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An oral history of the successors of intangible culture heritage in Beijing
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INTRODUCTION TO GLASS GRAPE CHANG
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G rapes can evoke strong sense memory with their crystal clear appearance,
plump juciness, strong fragrance and shift from uneven pale mauve to pale

purple as they mature.

Empress Dowager enjoyed such feelings even in cold winter days far from grape

season, when she enjoyed life-like grapes made by the Changs.
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Old Beijingers might be familiar with the Chang family name, famous for such
craftsmanship, which was originally only passed on to daughters.Five Grape
Chang bachelorettes were vogue celebrities in the 1950s and 60s. Grape Chang
attracted global attention in 1914 when it took the First Prize at the Panama

Pacific International Exposition.

Grape Chang composed the most graceful lines on a brilliant page of royal history,
reaching out like a lotus in the musty air of the declining Qing Dynasty. The family
legacy was handed down despite of the chaos of changing empires.

In an era when the country was in peril and the masses could find few means
to live, the five bachelorettes earned bread with their hands, spending all their
waking hours and energy toiling away in humble working conditions. They worked
day and night to support the family. Every “grape” was made with a long series of
intricate procedures, so the craftsmanship could hardly win mainstream popularity.
The family couldn’t continue depending on the art, which was fading away. After
the founding of New China, Grape Chang was introduced to Beijing Silk Flower
Plant, where it was granted its own studio and revived and invigorated.As fragile
as life, the craftsmanship passea with the death of Chang Yuling, one of the five
bachelorettes, the last inheritor. After 2000, however, Chang Hong, one of the
next generation of Changs, dug up and resumed using the family secret formula.
In June 2010, glass Grape Chang was included as a recommended project for
extension in the third group of China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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[ INTRODUCTION TO THE REPRESENTATIVE INHERITOR OF GLASS GRAPE CHANG
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hang Hong, inheritor of the Grape Chang project, was born in 1962 in
C Beijing. An ethnic Mongolian, she is the fifth-generation inheritor of Grape
Chang. She is retired after a career at the Beijing Silk Flower Plant. Raised in a
family led by five talented, diligent aunts, she absorbed everything she-saw and
heard. Chang Xiuhou, her father, worked for the court of Chongwen District in
Beijing, and Liu Yuemin, her mother, is an inheritor of Flower Liu, another family
of folk art.

Chang Hong began her attempt at resuming the family legacy in 2003 and
introduced many different kinds of “grapes” with new innovations based on her old
"family formula. Her works feature strong artistic appeal, exquisite and elegant, and
mostly depict the great harmony between man and nature. Her craftsmanship is
known for being fresh and natural. In September 2004, her work was showcased
at the Folk Art Exhibition to celebrate the 55th anniversary of the founding of the
People’'s Republic of China at China Millennium Monument. The same year, she
applied for patent for Grape Chang. On June 10, 2006, she displayed"her skills
at a fair at the Temple of Earth in Beijing. On December 14 of the same year,
she and her sister participated in the 1st China Beijing International Cultural &
Creative Industry Expo. |

In 2007, her work won the Gold Medal of Arts and Crafts in Beijing. A year later,
she was on the list of China’s first group of Outstanding Folk Cultural Inheritors.
The next year, she displayed her “grapes” in the Olyrhpic Village during the 2008
Beijing Olympic Games.
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