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A Panorama:
West Is West

Ready for the Expedition?

e Why do we study Western civilization today?

e What contributions does Western civilization make
to human civilization as a whole?

* What problems do you think Western
civilization brings to the world?

» Which parts of the world are not geographically west but culturally
considered part of Western civilization? Why?

* How can different civilizations coexist in harmony while
maintaining their differences in the age of globalization?

¢ Will there be an end of history? If so, how?



LECTURE 1

An Introduction to Western Civilization

PRELUDE

A history in which every particular incident may be.
true may on the whole be false.
—'ﬂThamas Babington Macaulay

"

Every past is worth condemning.
~Friedrich Nietzsche

A look at the past reminds us of how great is the
distance, and how short, over which we have come.
The past makes us ask what we have done with us.

It makes us ask whether our very achievements 24

are not ironical counterpoint and contrast to our
fundamental failures. —Robert Penn Warren

How do these scholars view history? What can we learn from the history of Western civilization?

PREPARATION

For a long time, Western civilization has been the
dominant civilization in the world, for better or
for worse. Western civilization, like many other
civilizations, has its own origins, progress, peak times,
and as some scholars believe, its decline. It is a long
and complicated story. It makes great contributions to

. human civilization, but it also brings great problems.

Today’s world is filled with complex societies and
civilizations. Understanding their origins is-an
important part of understanding their roles in the
world—how they make contributions and why they

cause problems.

2 WESTERN CIVILIZATION Thoughts, Cultures and People

The ways we approach a civilization can be various. We
could study the history of the nations involved, or look
into the particular religions which are practiced by the
people. The science and technology and devices may
tell part of the story, and the arts and literature may
reveal more. We may study the relation between society
and civilization, and even guess how the civilization
will develop. But in the end, what we care most is the
everyday life of ordinary people, men and women—
how they enjoy their life in a particular civilization

and how these particular civilizations make peace and
coexist in this world. We learn from the past to make a

better future.



