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Foreword

Why did | choose the islands as the base of the graduation project?

| have chosen several distinctive islands in Xiamen areas and its surrounding since 2008,
and there are three reasons:

Firstly, | tend to pour into students’ minds the motion “design as research” during the teaching
of graduation project. The distinctive bases are, in fact, the real and specific designing
environment on one hand, and the abstract and virtual researching base on the other hand.

Secondly, island is an important environmental characteristics of the coastal cities (Xiamen
itself is actually an island). It is necessary for us to make research on several problems, such
as the characteristic of islands, the changing “village in the city”, and the “city in the village”.

At last, the choice is directed with my own “ambition”, that is the design and research of
the“islands” would be designed as continuous, dynamic and develop.

Zhang Yanlai
12th August, 2014
Xiamen University
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Studio Topics

Gulangyu Plan, Xiamen, 2008
Xiaodeng Island Plan, Xiamen, 2010
Wuyu Island Plan, Zhangzhou, 2012
Haimen Island Plan, Zhangzhou, 2013

Design Brief

e Studio Background

By taking the perspectives of both architecture and urban design, the studio intends to
study and analyze the possible paradigms for renovating historical urban areas.
Experimental proposals are developed on specific segments of a series of isles/islands,

which are located off the west Taiwan Strait shore.

e Design Objectives

#By integrating and reorganizing various resources from the context, urban renovation
of the site is conducted in both spatial and functional sense.

2. The context of the city is accentuated with focuses on the characters of “architecture
of islands”.

3. Study the relations between public-private space, generic-specific space and
global-local space, and how the qualities of the space can be regenerated.

4. Speculate and manipulate architecture-space-form-function as a whole.

e Educational Objectives

1. Emphasize the process of design.

2. Emphasize the understanding of the context, the space and the place through
experiencing.

3. Spontaneous design.

4. Final thesis as test or testimony for all-over design competences.



e Design Specifications

As a general rule, the studio does not provide rigid specifications on design, in order to

encourage the students to propose a wider range of interventions based on their field

research, which will finally become the starting point of their further design.

1. The suggested area of a chosen site is 15000~25000 sqm, and the suggested plot ratio
is between 0.8~2.0.

2. The content of design can be art, exhibition, residence, service, landscape, tourism and

so on. The design specifications are determined by each student.

e Studio Schedule

week 1~2 design briefing, selection of site

week 3~4 field trip and research based on the studio topic, a report of at least 4000 words

will be submitted at the end of week 4

week 5~6 schematic design with multiple design options -

week 7~8 narrow down the options and develop the proposal, group discussion

week 9~12 further develop the proposal, technical issues such as structure and details
should be addressed properly

week 13~14 production

week 15~16 finalizing the thesis and preparation for the graduation defense
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Gulangyu Island Plan

Gulangyu Island Plan 1
The renewal plan for art village
Authors: Wang Chenjun Liu Yong Wang Linggiao

Gulangyu Island Plan 2
The renewal plan for city space
Authors: Cao Xinting Song Ge

Review and Summary / Gulangyu island—The first stop blurted out

Xiaodeng Island Plan

Xiaodeng Island Plan 1
Ship building—Architecture space cruise plan
Authors: Sun Sheng Qiu Chang Huang Zhexuan

Xiaodeng Island Plan 2
Mail from home—The research of the residential building forms
Authors: Hong Jiayi Bie Xiaoye Ximen Jiaqi e

Review and Summary / Xiaodeng island—Historical fragments and
the memory of the city

Wuyu Island Plan

Wauyu Island Plan 1
A tale of two cities—Six stories concerning the renovation
Authors: Li Sigi Wang Zhouhui Chang Yue

Wuyu Island Plan 2
Atale of three cities—Experiments of special reconstructing
Authors: Chen Xiaoting Yu Dan

Review and Summary / Wuyu—Ideality and imagination

Haimen Island Plan

Haimen Island Plan 1
Street city—The design of community
Authors: Wang Cangkai Gao Shangsi Liao Xiangyi

Haimen Island Plan 2
A flower is a world—Project 2013
Authors: Li Xin Zhang Lei Dong Zhe

Review and Summary / Haimen island—We have so much to dream
Afterword Island, next stop?

Appendix The list of students / Prize / Thesis
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