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UNIT ONE
LEARNING A LANGUAGE

New Words
especially [is'pefali] ad. JLE, #5334
France [fra:ns] n. EEHsEZH
Germany ['d3a:mani ] n. BEE, BE
imitate ['imiteit ] v. take sth. or sb. as an example #
5, (R
stutter ['stata] v. HEEEHPE, O
shopkeeper ['fopki:pa] n. JEE
parrot ' ['peerat | n. B8
complain [kem'plein ] v. HE, BE

Phrases & Expressions

all over the world all parts of the world £ it 5%

ask for want, desire B, #HE

all the time continuously —H , B £

by (doing sth.) by way of, through i &R (HFRK)

have to (do sth.) be forced to (do sth.), must (do sth.)
AR (MER '

as well as and; in addition to Bfeee=-- BTETIEED s B



Pre-reading Questions:
1. What would happen to us without languages?

2. In your view, what are the best ways to learn a foreign language well?

Text

Learning a Language

E. V. Gatenby

In schools all over the world boys and girls are learning foreign lan-
guages. Everybody knows his own language, but another one is useful, es-
pecially when we go to other countries. If we go to France, we ought to be
able to speak French,and in Germany people will expect us to understand
German. ,

How many languages are there 'in the world? There are about fifteen
hundred, but many of them are not very important. English is one of the
most important because S0 many people use it, not only in England and the
USA, but in other parts of the world. About 200 000 000 (two hundred mil-
lion) speak it as their own language, and another 200 000 000 use it as a se-
cond language. It is difficult to say how many people are learning it. Many
millions of schoolboys and schoolgirls are trying to do so.

English children study French, which is also a very important language.
An Englishman can usually find someone in almost all parts of the world
who is able to talk to him in either English or French.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We should remember that
we all learned our own language well when we were children. If we could
learn a second language in the same way, it would not seem so difficult.

A small child tries to imitate what it hears. When it wants something,
it has to ask for it. It is using the language, talking in it and thinking in it all
the time. If people had to use a second language all the time, they would
learn it quickly.

It is important that we learn our own language by hearing it, not by see-
ing it. In school, although you learn to read and write as well as to hear and
speak, it is best to learn all new words through the ear. You can read them,

“ 2.



spell them, and write them later.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop where they sold birds. He
wanted to buy a parrot, a bird which we can teach to speak. He said to the
shopkeeper; “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk English?”

“Yes, sir,” answered the shopkeeper. “Here is a fine green one that
will understand everything you say to it. ”

So the man bought it, but a few days later he took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk”, he complained. “It can only stutter., ”

Even a parrot learns to say just what it hears.
Notes to the Text

1. not only (in )...but (also) (in)...
either (English)...or (French)...
PERAEERFIIEREF, ATHRERAFIMAGAIHAKAF. B
ﬂ]mﬁ‘%\ﬁ%uyg“;ﬁm ...... ﬁ'ﬁﬂ......”ﬁ“ﬁg ...... ﬁ% ...... ”n
2. It is difficult to say how many people are learning it.
It is important that we learn our own language by hearing it,...
it ELARARAFREXFE, EENFERINFAEXEE “to say
how many people are learning it” & B that 5| S 8 )\ A] “that we learn
our own language by hearing it,...”, Xl.
.. it is best to learn all new words through the ear.
3. Many millions of schoolboys and schoolgirls are trying to do so.
XHE so ZBBIAEL,BAXE, ", REFELMFHTRMFELR, B “trying to
learn English”,
try AR AH, EENEEADAEAN -ing ERXEREIE try AR
B”.“Eh7et, EEMEEASAAEREZE. Hl.
She tries dieting and taking long walks every morning. i # 45 & 3
BRERKER#S.
A small child tries to imitate what it hears.
4. An Englishman can usually find someone in almost all parts of the world
who is able to talk to him in either English or French.
ZEALFEHA FEMB T RELAEE AR EREEES TR
BN .
who 5| 3 & M A , H 5B 47 A & someone, EiE M AIEH EELEGTHZ
R BRI TRUEE B RERETATEMNLNEE UTLUEE.

«3e



XFERER AL B EENG.
in almost all parts of the world & # 5 ARIE .
. If we could learn ..., it would not seem so difficult.
If people had to ..., they would learn it quickly.
UAEFERERZEZGA. f AaFmiEESAALEN . RR5H0E
HELHRMREK. '
... although you learn to read and write as well as to hear and speak,...
as well as B FNEEF, BRI B {Leeeee T Hoeeeeee g Ml eneee—FF, 17, R
ik E SR E A BT T 89 3£ 5 #4350 not only ...but also BRRABH XA
RS EER, EREEE. Flan.
We shall travel by night as well as by day. {14 B ®I#E.
We shall travel not only by day but also by night.

. Even a parrot learns to say just what it hears.
what ZEZ A PR EERE, ARIIE—-ITEENG,FENTPREY
hear #J5EiE ,what B R “Feeeee B OGREDEHR(FH)”.



Exercises to the Text

1. Read the following statements and decide whether they are true or false
according to the text (FETIitiR MIBRLHIFEREREET):

1 ) Foreign languages are taught only in some special areas.

2 ) Each other language in the world is useful besides one’s own language.

3) Though there are about 1 500 languages, few of them are most popular
among us.

4 ) English can be understood by the people all over the world, so nobody is
trying to learn it.

5 ) We were unable to learn our native language well when we were children
because we were too young to go to school.

