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Brief Summary of ‘Basic Education in Germany’

Germany was the first country to start normal education and dual-system vocational
education; at the same time, it is also the cradle of the modern research university.
Today, its vocational education system has been proved to be a great success while basic
education undoubtedly constitutes a solid basis of the whole education system.

At present, the ongoing reform of basic education focuses on promoting fairness,
increasing opportunities and improving quality, The ultimate goal is to accelerate human
development and social integration, and constantly instill vigor and vitality into the
country to enhance its competitiveness in the increasingly keen global competition in the
215! century.

This book has 10 chapters. It is aimed - at helping readers gain a general
understanding of the history, essential features, reforming trend, and future development
of basic education in Germany.

Chapter 1 talks about the
education systems in different
historical periods in an attempt to
give readers a better understanding
of the development of local systems
with their own characteristics,
including compulsory education and
the educational streaming. Chapter
Il introduces the current situation,

structure and basic system of

German basic education. Chapter 111
is about the reform of basic education
curriculum and specifically presents the current curriculum arrangement and structure in
primary and secondary schools. Chapter IV examines contemporary pedagogy. Pedagogy,
as a branch of science, represents a great contribution made by Germany to the
development of world education. Chapter V relates teacher education and development.
Chapter VI discusses the quality monitoring of basic education and the learning evaluation
system. Chapter VII probes the internal management of primary and secondary schools
and school development. Chapter VIII focuses on entrance examinations characterized by
streaming. Chapter IX relates to social education resources including non-school
educational institutions, extra-curricular learning activities, and Internet-based education
resources. Chapter X examines challenges Germany confronts in the 215 century.

“

Meanwhile, centering on the concept of the “republic of *education” and * Dresden
Resolution™”, this section introduces the key topics concerning the current education

development and major reform measures thus adopted.
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