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Abstract

Ellen Meiksins Wood is an outstanding Western Marxist. Born in
the United States and growing up in Europe, she has established close
academic links to the British and North American scholars of Marxism.
In the era when socialism is confronted with serious setbacks and mar-
ginalization of Marxism, she is still convinced that Marx’s great histori-
cal materialism is still the most powerful theoretical weapon for our cri-
tique of capitalism and the analysis of international political and eco-
nomic situation. She faces the reality and analyzes the problem from
the perspective of historical materialism while making theoretical strug-
gle against all thoughts that distort or defy historical materialism, with
a view to resuscitating the revival of historical materialism.

In this book the basic structure and main contents are as follows:

The dissertation mainly contains the following parts, namely re-
search questions in introduction, background and significance of the re-
search, literature review, research conception and methodology, main
content, innovative idea and limitation.

The introduction discusses a summary of domestic and abroad,
the theoretical value and practical significance of topics of Wood’s his-
torical materialism thought; Moreover, reveals the research achieve-
ments, existing problems, research trend and the future prospects.

Chapter 1 discusses Wood’s life and academic thought, the logical
structure of Wood’s historical materialism thought, and reveals the
background of the times and theoretical origin of Wood’s historical ma-

terialism thought. Wood constructed the historical materialism thought
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based on the unity of theories and practice. Wood defended and devel-
oped the argument that the era of historical materialism is an era of sig-
nificant changes in the class and social structure, an era of capitalist
hegemony in the world. Wood’s historical materialism thought mainly
absorbed the view of Marx, Thompson and Brenner, specifically the
class analysis of Marx’s historical materialism, Thompson’s class forma-
tion theory, and Brenner’s theory of “social property”

Chapter 2 investigates Wood’s critique of capitalism and reveals
that Wood’s critique of capitalism is the starting point of her historical
materialism thought. Wood’s critique examined a variety of explanatory
models about the origin of capitalism ( commercial model, demographic
model) , revealing that capitalism is a system for capital accumulation
and profit maximization and is against humanity. Due to the nature of
capitalist exploitation, it will eventually be demised under the condi-
tions of fierce outbreak of their own contradictions and external revolu-
tionary forces at work.

Chapter 3 deals with Wood’s reconstruction of historical material-
ism. First of all, Wood criticized the three representative erroneous
views of West history. Secondly, Wood criticized “ Eurocentrism” , re-
vealing the fallacy and the harm of the historical idealism, reiterating
the validity of Marx’s view of history. Finally, Wood reconstructed his-
torical materialism from the three dimensions, deeping the understand-
ing of the historical materialism of Marx.

Chapter 4 mainly reveal Wood stick to the traditional revolutionary
subject. First, Wood criticized the new “real” socialism while arguing
that class consciousness and revolutionary impulses of the working class
have not disappeared but been hidden. Again, Wood described
Thompson’s working class formation theory, pointed out that the work-
ing class do not dead and still can formation and development in class
conflicts of interest. Finally, Wood analyzing the changes of contempo-
rary workingclass in structure, benefits and status, revealing the work-

ing class is still in the abyss of alienation and the revolutionary subject ,
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clarified the path and the ultimate goal for the working class to achieve
the class politics.

Chapter 5 is concerned with the trend of the historical materialism
of Wood. Wood started her analysis from the relationship between de-
mocracy, modernity and capitalism and socialism, revealing that de-
mocracy is the inherent and dimensions of socialism, and that although
modernity and capitalism are closely related, the development of mo-
dernity is also accountable for the success or failure of socialism. Only
when the negative aspects of modernity are controlled and the view of
the democratic supremacy is established can socialist reconstruction be
achieved. Democracy is the lifeblood and the highest good of social-
ism. Not only Wood’s critique from the dual dimensions of capitalist mo-
derniiy and democracy and reconstruction of socialist utopia as the foot-
hold of historical materialism thought, but also become the tendency of
the theory development.

Chapter 6 examines the characteristics, theoretical gains and los-
ses and enlightenment of Wood’s historical materialism thought. The
feature of Wood’s historical materialism thought includes; adherence to
the basic principles of historical materialism amongst various competing
theories; focus on the understanding of the essence of historical materi-
alism and the absorption of new ideas for the improvement and develop-
ment of historical materialism; problem consciousness and reality care.
Wood’s historical materialism thought has both contributions and limita-
tions. The theoretical contributions are highlighted as such: first, she
used the concept of “experience” in the analysis of class formation and
political practice of the working class; second, she described the basic
concepts of historical materialism and their relationship; third, her
thought has deepened our understanding of the theory of imperialism.
The theoretical limitations lie in the neglect of historical research on the
origin of capitalism of Marx and the scope of application of historical
materialism universality. Wood’s historical materialism thought has im-

portant implications on the study of historical materialism and China’s
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socialist construction.

The conclusion part of this book is make a comprehensive analysis
of Wood’s historical materialism thought. Revealing that character and
theme of Wood’s historical materialism thought, elucidating the practi-
cal significance of historical materialism in the era of globalization, and
looking forward to the direction of development of historical material-
ism.

The dissertation intends to make breakthrough and innovation in
the following aspects: First, the book combines Wood’s early texts and
late texts, discussing the historical process of capitalist development
under the capital logical drive; highlighting the dimension of capital
logic critique of its historical materialism ideological. Second, the book
makes the critical process of reconstruction of historical materialism as
a clue to explain the path of Wood’s historical materialism thought.
Third, the book makes the globalization of capitalism as the back-
ground, analyzing the relationship between capitalism, modernity and
democracy. Fourth, the book tries to reveal the characteristics of post-
Marxism and Wood’s historical materialism thought, highlighting the
theoretical value of Wood’s historical materialism thought.

The insufficiencies of this book are: the first is not comprehensive-
ly and accurately understanding of Wood’s historical materialism
thought; the second is that theoretical horizon is relatively narrow by
the theoretical themes is limited; the third is that involved in more
schools of thought and figure, criticism and analysis on specific issues
is not deeply enough. I would expect to make unceasing efforts to over-

come them.

Key words: Wood historical materialism class politics



