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THE PLANTS ON MARS

Is there life on Mars? We do not know. We are sure
that earthlike people do not live on Mars. Earth people need
oxygen to breathe. There is almost no oxygen on Mars.

Living on Mars would be like living on a very high moun-
tain. There would be little air. It might be 50 degrees above
zero at noon and 100 degrees below zero at night.

Many people think there may be plants on Mars. We
know that Mars has carbon. This is a kind of material found in
all plants and animals on earth. Through a telescope, we see
that Mars looks red. In some places, it seems grey. At
times, the grey color turns grey-green, then brown, then
grey again. The grey-green color may be a kind of plant life
changing color with the seasons.

Will men go to Mars one day? If they do, they will have
to take along with them their own oxygen, food, clothing,
and shelter.

New Words and Expressions
Mars /mazs/ n. k&
earthlike [o®laik/ a. BHER—HH



oxygen /'oksidzen/ n. &%

breathe /brid/ v. FFIR

degree /digriz/ n. (RER)ER
zero [ zisrou/ n. &

carbon /kazban/ n. B

telescope ['teliskaup/ n. BimE

grey Igrei/ a. KEBH
shelter [felta/ n. EHEY, P HT

Questions for Comprehension

1.

R

Why are we sure that earthlike people do not live on
Mars?

Why would living on Mars be like living on a very high
mountain?

How does the temperature change on Mars?

Why do many people think there may be plants on Mars?
What is the color of Mars seen through a telescope?
What could be the cause of the color changing in some
places on Mars?

. What will man have to take along with them if one day

they go to Mars?
In what way do you think man could have a better under-
standing of Mars?



THE CITY THAT GREW IN A LAKE

The center of a lake is a strange place to build a city. Yet
this is what the Aztec Indians of Mexico did more than 600
years ago. One of their legends said the people would see an
eagle holding a snake in its mouth. When they did, they
were to build a city on that spot. They did this, even though
the spot was a swampy island in the middle of a lake.

The Aztecs had to work hard to build their island city.
Much of the water had to be drained. Then canals had to be
built. The Aztecs used wooden boards as bridges across the
canals.

Later, the Aztecs built big, wide roads raised above the
water. They also built tall towers of stone. The towers rose
high above the canals.

In 1619, the island city was the Aztec capital. It has-
changed very much over the years. But the ancient Aztec city
is still a capital. We know it as Mexico City, the great capital
of Mexico.

New Words and Expressions
Aztec Indian [zztek 'indion/ n. MIZEREFEEZA
3



Mexico
Mexico City
legend

spot
swampy
drain

canal
ancient

Multiple Choices

/'meksikau/

/ledzond/
/spot/
/'swompi/
/drein/
/konel/
[einfant/

2
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1. The Aztec Indians built a city ___ .

A) in the middle of a mountain
B) in the middle of a desert

C) on a swampy island
D) on a sea island

2. The word in the story that means old stories or beliefs passed
on down the years from generation to generation iS ____.

A) eagle

B) spot

. BEFE

. BPEK

. fEUL LA
. AL BER
. R

. HEK R

- HARE, HER

C) legend D) drain

3. The story does not say this,but you can tell that __ .
A) a city made of towers will not last
B) cities do not change much over the years
C) people can build a city almost everywhere
D) many cities have been built according to legends
4. Which of the following does this story lead you to believe?
A) The Aztecs were very fine builders.
B) The Aztecs could not do anything well.
C) The Aztecs used canals instead of roads.



D) The Aztecs thought the snake could bring them good
luck.

. The main idea of the story is that .

A) everyone should listen to eagles in Mexico

B) the Aztecs built a city in the middle of a lake

C) snakes could talk to the Aztec Indians of Mexico

D) the city built by Aztecs used to be their capital



THE FISH ON THE MOUNTAIN

It is no surprise to find seashells in the sand. Most sea-
shells are found near the sea. But some seashells have been
found on high mountaintops. That is a funny place for sea-
shells. How did they get there?

The earth did not always look the way it does today.
Once the sea covered more of the land. Then the mountains
pushed up. They pushed up through the water. Land from
the bottom of the sea became mountaintops. Seashells and
fish bones were pushed up, too. They were far away from
sea water. They were left high and dry.

The seashells and fish bones were covered with soft
mud and sand. The mud became hard. It turned to stone.
~ The shapes of the shell and bones were pressed into the
stone. These stones are called fossils.

Fossils have been found all over the world. Have you
ever found one?

New Words and Expressions
seashell /'sizfel/ n. N5
bone /boun/ n. &,8%k

6
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bottom [botom/ n
mud /mad/ n. KEHIEL
shape /feip/ n. SME R BT
fossil ['fosl/ n. fba
Multiple Choices
1. Some seashells have been found .
A) in the trees B) on roads
C) on mountaintops D) in the air
2. The word in the story that means shapes of bones pressed into
stone iS .
A) fossil B) bottom
C) seashell D) sand

Which of the following does the story lead you to believe?
A) Fish used to live in trees.

B) Fossils can be found far away from the sea.

C) Seashells turned into fish bones.

D) The seashells left under the water became fossils.

. What happened to seashells and fish bones?

A) They were left under the water.

B) Seashells and fish bones were left far from the water.

C) Seashells and fish bones were pushed up,too.

D) They were blown to the mountaintop by the strong
wind.

. The main idea of the whole story is that .

A) seashells are funny
B) mud turns into stone



C) the earth has changed
D) The seashells and fish bones were covered with mud
and sand
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THE LEAF THAT TELLS A STORY

A hundred million years ago, a leaf fell to the ground. It
landed in soft mud. More mud covered the leaf. After a long
time the mud dried. Rocks and water pressed down on it.

Years passed. The dirt around the leaf was pressed to
stone. The leaf became dust. But it had left a mark on the
stone. The mark was shaped like the leaf. It was a fossil.

There are many kinds of fossils. Sometimes a whole ani-
mal became a fossil. Some fossils are shaped like fish. Some
are shaped like birds.

Today, scientists study the fossils. From the fossils,
scientists can leam what kinds of trees grew long long ago.
They can tell what kinds of animals once lived on earth.

Fossils can be found in many places. Look at the rocks
you pick up. You may find a fossil. It may be one hundred
million years old!

New Words and Expressions

press /pres/ v. E,$,#%
dust /dast/ n. B8, KL
mark /mack/ n. Rik,i25

9



