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Publisher’s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the editing, translat-
ing and publishing of books in foreign languages. Over the past
several decades it has published, in English, a great number of
China’s classics and records as well as literary works from the Qin
down to modern times, in the aim to fully display the best part
of the Chinese culture and its achievements. These books in the
original are famous and authoritative in their respective fields,
and their English translations are masterworks produced by no-
table translators both at home and abroad. Each book is carefully
compiled and translated with minute precision. Consequently, the
English versions as well as their Chinese originals may both be
rated as classics.

It is generally considered that these English translations are
not only significant for introducing China to the outside world
but also useful reading materials for domestic English learners
and translators. For this reason, we have carefully selected some
of these books, and will publish them successively in Chinese-

English bilingual form.

Foreign Languages Press
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Making Assessments

Making Assessments

Sunzi said:

Wiar is a question of vital importance to the state, a matter of
life and death, the road to survival or ruin. Hence, it is a subject
which calls for careful study.

To assess the outcome of a war, we need to examine the bel-
ligerent parties and compare them in terms of the following five
fundamental factors:

The first is the way ( dao 1H ); the second, heaven (zian K ); the
third, earth (& }h ); the fourth, command (jiang ¥4 ); and the fifth,
rules and regulations (fz i/ ).

By “the way”, I mean moral influence, or that which causes the
people to think in line with their sovereign so that they will follow
him through every vicissitude, whether to live or to die, without

fear of mortal peril.



