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UMNIT 1
Cam/oud Cu/llur'e

Unit Goals
To show opinions on campas culture in speaking
To use comparison and contrast in essay writing

To use the skill of change of parts of speech in

Chinese-English translation
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Speak more

by vourself

Oral Practice

1. In the following sentences, each sentence contains a (n) basic or

inappropriate word or phrase. Replace it with a more precise or suitable
one with its correct form from the list below. Then make your own

sentences with at least two of them in each.

alliance assert profound stimulate characterize
nostalgic shrink  drop out transform click

1) Going to college was the most exciting and good experience of your life.

2) In the 1960s, California’s colleges and universities had changed the state into the world’s
seventh largest economy.

3) In France, the students of the Sorbonne in Paris managed to form a group with the trade
unions and launch a general strike.

4) It wasn’t just the activism that stood for student life in the 1960s.

5) Some students quit school, but the most apathetic stay the course because it's too much

effort to leave.
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Campus Culture Unit 1

6) The gap between childhood and college has decreased, and so has the gap between college
and the real world.

7) When I started to study postmodernism, something inspired and made me sit up and take
a fresh look at college life.

8) It's a movement which appears to encourage individuals to say themselves collectively.

9) But how do we rebel against our parents’ generation which is thinking a lot about
revolution?

10) The technological revolution is just as real and just as deep as the revolution of the

1960s—it’s just not as obvious.

2. Discuss the following questions with your partner. Then based on your
discussion, choose one topic for a mini-speech.

1) In College Just Isn’t Special Anymore, the author states that college has become a
means to an end (e.g. going to university to get a job afterwards), but not an end in
itself (e.g. going to university to learn and to enrich one’s spiritual world). Do you agree
with the author’s opinion? Why or why not?

2) In The Post-Everything Generation, the writer says students today have no ways to
describe their political commitment, inspirational characters, philosophy, directions or

theme. Do you agree? Why or why not?

3. Suppose you are planning to study abroad and must choose where to
study. Make a dialogue with your partner on what factors would influence
your choice of destination.

(reference : quality of courses, employability prospects, affordability, personal security

issues , lifestyle , accessibility, etc. )

“a4 3 »



Write more

by vourself

Partll
Writing

. * o
o
Development by Comparison and Contrast

What are comparison and contrast g

In this unit, we will learn the writing strategy of development by comparison and contrast.
Comparison explains how people or things are similar, and contrast explains how they are
different.

Two patterns of comparison and contrast g

Subject-by-subject: In this pattern, you examine one thing thoroughly and then explore
the other. The points examined in the two things should be identical and in the same order.
This method is also called block comparison or block contrast.

Point-by-point: In this pattern, you examine two things at the same time. You alternate
from one aspect of the first subject to the same aspect of the other subject before you move
on to the next aspect. This method is also called alternating comparison or alternating

contrast.

Typice IT atures g

1. Organization of details

The organization of details in a comparison-and-contrast essay depends on the purpose

“ 4 »



Campus Culture Unit 1

of writing and the relative importance of the specific points. If the purpose is only to explain
the similarities and differences between two subjects, the order of writing the two subjects is
not that important. But if the purpose is to argue which is better, then the more favorable
subject of an item is usually discussed later in order to leave the reader with a deeper
impression.

Besides, if the specific points are hard to remember unless placed side by side, the
point-by-point pattern is often adopted. In contrast, if the overall picture seems more
important than individual points, the subject-by-subject pattern is then preferable.

2. Comparing parallel features

A comparison/contrast can only be used if you discuss the same or parallel features
about each item.That is to say, the items being compared or contrasted must have something
in common. For example, you could choose to compare or contrast two movies, two Sports
figures, or two teaching systems, but you would not compare or contrast school learning
with animals, or the price and atmosphere of one restaurant with the quality of the service
and food of the other.

3. Analogy, metaphor, and simile

Writing a comparison often involves constructing an analogy, an extended comparison
in which something complex or unfamiliar is likened to something simple or familiar. The
reason for making the analogy is to help your reader more easily understand or visualize the
more complex or unfamiliar subject. Two common forms of analogy in writing are
metaphor and simile. A metaphor directly identifies one thing with another, while a simile
uses the word like or as to link the two things being compared. In this sense, simile
suggests, rather than directly establishes, the comparison. For example,

For years, her cries of “fish for sale” were in vain. She had no home, no family, no
friends—and her life was a basket of unsold fish. (metaphor)

She is fragrant like a rose. (simile)

4. Using transitional words to link points of comparison/contrast

In writing that uses comparison/contrast, use transitional words to ensure a smooth
move from one point to another. Without transitional words and phrases, writing that
presents all the points about Item A and then all the Item B would appear to be unconnected.
Similarly, writing using the point-by-point pattern would be choppy and monotonous,
because transitional words and phrases add variety to your sentence structure. The following

are some frequently-used transitional words.

