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Preface

In March of 2014, President Xi Jinping pointed out in his speech delivered in the headquarters of
UNESCO, “Having gone through over 5000 years of vicissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always kept
to its original root. Unique in representing China spiritually, it contains some most profound pursuits of the
Chinese nation and provides it with abundant nourishment for existence and development.” The Chinese
traditional culture is just like trickling water irrigating and nurturing the spiritual realm of Chinese people.
In the long and splendid picture of Chinese cultural history, the contributions of great thinkers are the most
glorious chapter.

The wisdom and philosophies of these great thinkers crystallized culture, philosophy and art in our
Chinese civilization: Confucian “benevolence”, Mohist “universal love”, Taoist “modeling itself after
Nature” and the military teaching about “attaining victory in war without fighting” are still holding the
stage. These fascinating thoughts constitute the cornerstones of an ideal world that Chinese people dream
of having. These spiritual assets not only belong to Chinese people but also constitute an integral part of
the world civilization.

As an important window in modern times, Shanghai has assumed a mission to demonstrate the
brilliance of Chinese culture. To construct a dynamic international cultural metropolis and to promote
Chinese culture to the world, Shanghai needs a mind so open to the entire country and entire world and a
mind so tolerant as the vast ocean admitting hundreds of rivers.

The Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers supported by The State Council Information Office
and Information Office of Shanghai Municipality is a close cooperation between Information Office
of Shandong Provincial People’s Government and Information Office of Henan Provincial People’s
Government. This series in Chinese painting style simplified the complicated history into simple stories,
revealing the beauty of human nature as well as artistic creation. The ink painting presented vividly the
personalities of great thinkers, attracting readers to explore their great thoughts and ideas. The pictorial
biographies helped open the door of Chinese traditional culture to the world, and this attempt also
provided a new carrier and channel for cultural exchange.

The brilliant Chinese culture is fascinating. Like the pursuit for reason, freedom and beauty in
ancient Greek humanism, the legacy from these great thinkers is also the cultural assets shared by the
whole humanity. It is hoped that readers can embark on a journey to explore traditional Chinese culture
through reading these books.

September 2014
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: Mother instructing little Li Er

. Li Er pasturing the cattle

. Children arguing about a tree

. Li Er giving an answer about the tree

Li Er having a master

- Li Er pursuing his studies

 Li Er bidding farewell to his master

* Li Er pondering the ancient dragon culture

 Li Er sharing the rice with a beggar

- Li Er thinking about Tao

: Chang Cong appreciating Li Er’ s writing

: Li Er copying classics in the library

: Li Er walking with Li Zong

: The couple admiring peonies

: Grandma and toddler

" Li Er and Li Zong having fun in the Chanhe River
: Laozi recording events by the pillar

. Laozi collecting folk songs

: Laozi stating candidly

* Nanrong Chu requesting to learn under Laozi

* The teaching style of Laozi

* Laozi admiring the moon with his disciples
Solar eclipse on a funeral service

: Laozi saying parting words to Li Zong

: Laozi being restored to his former post

- Laozi caring for his grandson

Confucius meeting with Laozi (1)

* Confucius meeting with Laozi ( 2 )

© Laozi and Confucius on governing

. Aloose-haired Laozi

: A debate on the loss of a bow

: Laozi picking jujubes for his grandson

. Loazi and Confucius boating on the Chanhe River
© Laozi and Confucius talking on Mangshan Mountain
. Laozi, Confucius and Chang Hong appreciating music
* Confucius saying goodbye to Laozi

: Laozi expressing emotion by the water

- Laozi living in seclusion in Peize

: Laozi and his grandson feeding a pony

. Laozi responding to the social turmoil in Peize

! Laozi traveling west

. Laozi meeting Yin Xi in Hangu Pass

: Laozi writing Daode Jing in Hangu Pass

: Yin Xi being the first reader

: Laozi attaining enlightenment

" Governing a big country is as delicate as frying a small fish
Laozi living in seclusion in Fufeng

: The immortal Laozi
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Mother instructing little Li Er
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Laozi, born in around 571B.C., was a native of Hu County ~ Chen during the Spring and Autumn Period (770—476 B.C.).
(present-day Luyi County in Henan Province) of the State of ~ His parents named him Li Er (known in China as Lao Dan).
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Li Er pasturing the cattle
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Born into a poor family, Li Er worked as a cowherd when  at trees and clouds while the cattle were grazing in the field. He

he was a child. He was a very sensitive and observant child. Li  kept track of the changes of seasons, pondering the mysteries of

Er was looking far into the sky, deep into the water, and gazing  nature.
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Children arguing about a tree
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One day, Li Er saw a group of children standing around a  to judge who was right about the tree.

tree and arguing. When they saw Li Er, they eagerly asked him
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Li Er giving an answer about the tree
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Li Er walked around the tree, but he was also unable to  finally he told others that the tree was actually not one tree but a
tell. This tree looked like a Chinese scholartree if looked from  sapling of Chinese scholartree and a chinaberry seedling, which
the east, but a chinaberry if looked from the west. What on earth ~ had grown into a tree after a considerable period of time.
was this tree? Li Er observed it carefully and thought for a while,
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Li Er having a master
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Li Er told them what he thought, and named the tree  overheard what Li Er had said. Impressed by his observation and
“hehuan”. Shang Rong, a scholar in his seclusion here, cleverness, Shang Rong offered to teach him read and write.
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