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and imagination are from its own building entities, and ultimately narrates the city in a structure
(Aldo Rossi, The Architecture of the City, P21, China

composed by buildings and emotions.
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The biographical content of the city and its buildings is quiet obvious that its abundance of pleasure
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Physical cities bear the citizens' daily life and form
the theory of urbanity. The first impression that
'city" gives people is the physical building spaces. In
addition, it will be people's daily routines behind the
buildings. These two facts reflect the urban duality,
which is a solid binding and an inevitable relation.
Therefore, it is necessary to discuss both architecture

and lifestyle principle when we deal with cities.
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The physical form of a city naturally reflects the
relations with its history, customs, capital, transpor-
tation,artificial buildings etc., which could be
summarized as a metaphysical concept. Among
those characters, a building is a very basic visible
unit. A city's functionality, running efficiency, organic
characteristics and rigor etc. seem to be similar
to building's functionality, integrity, buildability
and aesthetic contingency and so on. During the
construction of a physical city, it is the only path
that the city is continually raised and assembled by
buildings to implement the master plan in-paper
and urban idealism. Alex Kriger said, "The city , of
course, has been a great catalyst of change (Alex
Kriger, The American City, Ideal and Mythic Aspects
of A Reinvented Urbanism, Assemblage 3, 1987)".
And obviously, architecture is one of the most im-
portant catalysts. This dependency, catalytic and
homogeneity of urbanity to buildings that we can
simply understand as architectural features, are
named as “Architecturism of Urbanity — Designing a
city by Architecture”.

The city bearing the unique lifestyle under the
contemporary development is transforming the
model of reflecting the modern life to fashion,
which is defined as urbanism. Urbanism takes
care of lifestyle, transportation accessibility, right
of sharing urban spaces, trust and respecting
each other among the social relations, sustainable
urban renewal, heritage issues and ideology
etc. Architecture in a city's network has to look
around and has fo follow the guide of the city's
development. Ego architecture which separates
from the city's context and against urbanism
will be disputed. Architecture has to confront the
needs of urban sustainable development, has

£ 4 Silicon Valley

4% New York

to bind with urban idealism and undertake the
pressure of context. This is named as “Urbanism of
Architecture — Designing architecture with Urbanity”.

The ancient Greek Acropolis is a typical artistic
representation. The building group is organically
combined while the proportion is huge. The Greek
columns make the group memorial and ritual in
particular.

The Medieval cities and the later Renaissance
cities and Baroque cities afterwards configured
by a geometric layout (circular, rectangle or other
forms) presented a strong sense of center ceremony.
Architecture has a powerful filling effect with
those centfral memory and ritual. Architecture or
Architecturism occupied a high status. The conclusion
might be made that Urbanity is Architecture.

At the urban revival areas where urban structure
is declining in the modern cities, architecture is
also playing a key role. By tracing the architectural
history and value, and combining with the updated
industries, architecture finishes the urban revival.
There are many well-known projects such as
Granville Island in Vancouver, and Walsh Bay Revit-
alization in Sydney. Whether in the traditional
ceremony cities or revitalization of modern cities,
architecture is not only the main tool of the city but
becomes the city itself. As Mario Gandelsonas de-
scribed in "Architecture inhabits the City". (Mario
Gandelsonas, X-Urbanism, Princeton Architectural
Press, 1999)

The Western cities after World War II, typically such
as American Grid City, Skyscraper City, Modern City,
Suburban City and Edge City etc. were fundamentally

changed by highway network and industrialization.
Therefore the transportation system and lifestyle
were changed as well. The urban layout and form no
longer indicate medieval mechanism and centralism,
but root in industrial civilization and idealism. Le
Corbusier's theory and practice of Radiant City built
a homogeneous society with the 3-Dimentional
traffic network, large green spaces, high-rising
residential quarters with low density. Although this
utopian mythology was criticized by westerns as
separating social communication, Le Corbusier
has experimented with new planning pattern to
adapt the demands of the homogeneous life under
industrial civilization, which displayed urban care.

Suburban City emerged since 1950's and Edge
City emerged since 1970’s link the suburbs and
city centers by green belts and highway networks.
New urban patterns and sustainable principles
impact those new cities. Architecture consequently
has to meet the guidance of new urbanism by
transferring a leading role to a supporting role. As
Mario Gandelsonas described in “The City inhabits
Architecture”. (Mario Gandelsonas, X-Urbanism,
Princeton Architectural Press, 1999).

Although architecturism occupies the cities in clas-
sical cities, renaissance cities and modern city
revitalization and so on, and urbanism occupies
the cities in post industrial cities, architecturaism and
urbanism - these two subjects or objects or reversed —
are bound to each other in such complicated urban
environments now. Urban architecturism and archi-
tectural urbanism which mean either city hidden in
the architecture or architecture hidden in the city
are eager to build infimate connections by order,
aesthetics, respect and performance.
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New Urbanism separates peo-
ple, vehicles & bikes clearly
and safely.
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Jane Jacobs once described American metropolis development of post-war in 1950s
& 1960s as "pursuing vigorous changes like flood.." In the long time period since the
middle of 1990s, the changes of the city domain of Shanghai were transient. The
transformation of the city like "great scourges" regenerated urban texture, and also
destroyed many of the memories of the city. Then the city development in the past ten
years has been gradually looking for its "continuous, gradual, complex and delicate"
evolution.

Human events and emotions of a city were knitted as memories and instant records
of the city. Memories or instant records are merged into the city texture by way of
manifesto, reinforcement or variation. When looking for the synthetical expression
of memories or records, people’s attention has been focusing on activating the city
rather than on the images of the space-time outlined by memories or records.
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