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On December 28th, 2007, the ancient ship of the Southern Song Dynasty— “South China Sea No.1" , which had rested on the ocean floor
over 800 years, finally moved into its new home-the “Crystal Palace” of Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum located in Hailing Island. It
symbolized that the integral raise of the remarkable "South China Sea Mo.1" was successful,

The discovery and salvaging of "South China Sea No .1" is significant for under-water archaeology in China and even the world.
According to experts’ research, “South China Sea Mo.1" is not only the world” s oldest, largest and best preserved ancient ocean-going
trade ship discovered so far, and it also containg the largest amount of cultural relics. The ship sank below the main channel of Chinese
ancient maritime Silk Road, so it provides solid evidence for us to uncover and recreate the history of Song Dynasty and ancient maritime Silk
Road.

“South China Sea No.1" was raised integrally, which is first in the world. This cultural project, full of imaginations and creativities, helps
Chinese under—water archaeology ranking among the tops in Asia and even the world. Ex-situ conservation and in-museum excavation are
revolutions to the traditional under-water archaeclogy methods. While Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum, with its unigue outlook, is
ancther star among all museums in China.

“South China Sea No.1" is not only China' s treasure but also the world” s. Although the excavation has just begun, “South China Sea
No.1" is receiving maore and more intense attention from academe and overseas. It" s predictable that the enthusiasm for  “South China Sea
Na. 1" will continue to heat up.

During the discovery, salvage, move into museum, and excavation attempts, photo reporters from Yangjiang Daily Press, famous local
photographers and staff of Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum traveled between the sites and recorded the whole process of raising the
ancient ship with their cameras. We therefore select some pictures and compile them into this book, hoping to present our readers and later
generations with memaorable historical information.
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Discovery and Inspection
(Aug. 1987-Apr. 2007)

In August 1987, when Guangzhou Marine Rescue and Salvage Bureau of the Ministry of Communication and
a foreign marine exploration company were looking for an EIC shipwreck in Yangjiang sea area, they discovered
an ancient trade ship of Song Dynasty in the sea about 20NM away from Dongping, Yangjiang, and fished up
from it more than 200 pieces of china. The ship stunned the world by being considered to be related to the
ancient marine Silk Road. According to customs, the remains of the sunken ship was named “South China Sea
No.1” by State Administration of Cultural Heritage.

Two decades has passed since the found of “South China Sea No.1” till its salvage. It’ s also the same two
decades that witnessed the development of under—water archaeology in China. With “South China Sea No.1"
as its milestone, Chinese under—water archaeology started from nothing, and it is now capable of organizing an
independent team to conduct the world’ s most difficult under—water archaeology project.

During the two decades, specifically in 1989,2001 to 2004, and 2007, the national under—water archaeology
team had organized nine under—water researches and inspections, which allowed the archaeologists to figure
out the ship’ s under—-water condition, direction, and preservation. Meanwhile, during an excavation attempt in
2002, a large amount of precious cultural relic was fished out.

Two decades ’efforts and hard work made this achievement. During the 20 years, the department of cultural
relics of the state worked together with departments of the province and the municipal, dedicating every effort to
plan the salvage in a safe and workable way. “South China Sea No.1” was finally decided to be raised
integrally, which was the first in the world, after six specified revisions and four prudent verifications. During that
time, the under—water salvage and preservation techniques made huge progresses, and a large number of
gualified archaeologists emerged thanked to the three under—water archaeology trainings held by the country.

“South China Sea No.1” won’ tbe raised successfully without those days and nights in the two decades.
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In May 2001, the under—water archaeology team conducted the firstinspection on “South China Sea No.1” the shipwreck.
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Under—water inspection platform.
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Some of the salvaged culture relics.
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A porcelain bowl salvaged in 2002. A
name can be clearly seen at the
bottom of it.
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Some of the salvaged porcelain were
processed with foreign samples.
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On March 26 and 27, 2002, professor Zhu Fenghan, former curator of the National Museum of Chinese History, visited Hailing Island,
Yangjiang with his team,to survey the preparatory condition of the under—water archaeology base project, and learn the specific problems on the
founding of base.
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In June 2002, Li Lanfang (middle), who was then vice—governor of Guangdong Province, visited Yangjiang to check on the cultural relics.
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In December 2005, Shan Jixiang (middle), director of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage paid a visit to the cultural relics in the company of
Lei Yulan (front row, 1st left) who is the vice—governor of Guangdong Province.
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Experts and scholars visited the cultural relics of “South China Sea No.1” .
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In 2003, archaeologists visited the under—water inspection field of “South China Sea No.1" .
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In January 2007, staff conducted underwater drilling with the
help of offshore platform, so as to learn the seabed geologic
conditions around the shipwreck.

@2 2007F18, BXFTEEXRARRAFEICES “BE] 5" HKENR
HXho

In January 2007, the press interviewed the inspection field of
“South China Sea No.1” forthe first time.

Q $HEF e g, Offshore platform.
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A piece of wood chip of the shipwreck was salvaged during the
inspection.
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Mud samples collected from the location of “South China
SeaNo.1” by adrilling machine.
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A worker was directing the under-water inspection
through intercom system.
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The staff set a metal basket at the mouth of mud pump
pipe, so as to keep the culture relics.
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In 2007, Vice Chairman of CPPCC Zhang Siging (front row, 2nd left) visited Yangjiang Museum to learn the salvage situation of “South China Sea No.1".
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Divers jumped into the sea to check on the condition of “South China SeaNo.1" .
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During the stage of inspection, officers
and soldiers from border control, armed
police and coast guard protected the
working field with a comprehensive
security system of ground, naval and air
forces.



