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4 BRAES-F

TEXTS AND ANNOTATED INTERPRETATION OF THE

HISTORIES OF THE CRIMINAL CODES OF ANCIENT CHINA
(206 B.C.—1911 AD.)

PREFACE

This book provides translations of the original criminal codes contained in the official
histories of the thirteen dynasties. The original criminal codes are presented parallel to the
interpretation. Key points of each paragraph are summarized in the headings. Certain difficult
passages are explained and annotated for ease of parsing and understanding. Readers can
therefore easily comprehend the spirit and concepts of the criminal policies and laws of the
scholars. Thus, readers can be guided through the history of laws fairly quickly.

Among the official histories of the twenty-five Chinese dynasties there are thirteen codified
sets of criminal laws. The official histories encompass the following dynasties: Han, Jin, Wei,
Sui, Tang (both old and new histories), Five Dynasties, Song, Liao, Jin (Tsin), Yuan, Ming,
and Qing. The author first wrote and published The History of the Criminal Codes of the Han
Dynasty in 1991. Subsequently, this was followed by The History of the Criminal Codes of the
Jin Dynasty and The History of the Criminal Codes of the Wei Dynasty. Since the research was
fairly meticulous, I decided to produce interpretations of the codes of the remaining dynasties.
In the process of interpreting the original texts, due to my limited knowledge of ancient
Chinese literature and texts, I invited Dr. Li-Ying Hsieh to assist in researching relevant
materials. Commanding an in-depth understanding of Chinese literature, Dr. Hsieh has helped
tremendously in the work of annotation and interpretation. After completing the three books, I
invited Dr. Shu-Wei Hsieh, an assistant professor at National Cheng Chi University, to assist
in the interpretation work. This made the book smoother and easier to read. A draft of this
book was completed in 2006. By early 2007 the revision was complete.

Thirty years ago, when researching materials for a book entitled Criminal Policy, the author
became quite impressed with the criminal codes of various dynasties. Occasionally, references
were made to original texts of ancient criminal codes, and I found their true meaning difficult
to ascertain. Reflecting upon recent social disorder, I read the criminal codes of various
dynasties and found astonishing relations between social disorder and the gradual loosening
and relaxation of criminal codes. It is important to see how criminal polices were adapted in
different dynasties to cope with the conditions. This enlightened me and drove me to write this
book. If the publication of this book helps decision makers arrive at better decisions or if it
should encourage more scholars to advance research in the field of legal history, then this
book may serve a positive role by using the ancient to mirror the contemporary, to present the
real meaning of establishing laws.

January 2008 Dn. Zui-Chi Fsich
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