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Publisher’s Note

As part of China’s classical literature, Records of the States in the Eastern Zhou
Dynasty is a world-renowned, full-length historical novel based on four annals:
Strategies of the Warring States, The Commentary of Zuo, GuoYu and Records of the
Historian. Covering more than five hundred years of the Spring and Autumn
Period and the Warring States Period, the historical romance, Records of the
States in the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, deals with rich contents and is written in an
integral structure. During this period, there was a large number of illustrious
heroic figures, such as thinkers, political activists, economic reformers,
strategists and diplomats. Undoubtedly, this five hundred year span produced
the most fruitful heritage of Chinese culture, and is also one of the most

influential periods in China’s long history.

This book adapted ten of the most attractive stories from Records of the States
in the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, with both Chinese and English translations.
These stories were arranged in chronological order, and vividly recounted
the historical romance of various states in the period from the end of the
Western Zhou Dynasty (789 B.C.) to the unification by the State of Qin (221
B.C.). Hu Zhihui, a senior Chinese-English translator, rewrote part of the
texts from classical Chinese into Mandarin Chinese, and then translated them

into English, which makes the whole book readable and easy to comprehend.
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The Characters in Order of Appearance:

Prince Gongnie

Yin Jifu
Zhao Hu
Shen Bo

Queen Shen

Empress Dowager
Jiang

Guo Shifu
Yin Qiu
Ji Gongyi

Zhao Shudai
Bo Yangfu
Bao Xiang

Bao Hongde

Bao Da
Bao Si

Crown Prince Yijiu

Zheng Bo
Bofu

Lii Zhang
Gulichi
Suoding

became Emperor You of the Western Zhou Dynasty
after the death of Emperor Xuan

elder statesman appointed guardian of Prince Gongnie
elder statesman appointed guardian of Prince Gongnie
Duke Shen, brother of Queen Shen

wife of Emperor You, mother of Grown Prince Yijiu

mother of Emperor You

prime minister appointed by Emperor You
senior minister appointed by Emperor You

senior minister appointed by Emperor You, also
commander-in-chief of the Zhou army

an upright senior official

imperial historian

an upright official, friend of Zhao Shudai

son of Bao Xiang

mountain villager who obtains the infant Bao Si

infant who grows up to be a concubine of Emperor
You, mother of Bofu

son of Emperor You and Queen Shen, who later
became Emperor Ping of Zhou

the duke of Zheng, faithful to Emperor You
son of Bao Si

official of the duke of Zheng

young captain of the Quanrong soldiers

a Quanrong commander
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oon after the death of Emperor Xuan of the Western Zhou Dynas-
Sty, his son Gongnie, the crown prince, succeeded to the throne
and became Emperor You (781 B.C.). In an attempt to make his regime
last for ever, the late ruler, Emperor Xuan, had summoned two elder
statesmen, Yin Jifu and Zhao Hu, to his sickbed at the moment of his
last breath and appointed them guardians of his successor.

However, having been a dandy since his early years, the newly
enthroned emperor, turned a deaf ear to the advice of his guardians.
Instead of showing any sorrow in the period of mourning for his
father, he drank wine, fooled around with his notorious friends and
even enjoyed himself with women when his father’s corpse hadn’t even
been buried.

Unable to tolerate this any longer, Duke Shen, the elder brother of
Queen Shen, remonstrated with the emperor for his unfilial conduct,
but Emperor You paid no attention. So Duke Shen at once left Haojing,
the capital of the Western Zhou Dynasty, and went to live in his
dukedom’s manor. Before long, Empress Dowager Jiang, Gongnie’s
mother, died of deep sorrow. As fate would have it, the two elder
statesmen, with whom the late ruler had entrusted the administration
of his successor’s government, also passed away one after the other.
Emperor You then appointed Guo Shifu, Yin Qiu and Ji Gongyi as the
three senior ministers. Working hand in glove with each other, these
fellows dominated the court through fawning and flattery. In their
own interests they did everything to please the emperor and persecute
the honest officials. Thus the government administration lay in waste
throughout the country and complaints were heard everywhere.

