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(Unit 1)

English around the World
“H A — PRI B LB

A

% 3 iE 1% (Reading Aloud) &

S I BATERNCA & A ENC N . —A
TMESE AT, A B B 22 AR R A SRR U, FT B2 4 AL
BRSBTSz, A E B4 kA S
W XORPONER IR IAEE B E R, I AT SRR R
A5 5 AR T SO R UG A s IERAE SR b, A4t ] 1
[ CHEANAE T AR R/ NFDGEEE , T T ENTHEIR R 2 546
hf et iE . BURE - WAL HLRR(1778-1830) & 19 2 W H
FEAMIRE E UK. THXRECTEAEARGE S
(SR o CAR TR T T X < ke ok e )

The proper force of words lies not in the words them-
selves, but in their application. A word may be a fine sounding
word,of an unusual length,and very imposing from its learning
and novelty GFr45) , and yet in the connection in which it is in-
troduced may be quite pointless and irrelevantCA~AH+ 1), Tt is
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not pompCH:- X . 42l or pretension (f(fF) . but the adaptation
of the expression to the idea, that clenches ('"Z#2  #fi¥] %ik) a
writer’s meaning: as it is not the size or glossiness O ) of
the materials, but their being fitted each to its place,that gives
strength to the arch(#£[7]) ;or as the pegs(#i.%])and nails are
as necessary to the support of the building as the larger tim-
bers,and more so than the mere showy (i3} 43 /i ) , unsub-
stantial (JC S 1 . AN R [ ) ornaments. 1 hate anything that
occupies more space than it is worth. I hate to see a load of
bandboxes( 75 4L &) go along the street,and I hate to see a par-
cel of big words without anything in them.

A person who dews not deliberately dimples of all his
thoughts alike in cumbrous draperies and flimsy disguises may
strike out twenty varieties of familiar everyday language, each
coming somewhat nearer to the feeling he wants to convey, and at
last not hit upon that particular and only one which may be said
to be identical with the exact impression in his mind. This
would seem to show that Mr. Cobalt is hardly right in saying
that the first word that occurs is always the best. It may be a
very good one,and yet a better may present itself on reflection
or from time to time. It may be suggested naturally, however,
and spontaneously (AN H F#b) , from a fresh and lively con-

ception of the subject.

[5Ei%ALic]
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A person who dews not deliberately dimples of all his thoughts a-
like in cumbrous draperies and flimsy disguises may strike out
twenty varieties of familiar everyday language, each coming
somewhat nearer to the feeling he wants to convey, and at last not
hit upon that particular and only one which may be said to be i-
dentical with the exact impression in his mind. —/ A\ 5 &, H
T AREEE AW EEHEERSE K22 2R3
SEARMEHE R B2 BRI H % AR TP AR — Rk,
— A R T R A RS R, R TR A 3E S
ANGE TR — R A REAR tn A Rk B C RO E

AL FIE ( Cultural Background) &%

S R AR 20 AW TR A7, 20 AL
W TIE SRR, fEREE SRR HERE, R B S Y
AR RS F  HE R B AT K. #EEit. 2
A 57T MEKLUIGERE BT, 67 N ERUIENE
Wi o ORKS B EHERE < dedko)

Continental Europe ( B & B )

English is less commonly heard in countries such as
France,Germany,and Spain. Although most people will have a
decent(FH 4 4f) grasp( %48 ) of basic English,it can be tricky to
get around without learning a little of the native lingo. Howev-
er.don’t despair—English shares a lot of words with languages
spoken across Europe.

Scandinavia ( 71§ B g4 4 TF )

Although English is still a second language in the Scandi-

navian countries, so much significance is attached to learning it
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that most people speak it fluently. Street signs are often prin-
ted in both a Scandinavian language and English, and locals
will not expect you to speak in their mother tongue.

South East Asia( %)

A booming (& # & J& ) tourist industry in countries
such as Thailand means the standard of English has improved
greatly over the past few years. A city like Bangkok can be a
great place to try out your new English phrases, either on
Western tourists or the locals.

UK, US, Canada, Australia, South Africa(3&E ,EE . BXF I, FEIE)

Everything from the restaurant menu to the street signs a-
long roads will be in the language. And as everyone else will
be speaking it, you’ll simply have no choice! By throwing your-
self in at the deep end, you will be amazed at how much you
can learn in a short space of time. Just be aware of the differ-
ent accents( [13%5)and slang(ffi%) you will encounter in differ-
ent regions. Some are so strong you might think people are

speaking another language altogether!

[AE+LiE]

LR SERE]
get around 57 filR , fiff o () @ al R ME) To get around a problem
or difficulty means to overcome it.
lingo n. (JLIEASULE T AE R ZEE , #FE G People some-
times refer to a foreign language, especially one that they do
not speak or understand,as a lingo.
Bangkok 24+ (Z2[H E#0)
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encounter v. %], 1 i (], F¥ME) If you encounter problems
or difficulties, you experience them. E. g. Environmental
problems they found in Poland were among the worst they en-
countered. A T7EE >4 % PR A FRIE (] 8122 At AT 1388 315k 9 e ™
)8

¥ ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok % % %k %k %

SiFE . AETN ERECERCVENIES . A LT
A WE S B E AW AZ AT b B3GR 2Bk IR S A DI L
Kb HERTRT R A . B R AR A] BB 2 2 B = Fh 33 A9 it
W ER RPN RA T 5 J0E, [2estE TR, PR A
FEl AR £ 1 0 T o X A AR, A 2 [ PR AR o B e 7
CARTR B T2 X FEE < e )

These days the words “English” and “global language”
seem to go everywhere hand in hand.

