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Issue Abstract

The Journal of Chinese Architecture History (JCAH) is a scientific journal from the School of Architecture. Tsinghua
University, that has been committed to publishing current thought and pioneering new ideas by Chinese and foreign authors on the
history of Chinese architecture. This issue contains 15 articles that can be divided into five main research areas: architectural history.
East Asian architecture, Buddhist architecture. the traditional architectural system. the traditionalgardens. * The Development of
Japanese Architectural History Studies: Review and Prospects™. “Overview of the Rescarch on Chinese Architectural History and
Review of Activities in the Last Five Years”. " Rescarch Methods for 7 12th Century Architecture in Japan: Current Status and
Key Issues”™, “A Perspective on the History of Chinese Architecture at the Frontier: The Ethnic Minority Regions”. * From
Chronicle to History: Current Status and Key Issues of Japanese Domestic Architectural History Studies (Palaces and Houses) ™
provide respectively research on the architectural history”s development and research method and communications in China and Japan.
“Status Quo and Future Perspectives in the Study of Medieval Japanese Wood Architecture with a Focus on Buddhist Temple
Buildings” . *East Asian Architectural History Initiative: A New Concept™. “Origin and Types of Timber -Frame Structures in
Japanese Zen-style Buddha Halls” are the research results in East Asian architecture. * An Outline of the Spatial Pattern and
Architectural Configuration of Buddhist Temples in the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties™ . “Restoration research on The Qing-
dynasty Main Hall at Dabao’en Temple in Nanjing”. “Ciyun Zunshi and the Hall of the Golden Light Repentance Ritual”. are the
research results in Buddhist architecture. * A Typical Case of Chinese Traditional Architectural Design: Analysis of the Design of
Dingling Tomb of Qing Dynasty”. “Gene of Design: Descending Cantilever (Xia'ang) of Broken-line Shape in Two 12th Century
Buildings”, “Forbidden City Edition of Yingzaofashi (Part Two): Floor Plans for the Division of Cao and sectional Drawings of
*Rough’Structural Frames”, are the research results in traditional architectural system. Finally, there are one contribution to the
study of the historical gardens:*Supplement to the Study of Private Gardens in Beijing ”. Additionally. there is a field report. This
issue contains several studies supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC).

The papers collected in the journal sum up the latest findings of the studies conducted by the authors. who voice their
insightful personal ideas. Though they may not tally completely with the editors’ opinion, they have invariably been
conceived by the authors over years of hard work. With their respective original ideas. they will naturally kindle the interest
of other researchers on architectural history. This journal strives to assess all contributions with the academic yardstick.
Every contributor with a view will be treated (airly so that researchers may have opportunities to express views with our
journal as the medium.

Most articles collected in this issue are from the first East Asian Architectural and Urban History Roundtable co-
organized by the Tsinghua University and Japanese scholars. Tt held in October 2014 at the University of Tokyo. Japan.
Similar top academic forums will be held in different countries in the future: the JCAH will continue to publish relevant
papers quickly without delay. providing an eflfective international communication and exchange platform for Chinese

architectural history studies.
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Abstract: Japanese architectural history has been studied for 120 years in Japan. In
the first part, the paper describes basic research methods and objects used in architectural
history studies; in the second part, it gives an outline of core objectives and tasks both
now and in the future. Early on, from 1892 to 1945, the discipline was concerned with
theory of style and restoration technology. Building survey was conducted not only in
Japan but also in Korea and China. Then, from 1945 to present, the ideas of Bruno Taut
shaped the development of the field. Modern design concepts based on structure,
function, and space became key in studying old buildings and their history. Additionally,
carpenters, their workshops and techniques, were investigated. Finally, in recent years,
the ritual activities in historical buildings have become an important issue.

Keywords: History of architectural history studies, style, maintenance repair,

function, space, rituals
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