AUCASSIN & NICOLETTE

AMIS & AMILES
TWO MEDIAEVAL ROMANCES
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AND NICOLETTE

AUCASSIN

Painting by Herman Koeh
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LOVERS YOUNG AND FAIR

Listen to a tale of love,

Which an old grey captive wove.
Great delight and solace he
Found 1n his captivity,

As he told what toils beset
Aucassin and Nicolette;

And the dolour uandergone,

And the deeds of prowess done
By a lad of noble race,

For a lady fair of face.

Though a man be old and blind,
Sick in body and 1n mind,

If he hearken he shall be

. Filled with ]o'y and jollity,

So delectable and sweet
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4 LOVERS YOUNG AND FAIR

Is the tale I now repeat.

Now, a war broke out between Count Bougars
of Valence and Count Garin of Beaucaire; and
Count Bougars besieged Beaucaire with a hundred
knights and ten thousand men. Then Count Garin,
who was old and feeble, said to his fair young
son, Aucassin:

““Now, son zo and defend our land and
people.”

“I tell you,” said Aucassin, ‘‘I will never

draw sword unless T have my sweet love Nicolette
to wife.”’
““And I tell you,” said his father, ‘‘that I
weuld liefer lose life and land than see you wedded
to her. What! A Saracen girl, bought by one of
my captains! A slave! A heathen! A witch! God!
I will burn her 1n a fire, and you with her.”

“‘Stay!’’ said Aucassin. ‘I will make an agree-
ment. I will fight Count Bougars, if you will

let me speak to Nicolette atter the battle.

““I agree,” said his father. And he said this
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6 LOVERS YOUNG AND FAIR

because Count Bougars was well nigh master of
Beaucaire.

Aucassin went out to battle in great joy.. But
his father went i1n great anger to the captain that
had bought Nicolette from the Saracens, and said:

“If T lay hands on that heathen girl, I will
burn her in a fire, and you also, unless you have
a care.”’

And the captain who had adopted Nicolette as
his daughter was afraid both for himself and for
his godchild. And he hid her in the tower that
stood 1in the garden of his house.

In the tower that Nicolette
Prisoned 1s, may no man get.
Pleasant 1s her room to see,
Carved and painted wondrously
But no pleasure can she find

In the paintings, to her mind.
Look! For she 1s standing there

By the window, with her hair
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