age-old trees in the middle part of the garden have put up their green umbrellas.
Decorated with wisteria grown over pergolas with long drooping clusters of pale purple flowers, the zigzag
bridge spans across the lake leading miraculously to the fairyland.

“The tranquillity of secluded pavilions and terraces linger longer, awaiting you to visit and rest.” In point
of fact, the buildings of the Lingering Garden are extraordinary. Aesthetic considerations have been given to
varieties of architectural forms such as the long, serene corridor behind the entrance with fancy lattice windows
and moon-gate admirably winding its way through the hall and playing tricks on light and shade. Major attractions
in the middle part of the garden include a number of rooms, halls, pavilions and terraces on the southeast shore
of the lake, each of which is related in some way to the others, alternating the concrete with the abstract, the
functional with the decorative, and giving a picturesque play of reality and falsehood. The most exquisite
buildings and garden courts are to be found in the eastern part of the garden. Constructed with phoebe wood, the
spacious Celestial Hall of Five Peaks with elegant furnishings and interior decoration is extolled as the best of
this sort in the area south of the Lower Yangtze. Serving as an excellent example of Mandarin Ducks’ Hall, the
Old Hermit Scholars” House consists of well-fitted halves, the north hall and the south hall, each having its own
feature. They are, however, only dissimilar parts intricately connected to the building complex. The Lingering
Garden boasts the beautiful open-work of the Crane House, the beautiful soulless picture of the Observing in
Quietude, the beautiful Return-to-Read Study with a scholastic atmosphere, the beautiful Worshipping Peak
Pavilion with lofty sentiments, the beautiful Small Court of Stone Forest enclosed by the roofed walkway, the
beautiful Good-For-Farming Pavilion Under Favorable Weather Conditions, and so many beautiful things that
one simply can’t take them all in, and too much splendor that one is unable to know where to go and what to see
clearly.

A series of scenes made up of the elements of rocks, water, vegetation and buildings in the Lingering
Garden is like a collection of awe-inspiring poems or amazing pictures or arrangement of notes in a musically
expressive succession or visualization of philosophic principles. It enables one to have the impression of infinitude
and perpetual aftertastes.

May the Lingering Garden linger between Earth and Heaven for ever!
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THE LINGERING GARDEN

Located at the outer side of the Chang Gate, the Lingering Garden,
covering 2.33 ha., is celebrated for its typical “urban scenery” of the pure
expanse of the lake and the magnificent man-made mountain range with
impressive limestone peaks, an exuberance of vegetation and exquisite
buildings. The garden builder succeeded in creating gardens within the
garden and scenes after scenes by his ingenuity in rhythmically dealing
with the spaces between multifarious architectural forms. In 1961 it was
listed as cultural relics of national importance by the State Council, and
has since been generally considered to be one of China’s four most famous
gardens along with the Summer Palace at Beijing, the Imperial Mountain
Resort at Chengde and the Humble Administrator’s Garden at Suzhou.
Since 1997 the Lingering Garden, the Humble Administrator’s Garden,
the Master-of-Nets Garden and the Mountain Villa with Embracing
Beauty, serving as the finest specimens of the classical gardens of Suzhou.
have been inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO.

In the reign of Wanli under the Ming Dynasty, Xu Taishi, Dailai or
Yupu by courtesy name, became a successful candidate of the climactic
palace examination and had a ministerial title of Tai Pu Si Shao Qing. He
was outspoken in his remarks and straightforward in his behavior, and
once took charge of repairing the Palace of Benevolence and Peace, and
building Emperor Wanli's tomb (the Ming Tomb, Dingling). He was
promoted to the rank of langzhong in the Ministry of Public Works because
of his meritorious conduct. But he offended some influential officials
who fabricated an accusation against him and removed him from his post.
When the matter was under investigation, Xu Taishi returned to Suzhou,
turned a deaf ear to political affairs and set his mind on the construction
of his garden, called then the East Garden. It was in the 21st year of the
reign of Wanli. An awe-inspiring range of mountains dotted with some
flowers and bamboo was designed and piled up by Zhou Bingzhong, a
native garden artist of high renown. The poet of Gongan school and the
Mayor of Wuxian Yuan Hongdao was often invited to the garden,
cheerfully chatting away with the owner .

In the centuries that followed, the garden changed hands a number of
times. In the 59th year of the reign of Qianlong (1794A.D.) it belonged to
Liu Shu, Xingzhi or Rongfeng by courtesy name, from Wuxian, who
used to be the Mayor of Liuzhou, and Qingyuan but retired from public
life at the age of 39 because of his poor health. He felt affection toward
the garden and had it repaired and expanded in a period of five years, and
renamed it the Hanbi Villa. There were three alleged reasons for the name
of the garden. Firstly, it had some rare species of pinus bungeana zucc.
Secondly, it possessed the delightful scenes of the emerald green bamboo,



crystalline waterscapes and attractive landscapes. Thirdly, the owner held
in reverence the ancient sage Han Wenyi whose small room was called
“Hanbi”. As a scholar belonging to the gentry, Liu Shu lived in retirement,
guarded against intemperance and indulgence in sensual pleasures and
devoted his time and energy to garden literature, calligraphy, painting
and collecting of very good specimens of limestone. A fine collection of
limestone peaks were erected in the garden by Liu Shu who wrote several
pieces of prose recording their discovery and showing his deep respect
for them. In the 7th year of the reign of Jiaqing (1802 A.D.) the
distinguished artist Wang Xuehao painted a picture of the 12 Limestone
Peaks at the Hanbi Villa which is still kept in the Shanghai Museum. A
selection of calligraphic works by artists of different dynasties and some
of his own essays were cut on the stone and set in the wall of the long
roofed walkway at the Lingering Garden. The selection of inscribed
calligraphic works had been enriched by the successive owners, becoming
the one we see today.

In the 10th year of Xianfeng (1860 A.D.), numerous houses along the
streets and alleyways at the outer side of the Chang Gate were destroyed
by a war conflagration. But the Hanbi Villa had survived. In the 12th year
of Tongzhi (1873 A.D.) it was purchased by Sheng Kang (Xuren) from
Changzhou, who used to be the Mayor of Luzhou and Ningguo,
commander of Hangzhou, Jiaxing and Huzhou of Zhejiang, and
magistrate. “Repaired by the Shengs, the garden regained its beauty. There
were wonderful rocks, clear water, valuable species of trees and flowers,
a series of closely connected rooms, halls, pavilions, terraces and other
buildings following the hilly contours,” wrote Yu Yue in A Record of the
Lingering Garden. Sheng Kang gave it a new name the Lingering Garden
as “lingering” in Chinese sounds similar to “Liu”, the surname of the
former owner, and its popular name of the Lius’ Garden. After Sheng
Kang died, the garden passed to his son Sheng Xuanhuai, an industrialist,
the Minister of Postal Service and advocate of the Westernization
Movement in the late Qing Dynasty. Under his care, the fame of the
Lingering garden at Suzhou was carried far and wide.

Since the mid 1930s it had been in a state of poor preservation. In
1953 the Suzhou Municipal People’s Government decided to restore it.
For more than half a year, a group of erudite garden experts and skillful
craftsmen were engaged in bringing it back to its original splendor. Since
the early 1990s, the Shengs’ Ancestral Temple and some of the housing
complex of the Lingering Garden have been restored to contain all parts
that are necessary for completeness.
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