6 ) We can learn a foreign language well in the same way as we learn our
own language.

7 ) In the process of learning a second language, writing and reading is pri-
mary (B ZEHJ), while listening and speaking is secondary (R E ).

8 ) It is important for learners to get the correct pronunciation at first.

9 ) People learn a second language quickly if they have to use it all the time.

10) The man who had bought'a parrot in the shop never returned it because
the bird could sing more beautifully than anyone else.

2. First fill in the blanks with the word (s) given below, changing the forms
when necessary, and then translate the sentences into English and pay
attention to the use of the word(s) (SER TIIFARIERS , HHMLED
T, AERAFERRE, TRFABRABEORD:

all over able to as well as all the time
ask for as by another
1) Having lived in Beijing for quite a few years, Mr. Park is under-

stand spoken Chinese.
2 ) Columbus was determined to show that India could be reached
sailing west.
3 ) I recognized him a friend of my father’s whom I had met once or
. 5.



twice.
4 ) The soccer fans (¥R ) painted their faces green
5) What will you do with the case when a young healthy fellow
money in the street?
6 ) Tom had failed several times, but this time he managed to do the experi-
ment in way. ‘
7 ) More and more old people the young like to wear T-shirts.
8 ) The teacher was angry with the schoolboy who asked the strange ques-

tions in class.

0) T BE B e B S R 7

10) 5 Mok 7 14 B B2

1) Rk T A AR 1 BT B BN,
12) i B EREETRBEET,

13) WK T 7 RATEEIL R A,

14) W R — T E A MR,

15) R SHKA—HBFEH T SET.

16) i REFFE, LM A RS R HERR,

3. Complete the following table with proper words (FiE X #RER T3 *&
).

country adjective person
England
France
a Spaniard
Italian
Chinese
a German
Australia
a Canadian
Japanese
an Egyptian
India




4. Fill in the blanks with proper prepositions or adverbs (fiE & #9 1 A5
BRI =) - '

1) We are quite sure that we’ll be able to finish it a short time.

2 ) When will you be ? I’ll wait you at my office until 5 p. m.

3) I can’t speak fluently as she does. She is the best this
way.

4 ) Our director asked you to go to his office at once.

5) Don’t judge a man his clothes.

6 ) The return of Hong Kong to the motherland was celebrated all
the country.
7 ) He obtained the work his own efforts.
8 ) The boy’s teacher often goes his house to talk with his parents
him.

9) A few weeks he was released from the prison.
10) I bought a bunch of roses for you.
5. Make sentences with the following word(s) after the models, paying at-

tention to the use of “it” ({FHRREGIHALRAIEBER, FTE “it” WAZE):

Model 1:to say, is, difficult, how many people are learning it
— It is difficult to say how many people are learning it.
1) to go over, is, your lessons regularly, necessary
2 ) to lie, is, pleasant, in the sun
3) to drive, is, without a license (% ), unlawful
4 ) to make a pleasant conversation, sometimes difficult, with people, is,
you have just met
5) to buy, a used car, much cheaper than a new one, is
Model 2: to waste your time, a pity, like this, is
— It’s a pity to waste your time like this.
1) not to contribute (F#A i) anything, a shame, is
2 ) a pleasure, to be with you, is
3 ) to finish the building, ahead of time, a certainty, is
4 ) to survive the flood, is, for them, a miracle (%)

5 ) with such a person, is, to argue about it, a waste of time



Model 3: that we learn our own language, is, important, by hearing it
— It is important that we learn our own language by hearing
it.

1) that Japan produces, is, fine cameras, well-known

2 ) that, is, obvious, he is right

3) will be postponed (#3R), our meeting tomorrow, is, that, possible

4 ) that, is, he will sign the contract(&[d), unlikely

5 ) we should reply, is, to her letter, important, that

6. Choose the corresponding attributive clause in Column B that best
matches the given words or phrases in Column A according to the text

(RIBRAXABENBEFEEHS A ERMSRERAEEMNEENAD:
A B

1) An Englishman can find someone 1) who stuttered returned the par-

in almost all parts of the world rot back to the shop.
2 ) Here’s a fine green parrot 2 ) who is able to talk to him in ei-
ther English or French.
3 ) A few days later the man 3 ) you say to it.

4 ) The man wanted to buy a bird 4 ) where they sold birds.

5 ) He bought the parrot in a shop 5 ) which we can teach to speak.

6 ) This bird will understand every- 6 ) that will understand everything.
thing

7. Explain the words “it” in the following sentences, by writing proper
nouns in the given blanks if possible (BB T I &R it, FABES

M 4 ) |

A small child tries to imitate what it (1 ) hears. When it
(2 ) wants something, it (3 ) has to ask for it
(4 ). It (5 ) is using the language, talking in it (6 )
and thinking in it (7 ) all the time. If people had to use a second
language all the time, they would learn it (8 ) quickly.

It (9 ) is important that we learn our own language by hearing
it (10 ), not by seeing it (11 ). In school, although you
learn to read and write as well as to hear and speak, it (12 ) is best
to learn all new words through the ear.

8. Translate the following sentences into English, using the word(s) given

below (A T HE S HIBER T I HAFHEIR) .

.8.



expect sb. to do ...
have to do ...

It is ...

show sb. ...

try to do ...

1) #ATELRINERXRNERBE.

2) Bod R B I A A A AR G 3K [ R

D ATENSHZHEEANAE . REXEREARERE.
4) ARBEBRMO B TG

5) fhFEECXWAERBME B,



