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HREZAME An Album of the Former Residences of World Celebrities

FOREWORD

Celebrities are, of course, well-known people.

Celebrities are overbearing heroes, dominating warriors, scientists
who have created miracles or great masters who have changed the
course of history. They are either known for their character, courage,
or wisdom, or renowned for their military exploits, monumental
works or prodigious feats.

Celebrities are lofty mountains, flaunting banners, living
monuments, radiant suns, elegant poems and shining examples.
Celebrities are paragons of success. They made history with their
glorious and lasting achievements during their life, and have been
respected, admired and commended by later generations.

To follow in the footsteps of celebrities, to honor them and to learn
from them mean that we should strive to become one of them, and
that, like them, we should devote ourselves to a grand purpose so
as to harvest success and joy. Celebrities shine like bright stars, with
new ones emerging in an endless stream. They are a great driving
force that keeps history going; they are the distinctive markings

of a mature society; and they are the greatest hope of human
development.

The former residences of celebrities refer to the birthplaces of
these famous people, the houses in which they made indescribable
achievements and the establishments in which they caused some
major historical events to happen. In these places you can find the
passion, the souls, the courage and uprightness of their owners as
well as their spirit, character, decency, ideals, faith, and hope.

The former residences of celebrities are monuments, textbooks,
schools and valuable cultural relics. Maybe they have lost their past
glory, and are even dilapidated; maybe they are hidden in remote
mountains or back alleys and are virtually forgotten; maybe the
great achievements of their owners have long gone with the wind.
However, as long as we stop, holding our breaths, in the courtyards
where the celebrities stayed, and the halls and lanes where the
celebrities left their footmarks, we shall be moved and inspired

by their unselfish generosity, noble integrity and deathless souls,
immediately realize the arduous eftorts they made in creating a
glorious eternity and understand their earth-shaking and soul-
stirring laughter and tears involved in the process.

Entering the former residences of celebrities, we seem to see them




once again. They are Karl Marx, Franklin Roosevelt, Dante Alighieri,
William Shakespeare, Da Vinci, Issac Newton, Albert Einstein, Leo
Tolstoy, to name but a few. Everything about them—their voices and
expressions, their appearances and mannerisms, their outstanding
achievements, lofty ideals, firm beliefs, great minds, and noble
sentiments—touches us, moves us and inspires us.

[t is our absolute duty to protect the former residences of celebrities,
preserve the cultural heritages, and leave them to later generations.
And we should act now. Today, anytime, anywhere, wars, conflicts,
floods, fire, earthquakes, city redevelopment projects and social
undertakings have made them lose their original features and
partially or completely destroyed them.

The former residences of celebrities are groaning; they are
disappearing; they are crying. To protect, rescue and repair them
requires the force of public opinion, which is important and
valuable. However, to practice what you preach is even more
important. Similarly, it 1s good to preserve the former residences

of celebrities in the form of texts and leave them to the future
generations. However, isn’t it more real, more concrete, more vivid,
and closer to perfect to walk into them with a camera, and freeze-
frame their images for posterity? Ten years, dozens of years, hundreds
of years, and even thousands of years later, when these books with
lifelike pictures and vivid descriptions in them are laid in front of
our descendents, how do you think they will feel? Sure enough, we
could not possibly blame our predecessors for their inaction, nor
should we leave this task to our descendents. What we should do is
act now. It 1s a noble mission that history has entrusted to us. It is a
matter of course. It is mandatory therefore that we should get busy
on this right away.

To preserve the past glory of celebrities, to keep their immortal spirit
and to save for our children the cultural heritages as embodied in
their former residences, it is important that we bravely shoulder the
historic responsibility for the monumentalization of their former
homes.

That is our responsibility.

That 1s our mission.

That 1s our glory.

Che Jixin
2012.8.19
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Murasaki Shikibu, with her original name
likely to be Fujiwara Takako, was a Japanese
female writer of the mid-Heian period.

She was born in 973 A.D. in Japan into

an ordinary aristocratic family. Since early
childhood, she learned Chinese poetry and
waka (a kind of poetry written in Japanese
characters) from her father, a learned man
who excelled at Chinese literature, Chinese
poetry and waka, and later she became
proficient in Chinese classics. In addition,
Murasaki Shikibu was skilled at musical
instruments and painting, and all these
gained her the fame of a talented woman.
Thanks to her work 7he 7ale of Genyi, she was
favored by high-rank officials and even invited
to serve as a lady-in-waiting to Empress
Fujiwara No Shoshi at the imperial court in
about 1005. She lectured Buddhism and
Chronicles of Japan and The Collected Works
of Bar Juyi (a Chinese poet) to the Empress.
Ladies-in-waiting were then named after

the official title of their fathers or brothers

to indicate their social status, so she was
called Shikibu which was her brother’s title,
hence the name Fujiwara Shikibu. Later as
the reputation of 7he 7ale of Genyi soared,

XHFR  Writers - 5 Murasaki Shikibu

she was named Murasaki Shikibu, after the
main character Murasaki No Ue in her work.
In about 1013 A.D. Murasaki Shikibu left court
and died in 1014 A.D.

The Tale of Genyi, considered as the first
realistic novel in the world, represents the
peak of Japanese classical literature, by
aesthetically integrating the two literary
traditions of Uta Monogatari and the tale

of legend. It tells the life story of Genji,
mainly his political upheavals and romantic
affairs. By doing so, it demonstrates the
busy intrigues of the court, the many twists
and turns of the noble families, and immoral
relationships among the aristocrats as

well as their decadence. She completed
other works while serving the Empress,
namely "7he Diary of Lady Murasaki" and
"Poetic Memoirs”. The former, "The Diary

of Lady Murasaki", mainly accounts her
experiences in the court, such as the grand
court ceremonies, the looks, talents and
personality of other ladies-in-waiting. "Poetic
Memoirs" includes waka over 100 poems
describing her emotions and thoughts
throughout her life.
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The former residence of Murasaki Shikibu at Nakayama Rozan-
Ji Temple in Kyoto, Japan.




