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Preface

Yu is short for Henan province. It is located in the central plains of China, surrounded by Mt. Taihang and Mt.
Dabie with the Yellow River flowing through it (which historically has nurtured the ancient cultural belt of the area
and endowed it with many relics and impressive genealogies (like Yangchao culture, one of the most important influ-
encers of Chinese culture). The most conspicuous area is West Yu, along the Mt. Mang mountain range.

Cultural relics from ancient Xia Dynasty were discovered along the vast river basin west of Mt. Xun in Er’litou,
Yanshi. During the Zhou Dynasty (1046 BC-256 BC), many governors built their own states here, leaving behind rich
reserves of cultural relics, tombs and historic sites. Ever since the Qin (221 BC-206 BC) and Han (202 BC-220 AD)
Dynastydynasties, Luoyang has been the alternate capital. From the Wei (220-265) and Jin (265-420) periods to the
mid-Tang Dynasty (766-835), Luoyang gradually developed into the cultural center of the country. From the Five Dy-
nasties (907-960) to the Song Dynasty (960-1279), landscape design and architecture were reaching their peaks. After
the Song Dynasty, it became a battleground for military forces due to its secure position and strategic location. As a
result, a lot of barricaded villages and underground tunnels were constructed here until the Ming (1368-1644) and
Qing (1644-1911) Dynastydynasties, and they are still well-preserved today.

Another important influence on this area is the spreading of Buddhism from the east during the Han (202 BC-
220 AD) and Tang (618-907) dynasties, which hasDynasty left lasting marks on this area. In the north-west of Yu, for
example, the Buddha grottoes featured in the Longmen Grottoes and Grotto Temple have become a most important
cultural legacy for Buddhist aestheticism and art throughout China and the world. Meanwhile, other religious build-
ings for Taoism and Islam can also be found here.

The cultures and customs in the northwest of Yu have left their unique relics and signs, and their corresponding
folk arts and festivals are also well preserved. Most well-known among them are the Peony Fair in Luoyang, the folk
art of “three-colored porcelain” in Luoyang, and the opera in Heluo.

Cai Xuehui, the author of this book, has loved drawing and studying ever since childhood. He likes art and his-
tory. He often travels to beautiful, scenic places and observes the customs and cultures native to the places he travels. I
made my acquaintance with him when I was surveying ancient buildings and drawing landscapes. When he asked me
to write the preface, I felt honored and was delighted to find that the scenes and historic sites, customs and folk tales in
the book are so impressive. I hope the readers can discover the beauty of his sketches by themselves.

Duan Jiangiang
Associate Dean of Architecture Departmen, Henan Technological University
June 29", 2014
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Yangshao Cultural Museum
Located within the protected region of ancient Yangshao of
Shengchi county, the museum was first built in 2009, with an

area of 280,000m2. As the first Shaoyang cultural museum in

the country, it blends the purposes of displaying and protect-
ing artifacts and scientific research.

Wl L v/
S\ sl

=

{]

277

S (- =3

et : &- v' -
R 77 L > I e

s

()




fF=kRERERFX, S—TE KM AEKE XA A EER. &, 2lkhrEAT
B, RRRRWAX, FEXKMERE, AKX, #. A, fEENEIK, BZRKECE, ZREETER
BRFABZERERN, SR, XSO TESH “KE",
The Lucky Talisman Relics

Located at Hanguguan,Lingbao, Sanmenxia,with an area of 100,000m2, it is said to be the
former residence of Yinxi, the border official during the Spring and Autumn Period, who got the
lucky talisman from the heaven and presented to the emperor of Tang Dynasty in 742. Ever since

that then, the DynastyTang Dynasty changed its fitle to “Tianbo,"which means*heavenly given
treasure."
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North Yangping Relics

Located in Yangping town, Lingbao county, the relics covers an area of 5000m from south to
north, and 300m to 500m from east to west. In this area, there are more than 30 relics from the
Neolithic Age.




