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Preface

China is a beautiful treasure-house of ancient tales and folklore. Here are stories filled
with sincere reflection echoing the vast and deep spirit of our culture and civilization.
These represent the best of Chinese culture—tales that uphold a people’s sense of their
common origin.

This collection of First Books for Early Learning offers stories familiar to all
of us. Drawn from folklore and mythology, along with the origins of special days in
the traditional calendar and of famous places, these eighty books also recall ancient
physicians, philosophers and thinkers, figures famed for statecraft, generals, royalty,
prodigies and scientists, remembered through tales of wisdom and great poetry.

To give Chinese children all over the world an understanding of their ancestors’
lives, and the changes through the different ages of China’s history, scientific development
and achievements in arts and literature, we have brought together concise language with
most vivid illustrations. These ancient historical figures also give inspiration and ideas to
children to connect with their own roots.

As Chinese, we know Chinese history well as a son or a daughter knows his or her
family. Only with such knowledge can one possess a depth of passion and a sense of
responsibility. It is our wish that this collection will guide children at an early age to learn
from the history of our nation and to identify with the social progress and philosophical
spirit of the Chinese people. We hope our children will develop wider horizons of wisdom
to become open-minded yet with a rooted outlook on life.

First Books for Early Learning was originally compiled in Chinese for the children of
China. The writers and artists who contributed to this collection have used the perspective
of traditional literature and arts to interpret Chinese mythology, legends and history. We
hope this collection will be enjoyed by Chinese people—and, now in translation, also by
people all over the world—and all children who want to learn more about China.

Zhao Zhenwan
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Have you ever heard the tales about Yu the
Great? He succeeded to the throne after Shun’s death.
Determined to provide his people with a better life, Yu

became a celebrated king in Chinese history.
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But the Black Dragon of the Eastern Sea hated Yu
so deeply, it stirred up waves in the sea. Because of this
hateful creature, there were big rains for many months,

until all the land, villages and crops were flooded.
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Yet Yu was not daunted. He led people to dredge up
the rivers and build elevated fields. After eight years of
effort, they eventually tamed the floods. During this period,
Yu was so dedicated, he passed by his own home three

times without entering even once.
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Failing in its struggle with Yu, the Black Dragon
was still loath to give up. He staged a comeback with
more allies, swearing to use all the water in the ocean
to turn the land again into a sea, to flood Mount Li and
the wells dug by Shun, and to finally kill Yu. At once,
waves as high as the hills rushed over toward the land,

destroying many houses, farms and trees.









K& @ B X —RAEHRAE, & ERIE,
—EHAREHAARERLES, —BHEARLRI S
b, FERAFARAER A Zdg . X — Rk 2Hine,
e B MK P IRBEE kR

Facing yet another disaster brought on by the
Black Dragon, Yu was not discouraged. He organized
the people’s journey to safety on Mount Tai, and then
sailed on a raft to Mount Li in order to find the Black
Dragon. This time, he was determined to get rid of it

and save the people from floods.




