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Introduction

This book of mine is written and published for those
that have learned or/and taught English as a foreign or
second language in China. Some in spite of their incessant
self-conscious efforts to make a good writer, among other
things,out of themselves,are not able to write,or not very
well. Middle-school and college teachers of English may find
it important to learn to write better—more beautifully and
powerfully. A lot of teachers feel unable to produce a
readable essay at a long sitting. They often need help. And
younger people preparing for their CET, TOEFL ,GRE,EPT
or any other test of English.perhaps need greater help. This
book is meant for all that use English in China in any way.

“Why this book, Mr Hou?” inquisitive people may
inquire, since there can be found in bookstores and
university libraries many mantals of writing. The answer
lies in the shortage of good dictionary-like reference-books
of this kind,I would say,for most of those the readers may
find in the book market with their varying advantages and
disadvantages , strengths and weaknesses, cannot expect 16
meet all the variable reading needs,albeit a certain number
of them could be rated among the flowers of China-made
writing-books , like Wang Zuoliang et al’. s Introduction to
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English Stylistics(1990). ‘

My book also cannot easily satisfy all needs,though—I
am not al e or even trying to make it thus able, because
this, like other publications of a comparatively small
dimension and of a correspondingly small circulation, can
hardly wish to satisfy every person’s needs. But it has
presented all the forms, figures,charts,etc. ,large or small,
carefully made, easily accessible, and readily compre-
hensible, in which I have neatly placed or crammed,so to
speak , some of the ideas about English Writing in China,
which T have in the course of learning and teaching conceived
and perceived, and which you may find interesting and
useful. Tt will serve you as well as Friday did Robinson
Crusoe if you put it to the right use—either adapt yoursel{
to it or adapt it to you. It must be admitted that it is not a
textbook though it could work as one with benign teaching-
or-learning-method adaptation and adjustment. It is not to
be misused for “soft-reading”. Though light it is to an
extent, it allows but does not expect or encourage a word-
for-word study of the whole book from A to Z. It is a light
reference-book , with some academic elements,to be glanced
through haphazardly prior to,in the course of ,and/or after
writling something, and also to be covered systematically,
and critically.

I would like now to acknowledge my heart-felt thanks

to Prol. Lin Chengzhang, who wrote the preface of this
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book,and from whose lexicology coursebook this book has
drawn some useful ideas ;to the authors of a few more books
concerning rhetorics and linguistics,,such as Zhang Yunfei,
He Xiangming, Ding Wangdao, Hu Zhuanglin, Patrick
Sebranek & Verne Meyer,whose book titles can be found in
the order of reference chronology in the Bibliography. To
Rose my wife doing all the housework for the family and
some twenty per cent of the homework of our children. To
You Jinghai, editor of Wuhan University Press, who
encouraged me a lot, though this book is published
elsewhere. To Xie Qunying,a charming editor,of this book
and her Wuce Press.

This book as well as the author is open to learned
criticisms ,from T. S, Eliot and T. S. Idiot alike.
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