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Foreword

With the rapid expansion of city, rail transport has become one of the major traffic means for citizens. Metro lines, gathering the huge
passenger flow, are becoming the busiest urban public space. While transporting passengers, metro lines are also performing their
cultural functions of disseminating urban culture and value. By viewing and developing metro public space on the basis of artistic and
cultural perspectives and introducing wall paintings, sculptures, decorations, installations and other artistic means to the metro public
space, we can not only bring pleasure and comfort to the passengers but also disseminate culture in a subtle approach and make a

positive influence to citizens' cognition, temperament and behaviors.

In recent years, we have witnessed the rapid development of metro construction. A lot of practices in developing the metro public art
have been made, including the improvement of the planning and precise-management for public art, such as production, processing and
installation of public art works. While meeting the general requirements for safety, convenience and comfort, metro lines in Beijing follows
the “economical, practical and aesthetic” principles and makes great efforts to gain the maximum fruits at minimum cost. A number
of metro public art works have been produced to make the metro public space more human-oriented and artistic. Today, the Beijing

underground art corridor has gradually come into being.

With the planning and development of Beijing Metro public art from the very beginning to today, we have accumulated much experience
and lessons. We edit and publish the book entitied Beijing Metro Public Art, which reviews the process of producing, constructing
and developing the public art in the 442-km-long urban rail transport network in the 16 metro lines built by the end of 2012 in Beijing.
The book introduces more than 100 metro public art works and presents them from multiple perspectives. It is designed to sort out
and record what has been done in the Beijing metro public art in the past. More importantly, we hope to find problems, identify the
development rules, clarify the orientation and lay a foundation for the healthy development of metro public art in Beijing and even in the

whole country.

The metro public art is originated from daily life and serves the public. The artists should make more efforts; the planners, architects and
engineers should cooperate more closely; and the public should participate in and give a stronger support. | hope your participation for

promoting the development of Beijing metro public art.

Huang Yan

Director-General, Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning
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Prologue

Today, the wall paintings and fine art works can be seen in all major stations in the newly-built
metro lines in Beijing. These art works have rich contents and diversified forms, which are favored by
the people in Beljing. | am very pleased to read this book, which is the outcome of great efforts and
collaboration of Beiing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning, Beijing Rail Transport Construction
& Management Co., Ltd. and artists.

In the 1960s when metro was first built in Beijing, China was in the period of Cultural Revolution
when the revolutionary atmosphere was on its peak. Some people proposed setting up the Chairman
Mao's Dialect walls and bulletins to make it the Red Metro. However, such proposal was not
accepted because of “Metro is just metro” and “Marbles are also beautiful”, which were said to be
the instructions from Premier Zhou. Then some small paintings were hung between columns, and
the huge wall paintings depicting the “four ancient Chinese inventions” and the Great Wall were seen
ir Beijing metro. And some more fine art works were also seen in the metro. Nevertheless, because
of the phase construction and section design of metro lines, these art works were arranged in a
disorderly way and mixed with commercial advertisements.

The vast space in the metro, in the international community, is all used as a window showcasing
different cultures. In 2007 when Beijing Olympics was approached, | wrote a letter to Beijing
leadership about the metro art in the city. My letter captured the attention from Mr. Liu Qi, then Party
Secretary of Beijing.

Looking back at what we have done in the past few years, we have gained some basic

knowledge about the metro art.

|. Correctly handle the relations between art works and metro lines

Primarily, the metro is used to transport passengers. As a result, the fine art works in metro lines
must consider the characteristics of metro environment, such as the great number of signs and fast-
walking people. It is not an art gallery. Based on this, the fine art works in the metro should be simple
and should not be obscure. At the same time, they should not be coarse or become the cheap
decorations. Instead, the fine art works in the metro should be original and exquisite and deserve
viewing. Most of the passengers in the metro are students and office employees. Though they tend
to walk fast, they do take metro every day. As a result, the metro art works should not cause visual

fatigue. Instead, they must produce new interpretations and findings occasionally.

II. Urban personality

Once | proposed that metro fine art in Beijing should be themed on “cultural Beijing”. The city
of Beijing is the center of politics and cullure in China. As an ancient capital city, Beijing is now a
metropolis with ethnic diversification and international features. When walking in the metro stations
in Beijing, you can sense the strong atmosphere of China, Beijing, ethnic culture and modernization

in this era instead of having the feeling that you are walking in a metro station of other countries.

As a result, we have to deal with the following issues well. First, highlight the general theme while
developing the cultural and stylish characteristics in different lines and stations; second, ensure the
solemn contents and lively and pleasant cultural displays; third, employ and integrate traditional and
modern techniques; fourth,match and contrast the on-ground and underground cultures; and fifth,
treat well the Key stations (lines) and non-key stations (lines). In a word, it is imperative to establish the
“director” mechanism that coordinates the general picture, make the overall plan and realize the plan

in steps.

lIl. Art and architecture

One of the most important characteristics of metro art is that art design is integrated with
architecture. The artists are not simply filling the vacant space by hanging some art works on the
walls that is left accidentally by the architects. The best approach is that the artists and architects
get into collaboration in the early stage of metro development in order to build a harmonious, well-
organized and featured space of culture. We cannot deny that fine art works (such as wall paintings,
etc.) of famous artists have their independent values. However, we also have to notice the unique

comprehensive value of the cultural space co-developed by the artists and architects.

IV. Art and people

The metro art exists among people, who have easy access to the metro art works and can even
touch them with hands. The metro art works play the role of soothing people’s mind and psyche.
Because of this, the design of metro public art should have people involved and the contents should
be suitable for the public, catering to them and staying close to them. This is an important feature of

metro art works.

V. Durability and mobility

The key landmark works, in general, should not be mobile. However, some parts in these works
can also be replaced if necessary because it might keep fresh the artistic atmosphere inthe metro.
All the artistic works in the metro should be replaceable. Of course, some of them should be reserved
forever.

| am not a theorist or an organizer responsible for all. | simply wish to share my ideas with you.

Hou Yimin

Honorary President, China Mural Association
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