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Brief description

(1) Ballad is a story in poetic form to be sung or recited. (2) Ballads
were passed down from generation to generation. (3) Robin Hood is a
famous ballad singing the goods of Robin Hood. Coleridge’s The Rime
of the Ancient Mariner is a 19th century English ballad.

(1)Epic, in poetry, refers to a long work dealing with the actions of
gods and heroes. (2) Beowulf is the greatest national epic of the Anglo-
Saxons. John Milton wrote three great epics: Paradise Lost, Paradise
Regained and Samson Agonistes .

(1) Romance is a popular literary form in the medieval England. (2)
It sings knightly adventures or other heroic deeds. (3) Chivalry (such
as bravery, honor, generosity, loyalty and kindness to the weak and the
poor) is the spirit of romance. '

(1) Alliteration means a repetition of the initial sounds of several
words in a line or group. (2) Alliteration is a traditional poetic device in
English literature. (3) Robert Frost’s poem Acquainted with the Night
is a case in point: “I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet”.
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Works

Brief description

Beowulf
CTBECHT)

(1) Beowulf, a typical example of
Old English poetry, is regarded
as the greatest national epic of
the Anglo-Saxons. (2) The epic
describes the heroic deeds of a
Scandinavian hero, Beowulf,
in fighting against the monster
Grendel, his revengeful mother,
and a fire-breathing dragon. (3)
The poem conveys a hope that the
righteous will triumph over the evil.

The Canterbury
Tales

CHRFr 0 i
HEE)

Troilus and
Criseyde
(R 2 B 3 fn
I E4E )
The Romaunt
of the Rose
(HHZP 2
)
The House of
Fame

(FEEZE)

(1) The Canterbury Tales is
Chaucer’s monumental success.
(2) It is a collection of stories told
by a group of pilgrims on their
way to Canterbury. (3) It was
influenced by Boccaccio (il £)’ s
Decameron ( {+HiR) ). (4) In

the poem Chaucer presents, for the

first time in English literature, a
comprehensive realistic picture of
the medieval English society and
creates a whole gallery of vivid
characters from all walks of life.
(5) The poem shows Chaucer’s
humanism and anticipates a new
era to come.

Piers the Plow-
man

(& K KR
Hr)

(1) Piers the Plowman is a poem

that presents a picture of the
English society in the feudal period.
(2) It is a protest against the then
social injustice.
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Brief description

(1) The word “Renaissance” means “rebirth”. It means the reintroduction
into Western Europe of the full cultural heritage of Greece and Rome.
(2) The essence of the Renaissance is Humanism. Attitudes and feelings
which characterized the 14th and 15th centuries persisted well down into
the era of Humanism and Reformation. (3) The real mainstream of the
English Renaissance is the Elizabethan drama with William Shakespeare
being the leading dramatist.

(1) Humanism is the essence of the Renaissance. (2) It emphasizes
the dignity- of human beings and the importance of the present life.
Humanists voiced their beliefs that man was the center of the universe
and man did not only have the right to enjoy the beauty of the present
life, but had the ability to perfect himself and to perform wonders.

(1) Spenserian stanza is the creation of Edmund Spenser. (2) It refers
to a stanza of nine lines, with the first eight lines in iambic pentameter
and the last line in iambic hexameter (75 #%), rhyming ababbcbcec. (3)
Spenser’ s The Faerie Queen was written in this kind of stanza.

(1) Conceit is a far-fetched simile or metaphor. Literary conceit occurs
when the speaker compares two highly dissimilar things. (2) Conceit is
extensively employed by John Donne in his poetry.

(1) Metaphysical poetry is commonly used to name the works of the
17th -century writers who wrote under the influence of John Donne. (2)
With a rebellious spirit, the metaphysical poets tried to break away from
the conventional fashion of the Elizabethan love poetry. (3) The diction
is simple as compared with that of the Elizabethan or the Neoclassical
periods, and echoes the words and cadences of common speech. (4) The
imagery is drawn from actual life.

