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Hello, Cracker:

Ella was at a riding school.
She was very excited. She
was going to ride a pony
and look after it all day!

But which one?

Meg showed her Cracker. His coat was
brown and white. He had a black mane.

'~ » mane: the long hair on the pony’s neck



A pony can be up to 148 cm high,
from the ground to the top of
its back.

Hello, Ella! m




Cracker needed to be groomed. Ella
brushed the mud off Cracker’s coat.
It was hard work!

Meg showed her how to scrape the
mud out of Cracker’s foot. That was
hard work, too, but Ella wanted to

have a g0 » groomed: cleaned and brushed



dandy brush:

to rub off mud -

4— hoof-pick:
to clean feet

—

wall: the Y,
hard outside
covering of

the hoof

i
s

frog: the soft
part of the foot

Mind my frog !




Readyto ~-Go

Ella couldn’t wait to ride
Cracker. She helped to put on
his bridle and saddle.
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® bridle: the equipment that fits on the pony’s head
‘

e

¥ » saddle: a seat on the back of the pony
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She did up the girth ' reins .
under his tummy. pu—

Cracker was readg
to ride!

"® girth: a strap to hold the saddle |
. in place 1

| preins: straps held by the rider
| to steer the pony

| B bit: the part of the bridle that |
| goes in the pony’s mouth ‘

:‘ ® stirrup: a metal loop to hold the
. rider’s foot



Ella put on a hard hat. She was readg to ride!

In the arena, Meg helped Ella to mount. She felt really |
high up! Other children were there riding ponies, too.

First they walked
round in a circle.

Then they steered
round some cones.

Cracker knocked
one over!

® arena: an area for riding

» mount: get onto the pony’s back



When you ride, you
must wear a hard hat. s=h
This can usually be
borrowed at the
riding school.

You mlght also wear: » jodhpurs: trousers for |
5 riding which are tight |
!odhpurs from the knee to the
(say jod-perz) ankle

Oops! Better steering .
jumper
! next time, please!



By the end of the morning, Ella felt very
hungry. Before she had lunch, she helped to
fill a hay-net for Cracker. He was hungry, too.

There you are, Cracker!




