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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book,

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young ber of the which had p d




CHAPTER }

T'he Doones

» There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
» What had happened to John Ridd's father?

» Who were Annie and Lizzie?

» Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the ds and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd's skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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I THE SECRET GARDEN

Introduction

Frances Hodgson Burnett

Frances Hodgson was born in Manchester, England, in 1849.
Her father was successful as a dealer in metal goods, but he
died while Frances was still very young. The family continued
to deal in metal goods, but more and more of their trade was
with the southern states of America. The American Civil War,
between the northern states and some southern states (1861—
65), ended badly for the southern states and for the Hodgson
company. The Hodgsons went to the United States and lived in
the state of Tennessee.

They were very poor until Frances had some success as a
writer from 1866, when she was seventeen years old.

In 1873, Frances Hodgson married Dr Swan Burnett. Her
name was already known to many readers, so Mrs Frances
Burnett kept the “Hodgson” in her name as a writer.

She had great success with her novel Little Lord Fauntleroy
in 1886. Learned people now think that this story of an
American boy who becomes an English lord is not good because
it plays too much on the reader’s feelings. But thousands of
people enjoyed it.
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I THE SECRET GARDEN

The Secret Garden came out in 1909. It was written for
children, but older people enjoy it because it shows the writer’s
surprising understanding of children, even when she herself
was sixty years old.

Frances Hodgson Burnett died in 1924 in Long Island, USA.

The Secret Garden

The story begins in India at a time when very many British
people lived there. They worked in government, in the army,
on the railways and in trade. They were not all like the father
and mother of Mary in this story, but many of them had plenty
of Indian servants, and sometimes the European mothers did
not give enough time and care to their own children. The hot
season was not good for Europeans, and there were illnesses
that the doctors did not know much about. That is how Mary
became an unhealthy, rather nasty child.

England would seem a strange country after the India that
Mary knew. And the Yorkshire moors would be even stranger.
They are cold in winter. The wind blows strongly over them,
with very few trees to stop it. You don’t see many houses on the
high moors, and the rough grass is all right for sheep but not
for cows or other farm animals. The Yorkshire people believe it
is very healthy, but an unhappy little child from India wouldn’t
think so at first.
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