“4 5 »
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sentence connectors subordinators = coordinators others
similarly as and like
likewise just just like
also as alike
too similar to
furthermore in addition to
at the same time the same as
equally important both...and
in comparison not only...but also
Contrast g
sentence connectors  subordinators coordinators others
on the other hand although but different from
in contrast though yet unlike
however even though oppositely
on the contrary while conversely
nevertheless whereas differently
in spite of

Introduction
> Describe the subjects you are going to compare and/or contrast.

¥ Clearly state the purpose of this comparison and/or contrast in your thesis.
Body
> Present the similarities and/or differences of your subjects in a clear sequence.
» Organize the details in a way that best serves your purpose.
Conclusion

Restate the two subjects and the main points of similarity and/or difference.
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Campus Culture Unit 1 ‘r

Exercises

1. Read College Just Isri t Special Anymore carefully. Find out more examples
of contrasting techniques used in the text.

QiTechnique 1. words suggesting the change

| Examples: These days political, social and creative awakening seems to happen

not because of college, but in spite of it.

0 Technique 2: questions

| Examples: But where’s the passion today?

0_ Technique 3: comparative structure

| Examples: Instead of the heady atmosphere of freedom which students in the

1960s discovered, students today are much more serious.

2. Write a paragraph of comparison on the topic of Similarities between
School and Work.

( Tips: getting up early, being prompt, having quotas, having deadlines,

cooperating , competing , benefiting society , etc. )

3. Write a passage on the topic of College Just Isni't Special Anymore, using
the development of contrast. You should write at least 120 words.

“« 7 »



Practice more

by vourself

Part |1}

Translation

TP AR AN AR Y R 1A T B, R P 0 R e Al T B, R — R
FHRBIRETG . RITE 2, sl 7E 2 S A o , K5 J S v 9 8 A1) 154 ) 4 7 33 3C
P A Rk ke o ARl A e 2 i SCRE I R TS AR, AR TR SOE
S A b A 2k SR SC R . R BT DU rp P A ) e A ik S AR B AE LA
AT

1. ERDEAEHE

Ul ) f o PR AR G O 1 T iR . X R N IR IR L, Z B R R B R
i, A s e sk 2 R — AN EESh IR T HL, SEEE AT DOE i 1 2 7]
PAS I R i i ke A Bl 1 R o PR MR T ) 7 L) 2l 1) A f Dy T L
b P ey ) R R T

S BIESER R ATERE

FMETEMH AT, EXFHEUREMRVVRmE=EIEE BATEK -

Everywhere , going to college meant your first taste of real freedom. . .
RamE ‘RE" EERAREBENEIEAHZE “ese” .

iofE, MEBXRENSTURNMIFIA. MIRBENSHRIER
56
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Campus Culture Unit 1 H

Remember that there are plenty of online opportunities for thieves to create a
false identity based on your own.

Fad “NeBWAA” EREEXFRETRIE “opportunities” &

B2 BEhE%RAEERSE

N A S ERBEE RS BB S £ R . BIRR R REGS
FEMES

Berkeley , the University of California’s main campus , was also well-known

Jor its student demonstrations and strikes, and its atmosphere of political

radicalism.
REFINERE LL-MER" ERIFRAENKIRATEE
215 “be well-known for”

& T EE i T tE NZ T SRR BB B LABG IR AT i A B 55 o

It’s also worth logging off your computer to avoid opportunistic theft.
Fash Wiz EERIEEXFEEEE “‘worth” BEHE.

W BiiEMEREHENERIT

BESENBELSRARTLZH.
I suppose boys think differently from girls.
REFRENE “RETF" EEFATOENEREANENT  “differendy” .
REIL/RAVEBE B ERPFE RS A eI AR
Don’t leave your mail in your mailbox overnight or over the weekend.
ROFME IR ERIEFENPREENE “overnight” , “I/E
K EEXHFEFERET “over the weekend” .
KNGEF A ATEENE
R, NEXAEXRR, RINENLFELEENR - =
BAREEMRXFERN—IINER.
Hard to say, almost by definition it can’t be defined. . . it’s just kind of
negative and against everything that came before it.
REREiE R ESIFEAENERAMNE “against” .
MRIRABEIRE, EXTLUB—RNRAUZEERRE, SEETLL
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