Domestic ([EN#) airlines in most countries make public
announcements (Gfi45) in English as well as in their home lan-
guage. English is the language of the entertainment industry
(41\k). Tt is also the language of the Internet. More than 80
percent of all web pages are in English.

This is great news for native speakers of English, who will
soon be able to communicate with the rest of the world in their
own language.

Or will they? Recent statistics (ZEi1%(5%) show that there
are more foreign languages spoken than ever in the US. Ac-
cording to data collected by the US Census ( A [ %) Bu-
reau, the number of people who spoke Spanish as their first
language went up by 50 percent from 1980 to 1990. At the
same time, the number of Chinese speakers rose by 90 percent.
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Journalist Barbara Walraff believes this means that Eng-
lish cannot be a global language. “How can it be that English
is conquering (fiIFfilx) the globe if it can’t even hold its own in
parts of our traditionally English-speaking country?” she
wrote in The Atlantic magazine in 2000.

In fact, these figures (55 ) actually prove the opposite.

Although there are more foreign language speakers in the
US,in 2001, the number of people speaking English as a for-
eign language outnumbered the number of native English
speakers. As more people start adding English words to their
vocabulary while at the same time speaking their own language
in English-speaking areas, English is set to secure (Hfi{f) its ti-
tle as the global language—and the English language is likely
to change too.

[iixALic]

[R3ERE]

The Atlantic 1857 4F- 11 H .35 —WICKPGHEA HDFE R HIE & h
XAEE JE - “TEBOA U, (R P PR DK 98457 0 5 IR I D T 0]
{EAE AT, NTTARA (5 B2 2 F AR A H A BEaiR
b [FAEART A5 3 DR A% fi o (L0 2 e B B 11 5 UR 51 A
b, XA EEMSRAERRA. EEEKACE T
EfRIIR R A ERKIE S SHE A hER#EL  RE X E
BATE—R A5 RECRPGHEH DB S0k 36 [ 5 32 R A
Feik. ERAITEIBE T 47 iy BIAA 120 3 NTERE.
outnumber v. (7E%E ) EMEH], e % If one group of peo-
ple or things outnumbers another, the first group has more

6



people or things in it than the second group. E. g. Donkeys
outnumber cars in this landscape of tiny stonewalled fields. 7F

R AR KRR BB S AL P T IORE R Z .

By

X FE %)% (Reading In-depth) B,

(G E-TED |

SE . A B A I iR o) 3 9 OR FU B s b A, At
i1 AE T AT, T A5 b B T 5 b EL AT SR €2 14 i = e
1. David Nunan {5 F X 55 SCER 24571 1: Who is really
native? (A [ SEMERE : d %)

Some years ago, I was at a conference in the United
States. The main speaker was a famous linguist named David
Crystal. Crystal is one of the “founding fathers” (253t ) of
modern language studies,and has done a great deal to popular-
ize language and language study. He is also an extremely en-
tertaining speaker.

During his speech, Crystal questioned the notion of “the n-
ative language. ” (It is commonly assumed that a native speak-
er of a language will have been raised in a country where that
language is used by the majority of the population. It is also
assumed that the individual’s parents will be native speakers of
the language. )

Crystal told a story about two people whose first language
was not English.

I don’t remember the exact nationalities( [E£%) of the indi-
viduals involved. but the story goes something like this: Ralf,a
German engineer, who is carrying out a consultancy (% ] Jiji
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[a]) in China, meets and falls in love with a Chinese woman
called Wai Ming, who is an interpreter ( [113 51) on the consul-
tancy project. Ralf and Wai Ming get married. The project in
China ends,and Ralf’s next position is in France. Not long af-
ter they move to France, Wai Ming has a baby. Ralf and Wai
Ming decide to raise(35 & ) the child through the medium (1)
of English.

Crystal concluded his story by questioning the status of
the child in the story. He posed the following question: To
what extent can the child be considered a native speaker of
English? Her parents are native speakers of languages other
than English,and she is growing up in a country where English
is a foreign language. The story itself is not unique. With the
emergence( 1 i) of English as a global language, and with the
large-scale moving of people around the globe, stories such as
this are becoming more common. English is the language that
enables these individuals to live, work and communicate with
the people around them.

Let’s assume that the spread of English continues. Let’s
also assume that a related trend, that of teaching English to
children at younger and younger ages, also continues. Will
there come a time when many millions, perhaps even billions,
of people around the world will have to be considered native
speakers of English?

Regardless of the final answer to this question, two things
are certain. In the first place, no single nation or racial (fji%
) group can claim ownership (flf F #0) of the language. Sec-
ondly,as different groups around the world adapt it for their
own purposes,it will be transformed (P{7%E . Z54). This is viv-
idly (4= ) illustrated in the following comment made by Af-
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