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Preface

Mentougou District sitting in western Beijing was traditionally called Jingxi (west of the capital). In the ancient history of the
capital, many Ming and Qing-style (1368-1911) villages and even older ones from the Wei (220-265) and Jin (265-420) periods
remain in Mentougou. The folk raise grain and trees, mine for coal and stone materials, and defend the border, which has resulted
in the varied styles and characteristics of folk architecture, culture and customs, adding to the diversity and substance of Jingxi
indigenous culture. All these are regarded as invaluable cultural treasures today.

The architecture of Jingxi's ancient villages is typically Siheyuan Courtyards (quadrangle dwellings) in mountainous regions.
The indigenous national folk culture still has an impressive presence in the village-based surroundings that have survived fill now.
The bricks, tiles, grass and trees in these ancient villages sing high praise of the life here achieved through diligence and hard
work, and birth to the elites of our nation.

In early the 1990s, | began visiting these ancient villages to discover and display their heritage via my paintings and sketches
in the hope of showing the folk life to more people and gradually leading to the booming development of the local tourism industry,
and attracting the more artists to come. Some film producers consider it as an ideal location for filming. Chinese and foreign writers
also come, while arts colleges use the villages as a base for student sketch training and teaching. The culture of Beijing ancient
villages displays its shimmering charms.

Looking to the past, present and future, our humankind constantly progresses as the society evolves.

In this grand tide of social and economic development, it is my sincere desire to encourage people re-present our historical
architecture and to inspire their memories about such human landscapes, so as to arouse people's passion for their hometowns
and promote confidence in a better tomorrow.

Peng Shigiang
January 2014
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Cuandixia Village

Cuandixia, a middle Ming Dynasty-era village, located 6,000 meters southwest of Zhaitang Township,
Mentougou District, Beijing, was built on steep terrain easy to defend for those living there. The sketch
depicts the last remaining group of buildings connected to each other as a defense from invasion
and thievery,
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Beautiful Autumn (Shuangshitou Village)

Shuangshitou (literally “Pair of Stones”) Village has a small
population of only twenty households. It provides the only access
to Cuandixia Village.
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