One day, the guard officer of Mount Qi reported that an
earthquake had occurred on the same day in the Jing, Luo and Yellow
River districts. But Emperor You said with a smile, “Earthquakes are
ordinary natural phenomena; it is not necessary to report them to me.”
So no action was taken.

On their way home from the court, Zhao Shudai, an upright senior
official, said to Bo Yangfu, the imperial historian:
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“His Majesty takes no care of state affairs; instead of showing
great concern for the people in those afflicted areas, he leaves the
governing all the more to treacherous fellows like Guo Shifu. How can
the Western Zhou Dynasty last long?”

“Yes,” nodded Bo Yangfu. “If it goes on like this, some calamity is
bound to happen soon.”

“As an officer appointed for forewarning,” Zhao went on, “I'll do
my utmost to speak straightforwardly to the emperor.”

“But I'm afraid,” advised the veteran imperial historian, “your
honest talk will bring no good result.”

This conversation between the two decent officials was overheard
by a palace attendant who lost no time in reporting it to Guo Shifu.
Hearing that Zhao might do something unfavorable to his clique, Guo
took this report as good chance to get rid of his political rivals and went
directly to the palace to accuse both Zhao and Bo of disseminating
rumor and slandering the emperor and his government.

“I think their criticism of me and my government as stinking
manure!” responded Emperor You.

With a heart brimful of loyalty, Zhao Shudai had long intended to
put in a word of warning to the rulers, but he could find no suitable
opportunity. Some days later, the guard officer of Mount Qi hurried to
the capital again and reported that the three rivers winding around the
capital had gone dry and Mount Qi had suddenly collapsed, destroying
innumerable houses and huts of the local inhabitants.

On hearing this, the emperor was not daunted. On the contrary,
with the connivance of Prime Minister Guo Shifu, he ordered a large
number of subordinates to find beautiful girls for his harem.

Unable to restrain himself any longer, Zhao Shudai submitted a
memorial to the emperor, saying, “The landslide of the high mountain
is a bad omen for the country and, furthermore, as the Mount Qi is
the foundation of our kingdom, its collapse is not a small incident. In
such a case, Your Majesty should take more care of state affairs, pay

more attention to the lives of people and search at once for sagacious
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officials to help administer the government. Only this way may some
untoward calamity be averted. But it is really quite incredible to me
that instead of looking for talented officials, Your Majesty intends all
the more to find beautiful girls at this critical moment.”

But in person, Prime Minister Guo Shifu argued, “Our empire
has had its capital here in Haojing for several hundred years running,
and Mount Qi has long been as useless as a cast-off shoe. What does it
matter to us?”

At this moment, all of Guo’s adherents, including ministers Yin
Qiu and Ji Gongyi, vowed one after another that the country was now
flourishing in an unprecedented way, that Zhao Shudai’s warning was
groundless and had some ulterior motives.

“In short,” inspired by the support of his henchmen, Guo Shifu
went on, “Zhao Shudai has for a long time shown a contemptuous
attitude towards the present government. He is attempting to slander
Your Majesty on the slightest pretext. I sincerely hope Your Majesty
will see through him.”

“Quite right!” Emperor You replied. With a cold smile, he then
dismissed Zhao Shudai from office and banished him to his native place.

“A wise man will not enter a tottering state, and either will he
stay in a disorderly country,” Zhao Shudai exclaimed with a long sigh
as he left the court. Soon afterwards, the veteran official went to the
Dukedom of Jin, where he later became a senior official.

On hearing that Zhao Shudai was dismissed, Bao Xiang, an upright
minister just returning from an official trip, hastened to implore the
emperor to call back the banished Zhao. He said, “If Your Majesty is
bent on having your own way, I'm afraid that our country will surely
be in danger of destruction as a result of lacking wise administrators.”

Greatly enraged by this, the emperor at once ordered to have Bao
Xiang put into prison.

Though a good number of beautiful girls were recruited from
various parts of the country, Emperor You still felt dissatisfied. He

then ordered a notice to be put up nationwide that anyone who could
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