(1) Sonnet is one of the most conventional and influential forms of
poetry in Europe. (2) A sonnet is a lyric consisting of 14 lines, usually
in iambic pentameter, restricted to a definite rhyme scheme. (3)
Shakespeare’ s sonnets are well-known. '
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(1) The word “meter” is derived from the Greek word “metron”,
meaning “measure”. (2) In English, when applied to poetry, it refers
to the regular pattern of the stressed and unstressed syllables. (3) The
analysis of the meter is called scansion (K& #7).

(1) Allegory is a story told to explain or teach something, especially a
long and complicated story with an underlying meaning different from
its surface meaning. (2) Allegorical novels use extended metaphors
to convey moral meanings or attack certain social evils. Characters in
these novels often stand for different values such as virtue and vice. (3)
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, Golding’ s Lord of the Flies and Melville’s
Moby Dick are three examples of this kind.

Stanza is a group of lines of poetry, usually four or more, arranged
according to a fixed plan. (2) The stanza is the unit of structure in a
poem and poets do not vary the unit within a poem.

(1) University Wits refer to a group of scholars during the Elizabethan
Age who graduated from either Oxford or Cambridge. They came to
London with the ambition to become professional writers. Some of
them later became famous poets and play- wrights. (2) Thomas Greene,
Thomas Kyd, John Lily and Christopher Marlowe were among them. (3)
They paved the way, to some degree, for the coming of Shakespeare

(1) Foreshadowing, in drama, means “a method used to build suspense
by providing hints of what is to come”. (2) In Shakespeare’ s Romeo and
Juliet, Romeo’s expression of fear in Act 1, Scene 4 foreshadows the
catastrophe to come:

I fear too early; for my mind misgives

Some consequence yet hanging in the stars

(1) Soliloquy, in drama, means a moment when a character is alone and
speaks his or her thoughts aloud. (2) In the line “To be, or not to be, that
is the question”, which begins the famous soliloquy from Act 3, Scene 1
of Shakespeare’ s Hamlet. In this soliloquy Hamlet questions whether or
not life is worth living; and speaks of the reasons why he does not end
his life.

(1) A Narrative Poem refers to a poem that tells a story. (2) It may
consist of a series of incidents, as in Homer’s The Iliad and The
Odysseus, and John Milton’ s Paradise Lost.




Works Brief description
Arcadia {BT-RAKIE) (1) Arcadia is a prose romance filled
Astrophel and Stell with lyrics.
CBr B4 % JE /R 53 | (2) Tt is regarded as a forerunner of
REHL) the modern world.
Defense of Poetry
CNRFIREE)

The Faerie Queen

Qliy=y;
The Shepherd Calendar

(& EP NV

(1) The Faerie Queen is Spenser’s

masterpiece, a great poem of its
age. (2) The fairy queen in the poem
stands for both the Queen Elizabeth
and glory. (3) In the poem Spenser
speaks of 12 virtues of a perfect
gentleman. (4) This allegorical
poem is distinguished for its rich
content and exquisite style. (5) The
poem is written in the form of the
Spenserian Stanza. (6) The Red-
cross Knight in the poem represents
the Church of England.

The Shepherd Calendar records and
expresses the poet’s laments over
the loss of Rosalind.

Tamburlaine
CmsA LR )
Dr. Faustus
€ A AR R )
The Jew of Malta
(S HARPLARND
The Passionate
Shepherd to His Love
(EA Ok EPNEE
N

(1) Tamburlaine is a play about
an ambitious and cruel Tartar
conqueror in the fourteenth century
who rose from a shepherd to an
overpowering king. (2) It voiced the
supreme desire of the man of the
Renaissance for infinite power and
authority.

(1) Dr._Faustus is a play based on
the German legend of a magician
aspiring for knowledge and finally
meeting his tragic end as a result of

=D 550§




