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O-I A Pessimistic Dog
As XY

There was once a farmer who devised a competition between
his dog and his rabbit. He made a hole in one of his biggest fields,
and hid a carrot and a bone in it. He wanted to see which animal
would find them first.

The rabbit was very cheerful and optimistic, and he threw
himsell into looking for the carrot, digging here and there, totally
convinced that he would find it. But the dog was pessimistic, and
after sniffing around for a bit, he lay down on the ground and began
to complain how difficult it was to find one bone in such a big field.

The rabbit dug for hours, and with every new hole the dog
complained even more about how difficult this was, even for the
rabbit. The rabbit, on the other hand, thought that each hole dug
was one hole less that needed digging. When there was no place
in the whole field left to dig, the rabbit dug a tunne! to right under
where the dog had been lying all that time. There he found the carrot
and the bone.

And this is how it was that the dog lost due to his pessimism.
Because, thanks to his great instinct, he had already found the right
place at the very beginning!
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Moral of the Story:
Many of our natural «horiiallc can be replaced by a positive
attitude and =
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Gus Grumplings was never happy with anything. He had lots of
friends, and parents who loved him dearly, but all Gus could think
about was what he didn't have, or things he did have which he was
unhappy with. If someone gave him a car, it would be too big or too
slow. If he went to the zoo, he'd come back disappointed because
they hadn't let him feed the lions. If he played football with his
friends, he would complain, saying there were too many of them for
just one bail...

What caught Gus unaware was Chuckles, the o
cloud. One day, Chuckles was «/riting past, and heard all of Gus's
complaining. Chuckles v = to see. When the cloud was right
above Gus, he started dropping heavy black rain on him. That was
Chuckles' favourite trick to play on little kids.

Gus wasn't at all impressed by this new development; it just
made him complain even more. He was even angrier after he realised
that the cloud was following him.

Well, this carried on for almost a week. Gus couldn't get away
from the cloud, and he got more and more infuriated.

Gus had a little friend, a happy and generous girl called Gladys.
Gladys was the only one who had been willing to hang around with
Gus during all those black, rainy days. All the other children had run
off to avoid getting soaked and ending up completely black.

One day, when Gus was at the end of his tether, she said to him:
"Cheer up! What you should realise is that you're the only one of us
who has his very own cloud, and even better, its rain is black! We
could play some fun games with a cloud like this, don't you reckan?"
As Gladys was his only company these days, and he didn't want her



to leave as the others had, Gus reluctantly agreed.

Gladys took him to the swimming pool, and left him there until
all the pool water was black. Then she went and got other kids. They
came and played in the pool. The water being black meant they could
play hide and seek! Grudzingly, Gus had to admit it had been a lot of
fun, but what was even more fun was playing Wet the Cat.

Gus would find cats and run alongside them. When the cats felt
themselves getting wet they would jump about in the craziest way,
and run off at top speed, with funny looks on their faces. Before long,
all the children in town had gathered around Gus, thinking up new
games they could play using the cloud.

For the first time ever, Gus started to see the positive side of
things; even things which, at first, had seemed so bad. Chuckles, the
prankster cloud, thought that he could now leave; his work had been
done. But, before leaving, he gave Gus two days of multicaoloures
rain, with which the children invented the most fun games ever.

When Chuckles finally left, Gus didn't complain. Now he knew
to focus on the good in life, and the good thing about Chuckles'
departure was that no longer was Gus soaking wet all day. Now he
could go and do dry things, and that's exactly what he did.
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