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Abstract

Basic Theories of Constitutional Law is the product of joint efforts by a
prominent team of legal scholars that includes professors Chen Yunsheng, Mo
Jihong and Zhou Hanhua, all of the Constitutional Studies Department, Law
Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and led by professor Zhang
Qingfu, renowned Chinese constitutionalist and former president of Chinese
Association of Constitutional Law. This book marks a milestone in constitutional
studies in China in the mid-1990s , representing the best work at the time.

The book is structured in a way that departs from tradition. The authors
review constitutional studies from four aspects, namely, theory, history, entity
and implementation, and with a focus on development and international
practices. The chapters cover basic theories, historical development,
basic systems, citizens’ basic rights and duties, government agencies and
departments, and constitutional supervision. The use of comparative methods
allows the authors to provide an account of the historical and institutional
characteristics of the development of constitutions, and to formulate a
relatively complete system of constitutional theory. The work transcends the
limits that have traditionally been imposed on China’s constitutional studies
by an overemphasis on textual structure and framework, and synthesizes
theory and practice, achieving thereby a concise exposition of the basic
principles of constitutional law. The authors also offer suggestions for

improving China’s constitutional system and strengthening implementation.
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