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I Look Up To Cheng

It might sound odd to say it, but Cheng and I have been siblings for about
two years now. We met about four years ago during our freshman year of col-
lege. In class, the only place I saw her at the time, Cheng was quiet and
thoughtful. She didn’t speak often, but when she did, she did so powerfully and
eloquently.

I observed this trait in Cheng’s personal life as well as I got to know her
better. When, for example, she spoke at lunchtime study sessions she, our
classmate Ashley, and I held before our program’s introductory seminar, she did
not waste words. Whether she was discussing the reading or merely talking with
us as friends, her intelligence, passion, and kindness were readily apparent.

As one who is lucky enough to call Cheng my little sister, I know what I am
talking about. She combines these three passions with a rarely paralleled deter-
mination in the way many great people do. She excelled at our college simulta-
neously working and serving as student, friend, and community advocate. When
her (our) mother was hospitalized during our sophomore year, Cheng set aside
this success and left for China to be at her side. During this trying time, howev-
er, my determined sister still pursued her interests, informed as always by her
virtues of intelligence and compassion. She gave lectures on children’s educa-

tion, began writing this book, and, when she discovered her goals were different
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